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+h February, 1939. 


Hone de Ae Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
CANBERRA. 
Dear Sir, 
SPANISH CRISIS. 
I have written to my Member, the Hon. Mr. Menzies, 


suggesting that your Government take the initiative and cable 


England to call a Conference of the Democratic States or 


other method Mr. Bruce could advise to stop further bloodshed 
in Spain and hold Free Elections to reestablish Law and 


Order. The Non-Intervention Commission or the League of 
Nations could be urged to take such action and the U.S.A. 
and Russia would undoubtedly support the Policy adopted. 

Something must be done and I am sure the Australia 
people would be behind their Government in any such action. 
Your immediate attention will oblice. 


Yours faithfully, 


TELEPHONE No. CANBERRA 531, 


TELEOMAPS ress, 'Paimisrern, CANGERRA. 
Came .KINDLIER,"”’ CANBERRA. 








Sa tal : aot : 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 7th February, 1939. 
In reply quote No Je 20/4 °° 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 6th February, 1939, in regard 
to the position in Spain, and to inform you that 
the representations made in connection with the 


matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
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AMALGAMATED ENGINEERING UNION 
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The Honourable the Prime Minister, 

CANBERRA. 

Dear Sir, 

I wes instructed by the last meeting of 
my Union to forward you the Following resolution carried by the 
meeting. 

"That this Branch of the A.B.U. records its profound 
indignation at the brutual murder of the Spanish 
people at the hands of the Fascist invaders, We 
demand that the Australian Government support the 
right of the Spanish Government to buy arms to 
defend itself. Further we request the Australian 
Government to provide credits to enable the Spanish 
Government to purchase Australian wheat." 


Yours sincerely, 


: (SGD. ) Me Ge BEANLAND 
secretary, 


504 Armstrong Street, 


BALLARAT, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


7th February, 1939. 
Canberra, | ae J.420/1 ‘ 


Dear Sir, 


i am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 6th February, 1939, embodying the 
text of a resolution carried by your organisation 
in regard to the position in Spain, and to inform 
you that the terms of the resolution have been 


noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


M,G. Beanland, Esq., 
Secretary, 
ted Engineering Union, 
liarat Branch - 


Ba 
504 Armstrong Street, 
BALLARAT. VIC. 
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AUSTRALIAN BUILDERS LABOURERS FEDERATION 
RS/MJ. 


Head Office 
Queensland Branch: 


Room 24 Trades Hall 
BRISBANE ord, February, 1959. 


To the, 
Hon. J. A. Lyons, Esqe, M.H.R., 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


A State Conference of the above Union, 
representative of all Sub-branches in Queensland was held 
on the 28th and 29th ultimo. At this Conference, three 
resolutions were carried, with instructions that they be 
forwarded to your Government for consideration. 


i "That the Queensland State Conference of the 
Australian Builders Labourers Federation callg 
upon the Federal Government to immediately make 
arrangements for the granting of credits for 
wheat and other food supplies to the Spanish 
Republican Government. 

We believe that besides essisting the Spanish I 
people in the fight against fascism that this 
action would also help the farming population of 
Australia in finding a market for their surplus 
products." 





Ze "That this conference of the Queensland Branch , 
of the Australian Builders Labourers Federation calis 
upon the Commonmvealth Government to declare that it 
favours the denouncing of the non—intervention 
agreement and that the Commonwealth Government 
should urge the British and French Governments 
to immediately supply the Spanish Republican Gove 
ment with the arms and other materials it needs." 


3. "That the Queensland Branch of the Australian 
Builders Labourers Federation protests against 
the unnecessary censorship at present being 
imposed by the Federal Government on Press, 

Radio and Platform. We consider that this 
censorship is unequalled outside the totalitarian 
States and demands that the democratic rights 

of the people be immediately restored," 


Trusting that your Government will 
give favourable consideration to the above in the interests of 
the peace and security of the civilised world. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sea) R. SURPLUS 


SECRETARY. 


TRLEPHONE & -ANBERRA S31, 
: . Ss) Primisrer,' CANGERRA. 
Came “IKINDLIER,"* CANDERRA. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 7th Pebruary, 1939. 
In reply quote No He 3523/1 Jive 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 3rd February, 1939, embodying the text 
of resolutions adopted by your Organisetion in regard 


to:= 
(a) the question of the provision of credits to 
the Spanish Republican Govermment to enable 
that Government to purchase Australian 
surplus wheat; 


(o) the supply of war material to the Spanish 
Republican Government, and 


(c) the question of censorship in regard to press, 
radio and platform statements. 


The representations made in connection 
with these matters have been noted, 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
The Secretary, 
Australien Builders Labourers’ Federation, 
Room 2h, 
Trades Hall, 


BRISBANE. Q" LD, 


> 77) 
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Dear Mr. Lyons; 


I enclose a letter I have received 
from Mr.Peter Stalker, Honorary Secretary, Spanish Relief 
Committee, Ipswich Branch, Limestone St., Ipswich, in 
regard to a resolution passed relative to the srantine 
of credits to the Spanish Government in order to allow 
the latter to purchase surplus Australian wheat and that 
the Federal Government be written to accordingly. 


: I shall be glad if you will let me have 
a reply regarding this matter for the information of my 
correspondent. 


Best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.-) Jos. Francis 


Rt. Hon. J.-A. lyons, C.H., M.P., 
Prime Minister, 
CANBERRA. _A.C.T. 


ENCL. 
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To the Hon. Jos.Francis, M.H.R. 


Dear Sir, 
At a meeting of my committee held 


on Friday 13th January. The following resolution was passed 
unanimously and same has been forwarded to the Hon. J.A.Lyons, 
Prime Minister - That as a method of assisting both the 
Australian Wheat Farmer and the Spanish Government (which 

is a democratically, constitutionally elected Government of 
the Spanish People), the Federal Government grant credits to 
the Spanish Government in order to allow the latter to 
purchase of surplus Australian Wheat and that Federal Govern- 


ment be written to accordingly. 


Yours for a Progressive Policy, 
(Sed.) Peter Stalker, 
Hon. Secy. 


Spanish Relief Committee, 
Ipswich Branch. 
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TELEGRAPHIC Aponess: 'FRIMISTER.’’ CANBSCRRA. 
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CG AMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
PRIME MINISTER, 
Canberra, %x% A.C.T. 
Noe H.3235/1/4. 


Dear Mr. Francis, 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of 25th January, 1939, enclosing a communication from Mr. Peter 
Stalker, Honorary Secretary, Spanish Relief Committee, Ipswich 
Branch, Limestone Street, Ipswich, in regard to the question of 
making credits available to the Spanish Government to enable 
that Government to purchase Australian surplus wheat, and to 
inform you that the representations mde in connection with the 


matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Prime Minister. 
: tain the Hone Je Francis MP. 
wy cueeetn Orne 
w ices 
BRISBANE.  B,9.° 
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The Secretary, 2 
Department of External Affairs. 
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Communist Party of Australia. 


Cairns City Unit. 


The Hon. Prime Minister. 
Mr. J. A. Lyons. 
CANRERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


I am instructed by the Cairns City Unit, 
Communist Party of Australia, to urge that the Commonwealth 
Government of Australia should extend credits to the Spanish 
Government to assist in the purchase of wheat from this country, 
together with other primary products. 


tt is considered that by such means, the 
Commonwealth of Australia can assist Democracy in its fight 


. 


against Fascism, and at the same time help the strugeling 
farmers of our own country to market their produce. 
Yours faithfully, 


(Sede) W. Mehlert. 


Secretary. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 6th February, 1939. 
Sie etele No ER. 523/1/4- 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 24th January, 1939, relative to 
the question of making credits available to the Spanish 
Government to enable that Government to purchase Australian 
surplus wheat, and to inform you that the representations 


expressed therein have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Cairns City "Unit 
vera por of Australia, 
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THE LEAGUE FOR PRACE & DEMOCRACY. 
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c4th January, 1939. 


The Hon. J.-A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 


CANBERRA. 


Sir; 


At the last meeting of the ahove I was 
directed to urgently request your Government that, as there is 
large surplus of wheat in the Commonwealth, it will crant 
credits for Republican Spain to assist those heroic people 
in their extremity. It would be a eracious act on the part 
of your Government and would further be of vital importance to 
our own wheat farmers whose financial position -- vide the 
press -= 1s in a deplorable condition. 

I was further instructed to demand that 
no Pig iron, or any other material that may be used for the 
manufacture of arms, be exported to Japan or any other ageressor 


Nation. 
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x COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 6th February, 1939. 
Tevrehmile Ne” Soares ae 


Dear Sirs 


I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of <A4th January, 1939, relative to 
the question of making credits available to the Spanish 
Government to enable that Government to purchase Australian 
surplus wheat, and to inform you that the representations made 


on behalf of your organisation have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
Tne Hon. Secretary 
Cairns Branc : 


hy 
The Bm VB "for Renee and Democracy, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 6th February, 1939. 
In reply quote No H.523/1/4. 


Dear Sir; 


I am directed to acknowledze the 
receipt of your lettergram of 3rd February, 1939, relative 
to the guestion of the provision of supplies to women and 
children refugees in Spain, and to inform you that your 


representations have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Dr. Lloyd Ross, 
National President, 


Station House 
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The. Secretary, F 


Department of External Affairs. 
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OF TELEGRAM, DATED 3rd FEBRUARY, 1939, ADD 
sey THE PRIME MINISTER, CANBERRA. see is 


MEMBERS OF AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND 
DEMOCRACY DESIRE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT SEND FOOD 
IMMEDIATELY TO STARVING WOMEN AND CHILDREN REFUGEES 
IN SPAIN. BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS SENT £20,000. 

DR. LLOYD ROSS, 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT, 
ne HOUSE, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 6th February, 1939. 


H.323/1/4. 


in rediy « , 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 





your letter of 2nd February, 1959, relative to the question 
of making credits available to the Spanish Government to 
enable that Government to purchase Australian primary 

products, and to inform you that the representations made 


in connection with this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


M.A.Jamieson, ESde, 
The Cottage, 
Shannon's Flat, 
Via COOMA, M.S.W. 


6th February, 1959, 


Hie S23/i1/4. 





ft ean directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 2nd February, 1959, relative to the question 
of making credits available to the Spanish Government to 
enable that Government to purchase Australian primary 
products, and to inform youn that the representations made 


in comection with this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


MeAeJamieson, ESQe, 
The Cottage, 
Shannon's Flat, 


Vin COOMA, M.S. 
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TWLEPHONE NO.,; CAnerRna S31. 
TELEGRAPHIC Asoness: PRIMISTER,” CANBERRA, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 


JW 
In reply quote No, 


J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 20th January, 1939, enclosing a communication from 
Mr. GA. Hall, Secretary, Brunswick Branch, Carpenters and 

Joiners of Australia, 79 Moore Street, Coburg, Victoria, 
embodying the text of a resolution carried by that Branch 
in regard to the position in Spain, and to inform you that 
the terms of the resolution have been noted. 

Yours faithfully, 


). A. LYONS 


Prime Minister. 
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The Secretary, - & 
Department of External Affairs. . 
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AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE FOR PEAGE AND DEMOCRACY, 
VICTORIAN COUNCIL, 
Law Court Chambers, 
191 Queen Street, 
MELBOURNE, 
February 2nd, 1939, 


The Prime Minister, 


CANBERRA.A.C.T, 
Dear Sir, 


At the Monthly Meeting of the above 
League held in the Australian Church Hall yesterday 
evening, I was instructed to write to you urging 
your Government to grant the maximum financial help 
possible to the Spanish refugees who are in such 
@ desperate plight. We feel confident in saying that 
any action taken by your Government to relieve the 
suffering will have the Support of the overwhelming 
majority of the people of Australia, 


Yours faithfully, 


(SGD) L.P. FOX 
State Secretary, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 6th Sebruary, 1939. 
In reply quite No H = 3235/1/yi 


Dear Sir, 

i am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 2nd February, 1939, relative to the 
question of the provision of financial aid for refugees 
in Spain and to inform you that the representations 
made on behalf of your organisation have been noted, 


Yours faithfully, 


secretary. 


ca 


The State Secretary, 
Australian League for Peace and Democracy, 
Vietorian Council, 
Law Court Chambers, 
191 Queen Street, 


MELB OURNE 4 Cc - 1 e 
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The Secretary, Ree 
Department of External Affairs. 
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The Hon. JA. Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
CAN BERRA . HeGele 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed by my Council 
you in the name of all those Australians who stand for Peace, 
justice, and the safety of Australia and the British Empire, 


to take immediate action to gslve substantial aid to the 


Fs 


Republican Government of Spain in its hour of need. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Cornberranes Mee est Hie 


Tn reply. quo’ 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 25rd January, 1939, relative to the 


question of giving assistance to the Spanish Government, 


and to inform you that the representations made in 
connection with the matter have been noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
A. VY. El 


State Ve pease 
NeSeWe Store Coune il, 
Australi 


Rawson Place, 
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/ PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Jn CIC I a * H.323/1/u. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


GREDITS TO SPANISH GOVERNMENT TO PURCHASE 
AUSTRALIAN WHSAT, 


Referred, by direction. A copy has not been 
(3 papers) forwarded to any other Department. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


VICTORIA. 


PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
MELBOURNE, G.I. 


27th January, 1939. 


The Rt. Hon. J.-A. Lyons, M.H.Re, 
Prime Minister, 
Commonwealth of Australia, 
Commonwealth Offices, 
MELBOURNE. 


Dear Sir, 


If the necessary credits were arranged with the 
Spanish Government trade with Spain might be substantially 
increased as their present war need is great. 

Such credits should be a sound investment as the 
balance sheet of the Bank of Spain published last May showed 
substantial reserves. Such credits would greatly advantage 
Australian primary producers as our exports would be most 
entirely in food stuffs. 

I trust you will give this suggestion favourable 
consideration. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
(SGD. ) T. TUNNECEIFFE. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
PRIME MINISTER, 


Canberra, PCT. 
H.323/1/4 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 27th January, 1939, in connection with 
the question of making credits available to the 
Spanish Government to enable that Government to 
purchase Australian primary products, and to inform 


you that the representations made have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Prime Minister. 
The Honourable T. Tunnecliffe, M.L.A., 
Parliament House, 
MELBOURNE. C.1. 
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TRADES & LABOR COUNCIL OF QUEENSLAND. 


=~ 
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e4th January, 193¢. 


Hon. d ehe Lyons , MeHeRey 
Prime Minister, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


—_— 


Dear Sir, 


At a meeting of the above Council held on Wednesday, 
January 18th, the following resolution was unanimously carried - 


"That in view of the fact that the Australian 
wheat farmers have a surplus of wheat for which they 
are unable to find a market, the Commonwealth Government 
be requested to make available credits for Spain 
immediately, and thus serve the twofold purpose of 
assisting the Spanish People and the Australian farmers". 


Trusting that your Government will give favourable 
consideration to this request. 


(SGD.) J.W. ROCHE 


General Secretary. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER‘S DEPARTMENT, 
J 7 ~~ 
VA ; i) 5 / , 4 rat 
Canberra, C Febr uar) , aw ite © 


In reply quate No - - 
H.323/1/4 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 24th January, 1939, embodying the 
text of a resolution passed by your Council in connection 
with the question of making credits available to the 
Spanish Government to enable that Government to purchase 
Australian primary products, and to inform you that the 


representations made have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


~ 


The General Secretary, Secretary. 
Trades & Labor Council of Queensland, 
Trades Hall, 
BRISBANE. 9'*LD. 
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AUSTRALIAN LABOR. PARTY. 
Bentleigh Branch, 


4 Hastings Street, 


1s WrATSCN = 
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24th Ja nuaryy, iS3ss. 


The Right Hon. J.A. Lyons, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


Dear Sir, 


at the last meeting of the above Eranch, a 





résolution was passed urging the Federal Government to provide 
eredits to the Spanish Republican Government to enable it to 
purchase our surplus wheat. 

It was pointed out that the Spanish Government 
has met all its international obligations and is in a sound 
financial position. 

Government credits to republican Spain will not 
only help to feed and clothe millions of refugees, but will 
also assist thousands of Australian primary producers and 


others. 


Teyernonn No.) CANBERRA 531. 
PERL cGRArnic Adpness:  Praiminray,' CANBERRA, 
Gaal Apontss, “KINDLIER,"* CANBERRA. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra. 2nG February, 193¢ . 


Im reply quote No. 


H.323/1/4 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 24th January, 193%, in regard to 
the question of making credits available to the Spanish 
Government to enable that Government to purchase 
Australian surplus wheat and to inform you that the 
representations made in connection with the matter 
have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
The Secretary, 
Bentleigh Branch, 
Australian Labor Party, 
4 Hastings Street, 
McKINNON. S.E.14 VIC. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


Release of Credit to Spanish 
Government. 


Referred, by direction. Copy has not been sent 
to any other Department. 
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COPY .EE. 


To - 


Third Floor, 
O.K. Buildings, 
gueen Street, 
BRISBANE, 


Hon. J Ae Lyons ; 


CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


On behalf of the above branch, I was instructed to 


forward to you the following resolution:- 


"In view of the fact that the Secretariat of the 
League of Nations has appealed to the Governments of 
those countries possessing grain surpluses to assist 
the starving refugee ; sopulation in Republican Spain, 
we request the Federal Government to respond to this 
appeal immediately. To aid these victims of Fascist 
intervention, we request that the Federal Government 


make arrangements for the granting of Credits for wheat 


and other foodstuffs to the Republican Spanish Government." 


In moving the above resolution, we were influenced 


by the following facts:- 


(1) The need for protection of civilian populat 
Spain which is starving as a result of F 
conducting a hunger war by means of acts 
piracy in sinking ships conveying food s 


(2) The parlous state of the farming 
Australia, mainly ane. to the 
and other produce remain unso 
price which does not ensure a 
the farmers’ work. 
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TeLEPHone No.. CANBERRA 531. 


TELEGRAMS Pooress; “ Primisyer,"' CANBERRA, 
CADLE S;  KINDLIER;"' CANBERRA. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 
Canberra, e?th January, 1939. 
SRY ees SSS Te 
Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 2lst January, 19539, embodying the text of 
a resolution passed by the Valley Branch of the Communist 
Party of Australia in connection with the question of 
making credits available to the Spanish Government for 
the purchase of Australian primary procucts, and to inform 
you that the representations made in connection with this 


matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


R.F.Haas, Esa., 
Communist Party of Australia, Secretary. 
Valley Branch, 
O.K. Buildings, 
Queen Street, 


BRISBANE. 9'LD. 





_ PRIME MINISTER'S .QDEPARTMENT. 


ime a No. J.420/1. 
The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 
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COPY/EC 
SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 


Kurrajone House, 
Room 4, Floor 5 
177 Collins Street 
Melbourne, ct. 


Tuesday, January 24th. 


Toe Prime Minister, 
Parliament House 
Canberra. A.C. 


Dear Sir; 


I have been asked to forward the followi 
resolution vassed at a meeting addressed by me in the W.E.A. Rooms, 
Hobart, on Sunday, Jam. 22. :- 


"This meeting of Hobart citizens urges that 
justice be done under the Non-Intervention agreement and all Italian 
and German troops be withdrawn from Spain in view of the fact that 
the Spanish Government has so honestly carried ovt its promise to 
withdraw foreign volunteers. We demand that the Spanisn Government 
be eaves its rights under international law and the arms embargo 
removed." 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sed.) Helen Baillie 
Hon. Secretary. 





FreudeHoONe No.: CANBERRA 531. 
TeLEGnArH(c Aoornss, “ PRIMIsSTER,'' CANGERRA. 
Camm AooRess;,  KINDLIER,'' CANBERRA. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 26th January, 1939. 
In reply quote No, 2420/1 e 


Dear Madam, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 24th January, 1939, embodyinz the text of a 
resolution passed at a meeting held at Hobart in regard to 
the position in Spain, and to inform you that the terms of 
the resolution have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary - 
The Hon. peter 
Spanish Relie Committee, 
wi Hous6, 
Room 4, Floor 5 
177 Collins Street, 
MELBOURNE, Cel 
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The Secretary, Gs ha 
Department of External Affairs. 
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COPY.BE. H.3°23/1/4 


S William Street 
3 To 


HORNSBY, 17th Jan 


J.A. Lyons, ; 
Prime Minister of Australia. 


Dear Sir, 


At a meeting of the Hornsby Branch, A.L.P., a 
resolution was passec, deploring the fact that the Federal 
Government refused credit to the Spanish Government to buy 
our surplus wheat while the Spanish women and children are 
starving, also bearing in mind that the Federal Government is 
paying a bounty to the Farmers for their unsold wheat, this 
bounty being derived by direct taxation on the people through 


the Flour Tax. 


Yours faithfully, 
(SGD. ) C.E. MILNER 


Hon.Secretary. 
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TeckPHOoNe No, : CANSERRA 531, 
TELEGRAPHIC Abpsess; “' PRiMisteR,'') CANBERRA, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 
*) +: < c ‘or eoria 
Canberra, ‘ 4th Januar J3 LUIS eo 


Iq reply quote N 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 17th January, 195%, expressing the views 
of the Hornsby Branch of the Australian Labor Party 
in connection with the question of maxing credits avail- 
able to the Spanish Government to enable that Government 
to purchase Australian primary products, and to inform 
you that the representations made in connection with 
this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


secretary. 


C.E.Milner, Esq., 
The Hon. Secretary, 
Hornsby Branch, Australian 
Labor Party, 
GS William Street, 
HORNSEY. N.S.W. 





TeLarwone No | CANSERRA 531, 
MIC Aspnes, “ Promisrern.’' CANBERRA, 
Peet Reaness INDLIER,"' CANBERRA, 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 25th January, 1939. 
In reply quote No H cs S23 /1/4 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter enc!osing a communication received from 
Mr. C. E. Milmer, Honorary Secretary, Hornsby Branch, 
Australian Labour Party, 9 William Street, Hornsby, in 
connection with the question of making credit available to 
the Spanish Government for the purchase of Australian 
primary products and to inform you that the representations 


mode in connection with this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary 


S. L. Gardner, Esq., MeP., 
Rose Vale, 


ABERDEEN, N.S.W. 
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COPY .BE. H.323/1/4 


Limestone Street, 
IPSWICH, 2'LD, 


15th January, 1939. 


To the Hon. J.A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister. 
Dear Sir, 
At a meeting of my committee held on Friday 13th, 
the following resolution was passed unanimously - 
"That as a method of assisting both, the Australian 
Wheat Farmer and the Spanish Government (which is the 
democratic cmstitutionally elected Government of the 
Spanish people), the Federal Government grant credits to 
the Spanish Government in order to allow the latter 
the purchase of surplus Australian wheat, and that the 
Federal Government be written to accordingly." 
Yours for a progressive policy, 
(SGD ) PETER STALKER 
Hon.Secretary, 


Spanish Relief Committee, 
Ipswich Branch. 





TrlerHone No. CANBERRA 531. 
“TELEGRAPHIC AnopREss: PRIMISTER.'' GANSERRA, 
‘CABLE ApoRess, “KINOLIER,'' CANBERRA. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canber rd, 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 15th January, 1s3S, embodying the 
text of a resolution passed by your Committee in 
recard to the question of making credits available to 
the Spanish Government to enable thet Government to 
purchase Australian primary products, and to inform 
you that the representations mace in connection with 


this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


P. Stalker, Esq., 
The Hon. Secretary, Secretary. 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
Ipswich Branch, 
Limestone Street, 
IPSWICH. 9Q°LD. 





@ PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





Release of Credit to Spain. 
Referred, for favour of advice. Copy has not 
been sent to any other Department. 
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COPY.BE. H.323/ 1/4 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
SYDNEY, 


esrd January, 1939. 


Dear Mr. Strahan, 


I am in receipt of the enclosure from 
Mr. C.J. McCarthy, Secretary of the Bondi Branch of the 
Australian Labour Party, relative to certain resolutions 
carried by his Branch. 

I shall be pleased if you will advise me 
with regard to these matters, so that I may incorporate 


your reply in a letter I propose writing to Mr. McCarthy. 


Yours sincerely, 
(SGD.) E.J. HARRISON 


Assistant Minister in Charge 
of Territories. 


F. Strahan, Esq., 

Secretary, 

Prime Minister's Department, 
CANBERRA . 





COPY. 


ol Penkivil Street, 
i8th January, 198°. 


Hon. EeJ. Harrison, M.H.R., 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


Dear Sir, 


The Eondi Branch of the Australian Labor Party at 
its last meeting instructed me to communicate the following 
motion, which was carried unanimously:- 


"That the Bondi Branch of the Australian Labor 
Party views with disapproval the decision of the Federal 
Government in its refusal to arrange credits with the 
Spanish Government for the purchase of Australian wheat. 


Knowing the Spanish Government has the reputation 
of honouring its obligations, the supply of wheat to 
Spain in its hour of need would not only be in the best 
interests of democracy, but would also assist the 
Australian farmers to find a much needed market, this 
arrangement would have been preferable to the tax on bread 
which is lowering the standard of living of the Australian 
people." 


It should not be necessary to stress any further to 
your Government the wonderful manitarian action to all concerned 
which the carrying out of this request would accomplish. 


Trusting to receive a very favourable and immediate 
reply, 


Yours faithfully, 
(SGD * ) CS ot . MCCARTHY 


secretary, 





@ PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


The Secretary. . _ | 
Department of External Affairs. 
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To the Prime Minister. 





Dear Sir, 


The above organisation requeste the Federal 
Government to grant the Republican Government of Spain 
export credits to enable it to purchase Australian wheat. 

Millions of Spanish people are homeless and 
starving as a result of the war of intervention in Spain. 

The Spanish Government desperately needs food 
and Australia has a surplus of wheat which the Spanis! 
Government could purchase if the necessary credits are 
arranged. 

This will not only help to feed millions in 
Spain but will assist Australian primary producers: 

I am, 


r ‘eee SS) ae ee 
Yours faithfully, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


26th Jamary, 1939. 
He 303/1/4- 


Canberra, 


in reply quote No. 


Dear Madam, 


I am directed to acknowledse the receipt of 
your letter of 19th January, 1959, expressing the views 
of your organisation on the question of making credits 
available to the Spanish Government for the purchase of 
Australian primary products, and to inform you that the 
representations made in connection with this matter have 
been noted. 

Yours faithfully, 


Secretary -« 


M/s. Edna Oh Hara, 


mere 24 


AR ° 


46, Bent Street, 
BATHURST. 


Secretary, 
Women's "Kerittury, 


N.S.W . 
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The Bondi Branch of the Australian Labor Party at 
its last meeting instructed me to communicate the following 
motion, which was "caer ad unanimously: - 


"That the Bondi Branch of the Australian Labor Part; 
views with disapproval the decision of the Federal’ 
Government, in its refusal to arrange credits with 
the Spanish Government for the purchase 
wh 16ate 
Knowing the Spanish Government has the reputation of 
honour ing its obligations, the supply 


. 

i oo 
- wheat VV 
. 


, 
spain in its hour of need would not only be in the 
best interests of democracy, but would also assist 
the Australian farmers to find a much needed market; 
this arrange rement would have been preferable to the 
os on bread which is lowerins the standard of livin 


the Australian people." 


1 


} J - ~la 2 : . o S sy #3: ' 
It should not be necessary to stress any further 
' ~ > « . e : 4 * 
to your Government the wonderful humanitarian action to all 
concerned which the carrying out of this request would 
accomplish. 
, lrusting to receive a very favourable and immediate 
reply, 
ply; 
Yours faithfully, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 26th Janw » 29505 
Ir Diy quant a. on 1/4 


Dear Sir, 


1 am directed tx acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of lSth January, 1959, embodying the text of 
a resolution passed by the Bondi Branch of the Australd4an 
Labour Party in connection with the guestion of making 
eredi*‘s available to the Spanish Government for the 
purchase of Australian primary products, end to inform 
you that the representations made have been noted, 


bea) Pm t 
Youre faithfully, 


Secretary 


CG. McCarthy, Esq. 
Secretary, 
Bondi Branch, 
Australian Labour Party, 
Sl Penkivil Strect, 
BOND It > N * Ss ol . 
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Hon. Je 
Prime Minister, 
Parliament ince 
CANBERRA. ©' LAND. 


At a meetins of the above Union held on the 
16th inst. the matter of marketine the Australian wheat 
surplus was discussed and the following re esolution was 
Carried with instructions that it be forwarded to the 


Prime Winister:- 


"This Union, knowing that as a result of General 
Franco's hunger war, the Spanish people urgently 
need food, and bearing in mind the ore of the 
league of Nations' experts confirming this demands 
that the Federal Government immedia te ély arrange for 
credits for wheat and other food to be ranted to 


the Spanish Republican | sovernment . Besides 
aiding the starving Spanish people, this action 
would also be of arent. benefit to the Australian 
farmers. and w ould help to ab SO orb surplus stocks 
of wheat and other foodstuffs 


Thanking you in anticipation. 


Yours faithfully, 


fann a DIT Two 
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AMAT Man 








‘YeLervome Nom CANBERRA 531. 
TELEGRAPHIC Apor , Painisrer,’ CANBERRA, 
SCAMLE <ss) " KINDLIER,"' CANBERRA. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


26th Janua 1939. 
Canberra, He 3257174 


in rely quote No 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledze the receipt of 
your letter of 18th January, 1939, embodying the text 
of a resolution passed at a meetine of the Australian 
Builders’ Labourers' Federation in connection with the 
question of making credits available to the Spanish 
Government for the purchase of Australian primary products 
and to inform you that the representations made in 
connection with this matter have been noted. 

Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


R. Surplus, Esq. . 
Secretary, 
Australian Builders Labourers’ 
Federation, 
Queensland Branch, 


Room 24, Trades Hall 
BRISBANE. O° LAND. 
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The Secretary, ee 
Department of External Affairs. 





MAKING CREDITS AVAILABLE TO THE REPUBLICAN 
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2 SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 


COPY WS. 4 


Box 305 P.O., 
Haymarket, 
SYDNEY. WN.S.¥. 


16th December, 1938. 


The Hon. Dr. Harle Page, 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


Dear Sir, 


I am enclosing circular recently issued by our Committee 
and a copy of a postcard in connection with a proposal that the 
Federal Government should grant credits to the Republican Government 
of Spain for the purpose of purchasing Australian wheet and other 
primary products. 


We would be grateful if you would advise us of what you 
think of this proposal and if you agree with it our Committee would give 
every assistance in having it put into effect. 


To us it appears an excellent way of assisting first of 
all the Australian farmers and the people of Spain. 


Yours faithfully, 
(signed) P.T. Thorne. 


Hon. Secretary. 


Encl: 





SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 


Box 305 P.0., Haymarket 
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 
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16th November, 1938. 


CIRCULAR. 
To country Organisations: 
Dear Sir, 


Arising out of a statement recently published in the 
press by Mr. G.W. Walker, of the Lindley Yalker Wheat Coy. Ltd., 
our Committee has discussed various proposals thereby the poor out- 
look for Australia's coming wheat crop might be considerably improved. 


Referring to the low price of wheat, Mr. Walker said: 
"The outlook is not hopeless, but there are dark clouds ahead." 
He then suggested that the Government should raise a special loan 
to save the wheat industry. 


Mr. Walker drew attention to the fact that Australia's 
wheat cheque had been as high as £50 million, while last year it 
was only £30 million, and it wouid be by chance if it reached that 
amount this year. In considering this question it occurred to our 
Committee that some effort should be made to utilise the excellent 
market offered by the Spanish Government. Australian wheat has 
heen sold to Spain before, but owing to the destruction of crops by 
the war the Spanish Government will be requiring larger orders this 
year. 


We suggest that eredits should be issued to the Spanish 
Government by the Australian Government for the purpose of purchasing 
Australian wheat at normal. prices, 


The healthy financial position of the Spanish Government 
revealed by the balance sheet of the Bank of Spain published in 
May last shows that such credits could be met. Reserves at the 
beginning of May were 1,600,000,000 pesetas, compared with 1,000,000,000 
pesetas when the war broke out. 





The excellent financial record of the Spanish Government 
in meeting all its international obligations has been emphasised on 
many occasions, but particular note should be made of the series of 
articles published in the famous London Journal "The Financial News" 
in March, April and November last year. 


Dealing with the spirit in which the Svanish Government 
had promptly met its liabilities under the "Madlon" Agreement, one 
of these articles stated: "This act will go a long way to inerease 
the prestige of the Valencia Government abroad. Pressed as it is 
by the financial requirements of national defence against the invasion 
of General Franco and his foreign allies, it has found the funds 
required for meeting an external obligation of Spain. This shows that, 
notwithstanding propaganda to the contrary, the Valencia Government 
respects private property, and the sanctity of contracts." 


We ask your organisation to discuss this question and to 
bring the matter before the Federal Government with a suggestion that 
such credits should be made available to the Spanish Government for 


the purchasing of Australian wheat and other primary products such as 
butter, cheese, etc. 


We will be glad to supply you with any further information on 
er aaa and trust that you will advise us of what action you 
ecide. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS ONLY 
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We endorse the appeal contained 


on this card and urge that your 
7. 


The Hon. Prime Minister 


Government take immediate steps 


to provide credits to the Spanzsh 

: = 5 Mr. J. A. Lyons 
Republican Government for the Y 
: 4 ; Canberra, A.C.T. 
purchase of Australian goods. 


Signed 








Millions of Spanish men, we 
are homeless and starvine 
in Spain. 

The Spanish Governme: 
and clorhing for the refugees who 
the territery under the contro! 
Government 


That such 


proved by the balance sheet 


published in May last 
reserves by 600,000,000 
of the war. In addition the 
has established: an unblemished 
its international obligations 
Government credits 
and clothe millions of refugees and wi 
time assist thousands Australian primary 
ducers and others. 
We ask you to help bring this about by 
forwarding this postcard to the Federal Gov- 
ernment and bringing the matter to the not- 


ice of your Federal member. 


SPANISH RELIEF COMMNTTEE 


A. McALPINE, PRESIDEN 
P.T. THORNE, SECRETARY 


Issued by the Spanish Relief - Committee, Box 305, 
Post Office, Haymarket, Sydney 


W-.A. Cummins . Printer . 258 George Street © Sydies 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 20th January, 1939 « 
-=He323/1/4.- 


In reply quote Ne 


Dear Sir, 


T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of 16th December, 1938, and enclosures relative to the question 
of making eredits available to the Republican Government of 
Spain for the purpose of purchasing Australian wheat and other 
primary products, and to inform you that the representations 
made have been noted and will receive consideration. 

A further communication will be addressed to you as 


early as practicable. 
Yours faithfully, 


iY Secretary 
P.T. Thorne, Esqe, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
Box 305, P.O. 
Haymarket, 
SYDNEY. N.S... 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





Credits to Sranish Government. 


Referred, by direction. Copy has not been 
sent to any other Department. 
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AUSTRALIAI 


FEDERATED UNION CF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEMEN. 
------_———_ 








VICTORIAN DIVISION 


Head Office, 
Loco Hall, 
Victoria Street, 
NORTH MELBOURNE, N.1. 


léth January, 19389. 


The Honourable the Prime Minister, 
Mr. J.A. Lyons, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


sir, 

I have been directed by my Executive to forward for 
the consideration of your Cabinet, the enclosed Postcard 
which sets out reasons why your Government should arrange 
eredits for the Spanish Government to enable the Government 
to purchase Australian Wheat and Frimary Products. This 
request is supported by my Union. 

Trusting that this matter will receive the early and 


favourable consideration of your Cabinet. - 


I am, 
Yours faithfully, 


(SGD S) W.Cc ee COLLINS, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, esrd January » 1939. 


fn redly quote No 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 12th January, 1939, and enclosure, 
expressing the views of your Union in regard to the 
question of making credits available to the Spanish 
Government to enable that Government to ,urthase Australian 
primary products, and to inform you that the representations 


made in connection with this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


F, J. MCKENNA 


The General Secretary, Secretary. 
Australian Federated Union 
of Locomotive Enginemen, 
Victorian Division, 
Victoria Street, 
NORTH MELBOURNE. N.1. 





 @ PRIME MINISTER'S .DDEPARTMENT. 


—__—— — No. H.323/1/4 
The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 








Referred, by direction. 
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THE OPERATIVE PAINTERS AND DECORATORS OF QUEENSLAND. 


Office No. 28 
Trades Hall 
Brisbane, 
January 16th, 1939. 


Hons J-A. Lyons, | 
Prime Minister 
Australian Commonwealth. 





Dear Sir, 


I am directed to forward the following 
resolution adopted by this Branch on 10th inst. 


"That this Union requests the Commonwealth 
Government to make available credits for Spain immediately, in 
view of fact that the Australian Wheat Farmers have a surplus of 


wheat for which they are unable to find a market. 


This would service a twofold purpose of 


assisting the Spanish People and the Australian Wheat Farmers. 


Faithfully Yours, 
(Sgd.) Wm. J. Wallace 


Secretary. 





TeLerHont No, CANBERRA 531, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 23rd January, 1939. 
Inveoly qnoteNo. He S23/1/4. 


Dear Sir, 


Se hig sadn — pp alee doe 

f your letter of anuary » s embodying the text o 

2 resolution passed by the Head Branch, The Operative Painters 
and Decorators of Queensland, concerning the question of making 
credits available to the Spanish Government to enable that 
Government to purchase Australian primary products, and to 
inform you that the representations made in connection with 


this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


h Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Head Branch, 
The Operative Painters & Decorators of Queensland, 


ffice Noe 28 
Trades Hall, 
BRISBANE. Q'lde 





“PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


— Noe H.323/1/4. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





GRANTING OF CREDITS TO SPANISH GOVERNMENT. 





Referred, by direction. 
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAYS UNION. 


Unity Hall, 
636 Bourke Street, 
Melbourne, C.l. 
18th January, 1939. 


The Honorable, 
The Prime Minister, 
CANBERRA. |e A Re 


Dear Sir; 


The present Fesvesen in Spain is causing 
apprehension to all democratical y minded people who view with 
etrong Seger etal tne policy of the erear powers in regard to 
the so-called non-intervention pact, the operation of which in 
effect is. peven Ne, the le itimately elected Government of Spain 
from providing for the homeless and starving people both resident 
and refugees. 


The need for food and clothing is so urgent that 
“ee Government could, by timely action, not only come to the aid of 
hese unfortunate victims of Fascist aggression, but could neee 
Australian primary producers in eS PREIS of their sell ucts, 
articularly of wheat, wool and meat, which it is understood the | 
overnment of Spain is prepared to purchase if the necessary credits 
are arranged by the Australian Governments. 


It is, therefore, desired that this matter be 
taken up throvgh your Federal Officers or through the State Premiers 
with a view to some early and suitable course o be heabuctn taken, 
éither through Governmental channels or in co-operation with the 
appropriate primary producers associations as may best fit the 
needs and the urgency of the case. 





Trusting that this matter will be given early 
and favorable consideration. 
Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd.)) J.F. Chapple 


General Secretary. 


LkPHONE No. ; CANBERRA 531. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 23rd January 7 1939 ° 
nvaveweN. He S23/1/Ae 


Dear Sirs 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 18th December, 1958, relative to the question of 
making credits available to the Spanish Government to enable 
that Government to purchase Australian primary products, and 


to inform you that the representations made in this regard have 


been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


F, J. MCKENNA 


. secretary. 
The General Secretary, : < 
Australian Railways Union, 


Unity Hall 
636 Bourke Street, 
MELBOURNE. Cel. 





/@ PRIME MINISTER’S,,. DEPARTMENT. 


— No. H.323/1/4. 
The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





GRANTING OF CREDITS TO SPANISH GOVERNMENT. 


Referred, by direction. 
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AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY 
VICTORIAN COUNCIL. 


191 Queen St. 
Melbourne C.l. 
January 20, 1939. 


The Prime Minister, 
CAN BE 


Dear Sir, 


At its monthly meeting held this week, the 
Victorian Council of the League for Peace and cei ag 

carried a resolution urging the Federal Government to help 

the Spanish pears and the Australian farmers by granting 
credits to the Spanish Government for the purchase of Australian 
wheat and other products. 


We feel that in view of the suffering in Spain 


and the need of helping our own primary producers, this reques 
will receive your sympathetic comsideration. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sod. ) LePs Fox. 
E SECRETARY. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 25rd J anu » 1939. 
In rely Goole'No, EAeOic 23/1/4. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the recsipt of 
your letter of 20th January, 1939, expressing the views of your 
Council in regard to the question of making credits available to 
the Spanish Government to enable that Government to purchase 
Australian pricsary products, and to inform you that the represent- 


ations made in connection with this mtter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


_ Secretary. 
The State Secretary ah 
Australian League - Peace and Democracy, 
Victorian Council, 
191 Queen Street, 


= Vic. 





- PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


y JADA - haa 
CL, Bile Hw 2° aS 7 ‘A 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 
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15th danuary, 1939. 
To the Rt.Hon. J .A-Lyons, §.C..M.P., 
CANPERRA . 

Dear Sir, 

the terrible state of things disclosed +} ibove 

. ‘ . i: Aes oy -z, el 4 ye 5 erty ° * 
cable appearing the the Sydney Herald of todey, must be appellin 

. a ~ ~~ ~~) > |} imooche my ee . 
to decent minced veOple . z OUFRTIC ut t & ' 2 & . inis _ ni tT ar 
“2 } - mr + > = al = h ve ~ 7. . . ~ = 4 

allegation by some irresponsible newsvaper corres ondent, but an 
official BEA SCNe nt by a member of the Iinternatior Commission of 


Assistance for Child refurees. 


the state of things is obv flously the result of Franco 
policy of endeavouring to break the norals of the supporters of th 
Spanish Government by starving their childrento death - « policy 
implemented by the bombing of food ships enterins Spanish 


Government ports. 


the appalline facts contained in the above statement 
may be welcomed by a section of Franco's supporters both in Spain 
and elsewhere but I do hope such perso constitute only an 
infinitessimal fraction of the people of Australia. 


5 
H 


But what are the neo 
to do about it? To deplore the 
children - something must be don 
done quickly to relieve the situ 


civilised countriés foing 
li not help these Starving 
n the interest of humanity and 


» @ Hyro 


able of taking action on a sufficien 
sufficient promotitude to save the 1 
it is too late. 


So far as we in Australia are concerned, I will sugges 
action by the Commonwealth Government as being the only body cap- 
y 1 nd with 


‘Australia is choked with a surplus of unsaleable wheat 
& proposal has even been ciade to destroy the balance of last 
season's wheat in the silos to make room for the new crop. What I 
would venture to sugeest to your Government, is that it cable the 
Hish Commissioner in London instructing ‘him to purchase there, 
some carzoes of wheat (Austrelimif procurable) end despatch it at 
once to Spain, the wheat to be replaced from the contents of our 
Silos, to be shipped from Australia as promptly as may be practic- 
able. (Incidentally this would mean a modictm of relief to dur 
lecal market, thouch to my mind, that is a minor consideration). 

Yeu May perhaps hold that such action the “Lovern- 
Ment would be quite unprecedented but so are the circumstances: 
Also it may be contended that this is a subject for rivate 
benevolence not for Fovernmental action = Fe tne 
Situation renders private action impossible. 

should your Gi ment see fat Ee wis so 420 
gesture in the interests of humanity. 1 i SNOW, Save 
almost unanimous approvel fred gene S mince Uresier 
DeOpie anc any protest by a minority of neoe's su vers if 
Australia should be ifnored. 





"Neerly 1,000,000 chtidren in Republican Soain 
are’ actually starving”, declared Mr. Malcolm Lill 
Commissioner ot the International Commission of 


Assistance for child refugees today. "Only 5O per cent. 


of the 4,000,000 children in Spain have sufficient food 


to prevent physical dereneration. Nationalist children 
only require more fish liver oil and milk, but thousands 


. - th 7 il nef ~ - on 7 - . mm "1, - 
of Kepublican children have not seen bread for weeks.™ 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 


2rd January, 1939. 
In reply quote No. He 323/ 1/4. 


Dear Sirs 


T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 15th January, 1939, concerning the question 
of granting some form of relief to the supporters of the 
Spanish Government, and to inform you that the representetions 
made have been noted and will receive consideration. 


Yours faithfully, 


diy Secretary 


/ 

The Hon. Arthur Griffith, 
Asbestos House, 
York Street, 
SYDNEY. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs 





Referred, by direction. 
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I have been instructed the embers of 
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this Branch to write te you askinse that ou will 
| and “4 ayo o wm sy me" ea ¥ © © ~ _ i a 

pbrevice credit for the supply wheat ar other food- 
f* \- wo An ' } Dia - oe mw, — ; > 3 a oh Baie 

stuffs to the "Spanish Republican rovernment”, thereby 


“~~ 


easing the position of the wheat farmers and o 


® 
+ 
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in the Commonwealth. 





LarHone No NBERRA 531. 
Rate ea Ap age * PaiMisTER,”’ CANBERRA. 


OD: 
ay ‘KINDLIER,"”’ CANBERRA. 





: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTM ENT, 


Canberra, ifth January, 1939. 
in realy quote Ne. 


H.323/1/4. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 17th January, 1939, expressing the views 
of the Griffith Branch of the Australian Labor Party in 
regard to the question of making credits available to the 
Spanish Government, and to inform you that the representa- 
tions made in connection with this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Ly secretary. 


i, iF 


the Secretary 
Griffith Branch, 
Australian Labor Perty, 
Box 469 


GRIFFITH. N.s.w. 
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SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE 


a.’ KURRAJONG HOUSE 
Ars. VANCE PALMER Room 4 ° Floor 5 
Phone: Windsor 2/01 
: ; 177 Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1 
ears, Sky BAILLIE Phone Central 4946 
‘Phone: Central 4946 
Hon. Treasurer— iS8th January, 1 n 
tr. H. W. DAVIES Je 1939 
Phone: F /86/ 


The Hon. Richard Casey, M.H.R., 
Dear Sir, 


We would like earnestly to commend to your attention the 
question of the Federal Government issuing credits to the Spanish 
Government. 


As a relief committee we are naturally anxious to allev- 
fate the appalling sufferings of the Spanish people who, with a 
vast refucee population and a semi-blockede, are near starvation, 


Besides appealing to the humanitarian feclings of our 
people we think that a scheme to enable quantities of our surplus 
primary products, such as wheat, to be sold abroad should be 
popular with the farming population, especially in view of the 
suggestion of the Yorld Wheat Advisory Board re restricting the 
areas under wheat. Such a restriction would greatly embarrass our 
farmers who look to the extension of markets to solve their pro- 
blems. 


The healthy financial position of the Spanish Government 
revealed by the valance sheet of the Bank of Spain, published in 
Hay last, shows that such credits could te met. Reserves were ther 
1,600,000,000 pesetas, compared with 1,900,000,000 pesetas when 
the war broke out, 


The Govermment's excellent record in me ting all its inte: 
national obligations has been emphasised on many oceasions; for 
instance, the well-known London journal “The Financial Times", 
dealing with the spirit in which the Spanish Government had met 
its liabilities under the “*Madlon" agreement, statedg- 


"This act will go a long way to increase the prestige of 
the Valencia Government abroad. Pressed as it is by the financial 
requirements of national defence against the invasion of General 
Franco end his foreign allies, it has found the funds required for 
meeting an external obligetion of Spain. This shows that, not- 
withstanding propaganda to the contrary, the Valencia Government 
respects private property, and the sanctity of contracts." 


You will have noticed that recently both the American 
end French Governments gave credits to the Spanish Government for 
Substantial quentities of wheat and flour. 


We beg you to bring the matter before the Federal Govern- 
ment when it meets, and use your influenee to see that Australia 


benefits both the Spanish Government and their own com unity by, 
@ similar measure, 


Yours very sincerely, 


Heke Rar the ( for - A) 


Hon, Secretary. 





@ PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


4-323/1/4. 


The Secretary,  _ AP 
Department of External Affairs. 


Referred, by direction. 


Copy has not been sent to any other Department. 
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4% : aw ene en Ane ,aAOTH 
10tn January, i1Yydy-. 


The Prime Minister, 
Commonwealth of Australia, 


CANBERRA . A 5 C ol ° 
Dear Sir, 


With a view of securing the sale of some of Australia's 
surplus wheat, and in the humanitarian attempt to relieve the 
severe food shortage in Republican Spain, the Committee of Manage- 
ment of this Union suggests that the Commonwealth Government should 
grant credits to the Spanish Government to enable that Government 





prices. 


According to the “Financial Times", the Spanish Govern- 


ment has in the past met its liabilities, notwithstanding the 
terrible and inhuman war, which is being waged against it. 


By granting the credits as suggested, a twofold purpose 
will be served, viz-, the disposal of surplus primary products of 
Australia, and the relief of the food shortage in Spain, which 1s 
Causing great suffering amongst innocent women, children, and many 
aged men. 


Yours truly, 


Secretary - 


TELEPHONE No. CANBERRA 531. 
TELEGRAPHIC Avonres) "Pri IMIBTER. ‘ CANBERRA, 
Cassie Andress. NBERRA. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


17th J » 1939. 
Canberra, qo ao3yi Pr ted 


In redly quote No 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of i5th Jamary, 1959, concerning the suggestion of 
the Committee of Management of your Union that the Commonwealth 
Government should grant credits to the Spanish Government, and 
to inform you that the representations made in connection with 


this matter have been noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


H. E. Foster, Eso., 
Secretary, 
Melbourne Branch, 
Tne Plumbers 3 Gasfitters 
poner ee Union 
18, Trades Hall, 
MELBOU Gadg 





Hon. J»A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
OANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


I have been instructed by the Local Branch of the 
Communist Party of Australia, Riverina Section, for you to 
reconsider your decision of refusal to issue credits to the 
Democratic Government of Spain. This Branch thinks that in view 
of the fact that the Governments of Sweden, U.S.A., Switzerland 
and other Democratic countries are assisting the elected 
Democratic Government of Spain with food shipments and medical 
Supplies, and as the Australian Wheat Farmers have a surplus 
of wheat for which they are unable to find a market, we request 
that the Australian Government make available credits for Spain 
immediately and thus serve the twofold purpose of assisting 
the Spanish people to retain their Democratic Government, and the 
Australian Farmers. 

For and on behalf of 


criffith Branch, Riverina Section, 
Communist Party of Australia 


(IAT \ PORERT WADT 
\ulrve j nNVBSAAL ie mats 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


17th deat Wane 


Canberra, 


» tedly gaote No, 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 9th Janmaary. 1959, expressing the views of your 
Branch in regard ti the question of makins credits availeble 
to the Spanish Government and to inferm you that the 
representations mede in connection with this matter have 


been noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


secretary. 


Robert A. Hart, Esa., 
Secretary 
Griffith Branch, Riverina Section, 
Communist party of Australia, 
x 


cRIShIIE. N.S2We 





476 Glenmore Rd., 
EDGECLIFF. 


a 
oYQANSGY e 
. 


9. 1.39 


Hon. J. A» Lyons, | . 
Prime Minister of Australia. 





Sir, 

AS an Australian elector, I wish to urge your Government 
to. grant credits to the Spanish Government to enable them to 
purchase Australian wheat and other primary products. I consider 
this would be a sound investment in view of the good record of 
the Spanish Government in meeting international obligations. I 
would also like to point out that it would be a much more satis- 
factory way of helping our farmers than a flour tax which only 
creates more hardship for the poorer sections of the community . 

In granting credits to the Spanish Government we would 
be giving substantial aid to our own farmers, and at the same 
time helping the cause of Liberty and Humanity in accordance with 
the principles of the League of Nations of which Australia is a 
member. I feel as electors, the people of this country have 
évery rizht to expect of their representatives that they should 
Sive aid to Democracy against Fascism in every possible way. 


Yours faithfully, 


(SGD.) FRANCES McGREGOR 


‘Tetarvone No. | ogres, PeiMisre $31. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


17th January, 1939. 
Canberra, H.323/1/4. 


In renly quote No 


Dear Madam, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 9th January, 1939, relative to the question of 
making credits available to the Spanish Government and to 


inform you that the representations made have been noted. 


Yours faithfuliy, 


Secretary. 


M/e. Frances McGregor, 


476, Glenmore Road, 
EDGECLIFF. N.S. 





@PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


WB/Me H.323/1/k. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
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any other Department, 


MB A _ 


. Secretary, 


16/1/39. 





WOASTLE BRANCH, SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTER, 


20 Narara Road, 
A dam 5s t OWN. . 
6th January, 1939. 


The Right Hon. J.A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
Government House, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 
At a meeting of the Newcastle Branch of the 
Spanish Relief Committee it was resolved that the following 


motion be forwarded to you, 


"In view of the fact that the Governments of 
Sweden, Switzerland, France, the United States of 
America, and other Democratic coumtries are assist- 
ing the elected Democratic Government of Spain with 
food shipments and medical supplies, and as the 
Australian wheat farmers have a surplus of wheat for 
which they are unable to find a market, we request 
the Australian Government to make available credits 
for Spain immediately, and thus serve the twofold 
purpose of assisting the Spanish people and the 
Australian wheat farmers." 


We trust that this matter will be brought 
before Parliament without delay, 


Yours faithfully, 


(SGD) MRS. A. WILSON 
Hon. Secretary. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 





Canberra, 


H.5235/1/4, 


Dear Madam, 


I am directed to acimowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 6th January, 19359, embodying the text 
of & resolution carried at a meeting of your Branch 
in which it is urged that the Conmonwealth Governnent 
made credits available to the Spanish Government, and 
to inform you that is representations made in connection 
with the matter have been noted and will be given considers 
ation. 

Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Mrs, A, Wilson, 
fon. Seeretary, 
Neweastle Branch, Spanish Relief 
Comnittee, 

20 Narara R 
pa 
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FAIRFIELD BRANCH, A.L.P, 
"Surrey", 
Hamilton Road, 
FAIRFIELD, 
9/1/39. 


The Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, 


Dear Sir, 

My branch at its last meeting unanimously 
earried the following resolution: 

That the Federal Government immediately 
make available credits to the Spanish Government for the 
purchasing of Australian wheat for the starving women and 
children of Spain. 

Your Government would be doing a two-fold 
duty, viz., assisting the wheat farmers of this country, 
and least, but not last, serving humanity's greatest 
cause, helping defenceless and starving women and children 
in a war-torn country, who refuse to submit to the tyranny 
or ruthless and inhumane monsters, 

Yours faithfully, 


(SGD) R.A. BOYD, 
Hon. Sec. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 


B.323/1/h. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 9th January, 1939, enbodying the text 
of a resOlution carried by your Branch urging that 
the Commonwealth Government make credits available to 
the Spanish Government for the purthase of Australian 
wheat, and to inform you that the representations made 
in connection with the matter have been noted and will 
be given consideration, 

Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
R.A. Boyd, Esae, 
Hon, Secretary, 
Fairfield Branch, AsLePay 
“Surrey”, 
Hamilton Road, 


PAITRFIELD. N.S.V. 





ie MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


WB/BE H.323/1/4 





The Secretary, oe: 
Department of External Affairs. 





Release of credits to Spanish Government. 


Referred, by direction. Copy has not been 


sent to any other Department. 
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA, 


Section of the Communist International 
N 5 We District, 
sastern Syburbs Section, 


Kings Cross Branch, 
27.12.38. 


Hon. J.A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia, 


Dear Sir, 
At the last meeting of the above branch of the 
Communist Party of Australia the following resolution was carried: 
"Just as other democratic countries of the world 
are assisting the elected democratic government of Spain 
with food shipments and medical supplies, and as the 
Australian wheat farmers have a surplus of wheat for which 
they are unable to find a market, we request the Australian 
Government to make available credits for Spain immediately 
and thus serve the twofold purpose of assisting the Spanish 


peoples and the Australian farmers." 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary, 
Kings Cross Branch, C.P.of A. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, l2th January, 1939 


in refly qeote N . 


Dear Sir, 

I am Girected to acknowledre the receipt of 
your letter of 27th December, 1938, embodying the text 
of « resolution carried by your Brayich in which it is 
suggested that the Commonwealth Government make cre@its 
available to the Spanish Government, and to int‘orm you 
that the representations made in connection with the 
matter have been noted and will be civen consideration. 

Yours faithfully, 


M. Aarons, Esq., 
Secretary, 
Kings Cross Branch, Secretary. 
Communist Party of Australia, 
C/- Cx Boyd , 
i@4 Oxford Street,DARLINGHURST. 





@PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


WB /Mc He35235/1/k4. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 





SUGGESTION THAT CREDITS BE ISSUED TO THE 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT FOR PURCHASE OF 


A USTRAL 1 AN Wi iE AT . 





Referred, by direction, 4 copy has not been sent 


to any other Department. 


 sceratann. 
11/1/39. 
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Dear Sir, 

I forward herewith a communication 
addressed to me by Miss H. Baillie, Honorary Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, Kurrajong House, 177 Collins 
es | sy Street, Melbourne, G.l, containing a suggestion that 
cs eredits be issued to the Spanish Government by the 

Australian Government for the purchase of Australian 
SS ; wheat at normal prices. 
Se 3 Sones eye Miss Baillie has been informed that the . 
- matter has been referred to the Commonwealth Government 


for consideration. 


ri abl P 
- . ee 


Yours faithfully, 


Premier. 


The Honorable 
the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, 


ER: * A-CsTe 
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The Premier, 
Parliament House, 
Melbourne. 


Dear Sir, 


In discussing the severe food Shortage in Repub- 
lican Spain, which is causing great suffering to the Spanish 
€ 


people and is the most Press sing proble contronting the Spanish 
Government today, our Committee has Evolved a proposal which 
Should assist the Spanish beople and at the same time improve the 
position of the Australian wheat industry. AS was recently 
pointed out by Mr. G.W. Wa: lker, of the Lindley Walker Wheat Coye 


Ltd. , Australia's wheat ch €que has been as high as £50 mi Llion, 
but last yeer it was only £30 million and it ie unlikely that it 
will reach that amount this year; while the bad position of the 
industry has been pe gues home to us in an inpleasant way by the 
recent ly imposed Excise Tax on flour. We consider rtss 

€ffort should be made to pono the excellent market o7 Fra il by 
the Spanish Government. Australian wheat has been sold in " Shekh 
before, but owing to the Pee ia deans of crops by the war the 
Spanish Government will be requiring larger orders this year. Ve 
Suggest that credits should be is sSueda to bins Spanish Government. by 
the Australian Government for the purchase of Australian wheat at 
normal prices, 


ry 
- 
© 


The healthy financial pal 
1 published 


m 

‘ - 
ment revealed by the belsnce Sheet of the Bank of Snpa I 
in May Isst shows that Such credits could be met. Reserves at the 
beginning of May were 1,600,000,000 pesetas, compared with 
1,000,900,000 EVES eas eee the war broke out. The Government's 
excel lent record in meeting its International obligations has been 
emphasised on many occasions; for instance the well-known London 
journel "The Financial Times", dealing with the spirit in which the 
Spanish Government had met ‘its liabilities under the "Madlon” seres- 
ment stated: “This ect wil Fo a long way to crease the prestige 
Of the Valencia Government abroad, Ere ssed- ; t is by 7 finan- 


Cial requirements of national de fence again: the invasion oj 


General Franeo and his foreign allies, it has py 
required for meeting an external Ooblication of Svain. ‘his shows 
that, notwithstanding propagenda to the contrary, the Valencia 
Government respects private property and the sanctit> f contracts. 
A resolution on this subject has been sent to the Py ini SGCr. 
NX yrs ar NAAhrark /- bred = hal +h c '. } , : Very 
i JCu € ms oreo a! A ef CAL - ~ - ws Tor = 
ment Spain has becom Neressincely se 12 +0 the ~e imber 
~ " = - AAA c i? icr esasi ~ —,) aC iw ~ slaw <—~ ‘ pea & 
7 > Ur 4 — - Tot nN 7 Sat hie e league : 
of Tefugees who have fled from Nationalist Svsin. e lesa of 
Nations. experts, Sir Denis Bray and Lawrence Spster, 20 Nave Just 
is Bra; rence 3 
Peturned from a tour of investigation into the food situation in 
Government Spain state that this is due té the influx of refugees 
= +. 5. i. ~ - = ‘se ~ - = - ,. ee 
ena to the Rebel blocade of Loyalist ports, chief eit OsCea ec ne 
= + 
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Sinking of food shi 
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A - eo a 
A deputation of our Committees would 7 
s . nite WU Le +f )} sts. >lee ~ 
tO wait on you and give you further narticy) Lia be pleased 
A 7. > nt - mae ee " — ire = = - iCcu tar 2) : is Hh 
A member of cur Committee, Mr. A. Howells jak, me oe 
- fy . ~ . a : . mo). ee ae Red : oS 37 I- ne 
from Spain and is qualified to speak on the food anecthoe 
~MCGH Uil ULE LOoOodg question, 


matter its earnest consideration. 





@PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
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ays ~S r 
WB/WS a> H.523/1/4/. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





ment stil) 1 


Referred, by direction. A copy has 
to the Departments of Commerce and Trade and Cu 


~ 
me 


\ MIB UE 


~\.\ tM : 
™) \ Secretary. 


Sth January, i939, 
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NEWCASTLE. 


2/1/°39. 


To Mre Lycns. 


Dear Sir, 


I am instructed by the Newcastle Rail Branch of the 
Communist Party to forward a request to your Government asking 
that credits be made available to the Republican Government of 
Spain to enable them to purchase Australian wheat which is 
urgently needed to ward off starvation to the suffering women 
and children of Spain. We believe that by doing so that your 
Government would be serving a worthy and humane cause, and at 
the same time conferring a boon on Australian farmers. 

We desire to direct your attention to the action of 
the U.S.A. in providing credits to Spain similar to those that 
we suggest. 

Yours faithfully, 


(sipmed) J. Fraser. (Branch Sec.) 


Address. C/o Room 7, Trades Hall, 





TELEPHONE » CANBERRA 531. 
No ast ‘ PrIMisTeR,” CANBERRA. 
on %  KINDLIER,"* CANBERRA, 
5 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, Fj. Me 393/1/4 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed to acimowledge the receipt of your 


letter of @nd January, 1959, in regard to the question of 

the Commonwealth Govermment granting credit facilities to 

the Spanish Government for the purchase of food, and to 
form you that the representations made in ecomection with 


the matter have been noted and will be given consideration, 


Yours fai thfully, 


Secretary, 


J. Fraser, Esq., 
Branch Secretary, 
Newcastle Rail Branch 
of the Communist Party, 
Room 7, 
Trades Hall, 
NEW ASTLE, 


‘« 
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King's Cross Branch of the A.L.P. 


At the last meeting of this branch the following 


resolution Was carried;- 


"That a letter be sent to Mr. Ly 


the Federal Governnen 


ct 
ie 
mW 
ss 
ay) 
oy 


1 
Spanish Government so that they will be able + 
our surplus wheat." 
Hoping you will be able to take some action in 


this matter, 


(signed) A.W. Fraser, 
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TELEPHONE No. - CANBERRA 531. 

“TELEGRAPHIC Anpress| “ PRIMISTER,"' CANBERRA, 
Cane Aporess: ‘ KINOLIER."’ CANBERRA. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


— . = or 
a TL s . shy > 


Canberra, ~™ 


ln retdy quarts Ne 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed to ocknowledge the receipt of 


your Rotter of Sist- Necember, 1935, cmb fying the text 


of a resolution carricd by your Branch in rerard to the 


he ~, - . - rt ~ ~~. | +4 * 
ques tio 1 Oo ‘ © COM mwveal uv 


Goverment cranting credit 
facilitics to the Spenicsh Covernment for the purchase of 
that +t) term f the resolution 


-. £24955 F of . : 2 = 
an ali be give TIS LUCHUULLION. 
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Secre 


A.W. Yraser, Ese, 
King’s Cross Brench 
of the Australian Labor Party, 
a3 Kellett Strect, 


RImG*S CROSS.  %.S.s 
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DECODE OF CABLEGRAM,. 
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the e Secretary, 


Ala “Department ef Bxternal Affaire. 
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Biseewnhose property of the whole family have been confiscated with no réaa 


i? snaying been many times in ftaly: and) Germany “thank ane toneratylate you 
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@PRIME MINISTER’S,,.DEPARTMENT. 
The Secretary, te: oe crane es 





CREDITS TO SPANISH GOVERNMENT TO ‘ai a 
PURCHASE AUSTRALIAN GOODS. : 





Referred, by direction. 
Copy has also been sent to the Departments of Comm 
Trade and Customs. ne ie Sees 
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~ IW iA Ute 
Secretary, 
yoy 4.1.39. 
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30/12/38. 


45 Viola Street, 


Punchbowl. 


From/ 
Pumehbowl Pionecrs, 
Punchbowl 


To Hon. d- Lyons, UM eRe » 


Dear Sir, 

On behalf of the Pumchbowl Pioneers I have been instructed 
to write to yon and your Goverment requesting you and your Govern- 
ment to co-operate with the Spanish Relief Committee of Sydney in 
making surplus Wheat available to the Spanish Government for the 
fecding ot the Spanish people in their fight for Democracy and at 
the samc time assisting the Wheat farmers of this comtry in 
disposing of their surplus wheat md also creating a new market 
for Australian wheat. 


Trusting you will give this request your earlicst 
consideration, 


Yours in Unity, 
(Sgd.) P. Lott 
Hone See 
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ELEFHONE No. CANBERRA 531. 
re APHIC Aponess| PR!MIsTER,"’ CANBERRA, 
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» 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Conk é£th Janunry, 2959. 
anbeTrTra, 
H. $238/1/4. 


se * 
I } Al 
sn rediy.quole iVo, 


Dear Sir, 

I aa directed to acknowledcc the receipt of 
your ictter of 50th Decomber, 1955, suggesting that 
surpins Australian wheat be made available to the Spanish 
Government, and to inform you that the representations 
made in connection with the matter have been noted and 


will be given consideratiaon. 


Yours faithfolly, 


Sceretary. 
Pp. lott, UStes 
Hon. Sceretary, 
Punchbowl Pioncers, 
45 Viola Strect, 
PUNGGOL. UaSall. 
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West Coburg Branch, A.L.P. 
286 Bell Street, 
W. Coburg, N.13. 


24.12.6586 


Hon. J.-A. Lyons, 


Sir, 


I am instructed to write as follows - 


That your Government be written to pointing 
out the financial success of the Republican Government of 
Spain and that this Branch of the A.L.P. requests that 


credits be given to Spain to enable them to purchase foodstuffs. 


Yours obediently, 
(Sgd.) E. Harrison 


Hon. Sec. 





“TELAPHONE No. CANBERRA 531. 
TRLEGRAPHIC Anpress: “PRIMIsTER,’’ CANBERRA, 
Caste Aporess. “ KINOLIER,”” CANBERRA, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTM ENT, 


4th January, 1959, 
Canberra, H. $23/1/4. 


In reply quote No 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledre the receipt 
of your letter of 24th December, 1938, urging that 
eredits be given to the Spanish Government for the 
purchase of foodstuffs, and to inform you that the 
representations made in connection with the matter 


have been noted and will be given consideration, 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


E. Harrison, Esq., 
Hon. Secretary, 
West Coburg Branch, 
Australian Labour Party, 
286 Bell Street, 


WEST COBURG, N13.  Yic. 
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SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE 





Kurrajong House, 
Room 4 = Floor 5 
177 Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1 


22nd December, 19368. 


The Prime Minister. 





Dear Sir, 


At their last General Meeting, our Committee passed the 
following resolution:- 


"In. view of the great shortage of food in Government Spain, 
this meeting of the Spanish Relief Committee, reoguests the Federal 
Government to grant credit facilities to the Spanish Government 
to purchase food for the Spanish people. 


"It stresses the healthy financial position of the Spanish 
Government, as revealed by the balance-sheet of the Bank of Spain 
and its excellent record for meeting its financial obligations 
as stated in the London Financial Times." 


My Committee trusts that you will give this matter your 
earnest consideration. 


in material we receive from Spain, reference has been 
made to the great assistance that has been given by Relief Organisa- 
tions through the International Commission. Thousands of meals are 
being given to the children through the sums donated by the various 
Governments, including Australia. 


America has sent a large auantity of wheat as a dona- 
tion to Spain. This has been sent to both sides, but the greater 
proportion has been sent to the Government as the population in 
Government territory has been swollen by the approximately 3,000,000 
refugees fled from the territory held by General Franco. 


The recent Commission of the League of Nations, which 
investigated food conditions in Government Spain, has made strong 
recommendations to Governments to send food and thus avoid the 
famine which at present threatens the women and children of Spain. 


If credits are made available by the Australian Govern- 
ment the Spanish Government would be able to purchase wheat at normal 
prices, 

Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd.) Helen Baillie 


TeLErHONt ' No NBERRA 531. 
TeLsanrarnic pittareas ™ PRiMisTER.”’ CANBERRA, 
Camuz Apprnss, “ KINOLIER,"’ CANBERRA, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Conk 4th January, 1939, 
anberra, i. 523/1/4. 


in reply quote No 


Dear Madam, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 22nd December, 1958, embodying the text of 
& resolution carried by your Committee in regard to the 
question of the Commonwealth Government granting credit 
facilities to the Spanish Government for the purchase of 
food, and to inform you that the terms of the resolution 


have been noted and will be civen consideration. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Hon. Seeretary, 
Spanish Relief Comittee, 
jong House, 
Room 4, Floor 5, 
177 Collins Sirect, 
O 


ie 





SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTSE. 





West Australian Section, 


Box NiL26, G.P.0, 
PERTH 
Decenber 27, 1958, 


The Prime Minister, 
Hon.ed.Lyons, 
Canberra 


Dear Sir, 


It was reported in "The West Australian" on December 23 
that the United States Covernment has taken steps to distribute 
wheat end flour among Spanish non-combatants, to relieve the 
undoubted suffering which has resulted from the civil war. 


At a meeting of this committee, held on the same day, it 
was decided to appeal to you to act in a similar matter on 
behalf of the Government of Australia, 


Purchese by the Government of wheat for Spain would be of 
material help to Australian farmers and be a humanitarian gesture 
which would bring credit cn the Government and people @ Australia. 


The scheme, we feel, could be extended to other Australian 
primary products and, in cases where there is a surplus, would 
be of material help to the producers concerned, 


We know that the Commonwealth Government has already made 
£5,000 stg. availuble for relief in Spain but feel that this 
Gesture would be justified in view of the continued 
ing, accentuated by the winter season. 





Yours faithfully, 
(Sed.) N. Bartlett 
Acting-Secretary. 


TeLervOxn No . CANBERRA 531. 
TELEGRAPHIC Avonres: ( Priminren,”’ CANBERRA, 
CABLE Acporness, “ KINOLIER,”’ CANBERRA, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTM ENT, 


Canberra, ~ ith January, 1939. 
Jn reply gnofe No li. SP S/1/S- 


Dear Sir, 

i om cirected to acknowledire the recoiot of 
your ictter of 27th Deconber, 1958, urrine that the 
Commonwealth Government distribute wheat end flour among 
Spanish non-cosbatants, ani to inform you that the 
representations made in connection with the matter have 
deen noted and will be civen consideration. 


Yours faithfully, 


The Acting tary ' sin 
Secretar 
Spanish Relief Comuttec, 
West Australian Section, 
Box 11126, 6.P.0. 
Za «= Bad 


NIA A- AOR 
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» PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


cL/WS ©.325/9/3. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of “xternal Affairs. 





PURCHASE OF AUSTRALIAN WHEAT, 
Referred, by direction. A copy has been scent to the 
Department of Commerce. 


ial, 


jo Secretary. 
4tn January, 193595. 
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AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY. 
Carnegie Branch. 


22nd December, 1938, 


Hon. Js Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
Canberrae 


Dear Sir, 


IT am requested by the above Organisation to suggest 
that the Government consider making credits available to the 
Spanish Government for the purchase of Australian wheat and 
other primary products. 

In view of the position of the wheat industry, which 
has been brought home to us in an unpleasant way by the recently 
imposed Excise Tax on flour, this suggestion may be advantageous 
to Australia. 

Mr. Cordell Hull, Secretary for State, America, has 
advised his Government to supply wheat to Spsin,g and reference has 


been made that this is in line with the League Commission Report. 


Yours sincerely, 


(signed) R.J. Miller, 


Honoraiy Secretary. 
R.J. Miller, Hon. Sec. 


120 Mimosa Road, 


Carnegie, ‘°.E.9. Victoria, 





TELEPHONE NO, ; CAWhermA $3), 
3% TELEGRAPHIC Aoonrrss, PRIMISTER,S’ CANDEHRA 
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CApLe© Aporess, " KINDLIER.’’ CANGERRA 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTM ENT. 


Canberra, 
int re : FH A 1 9 J 7 . 
ji ny We 355/97 5 * 


Deor Sif, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of <cend Lecember, 1936, im regard to the question 
of maxing credits available to the Spanish Government for 
the purchsee of Australian wheat and other primary producte 
and to inform you that the representations made in connece- 


tion with the matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretarye 


RJ. Willer, BSGey 
Hon, Secretary, 
Carnegie branch, 
‘ustralian Labor Party, 
120 Mimoge Road 
CARNEGIE Se] 


we 














| WHEAT FOR 
| SPAIN. 


Move in U.S.A. 


HELP IN VITED. 
Underfed Civilians. 


WASHINGTON, Dec, 22. | 
The Department of State an- 
nounced plans for the distribution of | 
surplus United States wheat in order 
to prevent starvation and the Spread | 
of disease amone civilians in Spain. | 
The United States Government has 
also invited other nations to give food 
or money. 
The Government will purchase’ 


3,000,000 bushels of wheat in the next | 
Six months, and will hand it over to the | 


International Red Cross Society for 
Storage or transportation. 

When milled, jt will provide 600,000 barrels | 
| of flour, which will be distributed impartially | 
(among non-combatants in Spain, 

The nutritional problem in Spain has been | 
giving concern not only to humanitarian bodies / 
in the U.S.A. and the British Empire, but | 
| 8lso to departmental] experts who have been 
associated with the work on nutrition of the 
| League of Nations. 

Australian circles, it is Stated, adwocate that | 
the Commonwealth should make a contribu- | 


tion of dried milk for the under-nourished 
once and children of both factions in 

Pain, 

It is emphasised that the heed for cssen- 
tial vitamins {s becoming paramount among 
the civilians, and that such contributions 
would be of first-rate importance for the 
relief of suffering and would. Perhaps, be | 
more important than the Provision! of wheat 


BRITAIN CONFERRING WITH U.S.A. 
AND FRANCE. 
(British Official! Wireless.) 


Prance regarding the despatch of supplies of 
, Supplies of 
food to the clyil Population of Spain: as has 
been recommended by a League Commission 
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Proposal 
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(2 papers). 





AUSTRALIAN RAILWAYS UNION. 
(New South Wales Branch) 


23 High Street, 
anter bury. 
9th December, 1938. 


The Rt. Hon. J. A. lyons, 
Prime Minister, 


Sir, 
At the December meeting of this Sub-Branch the foll- 


owing resolution was carried unanimously. 


"This sub-Branch places 4 i al forward 
to the Lyons Government that will assist 
the farmers to sell their surplus wheat, 
and thereby lift a debt fram the people of 
Australia who have been burdened by the 
recent imposition of the Flour Tax. fle 
stg ng that hg Government give credits 

o the Spanish Government _to allow them to 
purchase wheat in Australia. 


We believe that if these credits are given 
to this Government the dismal future plight 
of the farmers of this country will be. 
minimised and the need to further continue 
the flour tax will not be necessary. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) W. Green, 
Hon. Secretary. 
Sir, 


I might add, that the statements put forward m 
members in supporting this resolution seal he 4 


(1) The lo-American Trade Treaty which 
StTA seatcint the purchase fo Taeland 
of wheat fram Australia. 


(2) The recent flour tax has been passed 
on to those - per medium of the rise 
in bread - who can ill afford to pay. 

(3) The Spanish Goverment are seeking 
food supplies to feed its improvished 


people, and are financially solvent to 
pay for same. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) W. Green, 


Hon. Secretary. 








COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 
14th Degenber 1938. 
lei 1 323/1) 46 


Dear Sir, 

I an directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 9th December, 1938, in regard to the 
proposal thet the Commonwealth Government grant credits 
to the Spanish Government to enable it to purchase 
4ustralien wheat, and to inform you that the representa- 
tions made in connection with the matter have been noted 
and will be «iven consideration. 

Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 





a. a Esqe, 
Hon. secretary 
ain 


at 


Rail Union 
Harbour Sub-Branch, 
treet, 
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TeLnonarn iC ADORESS;: 'PRIMISTER,” CANBEIRTOA 





lun — =r 
a ed . @ * 
2. 7 Fa 

ul Ue , r, - 


The Right Hon. Prime Minister, 
iit. NB ie LYONS, 
ae 7 


Sir, 


I have been directed by a special meeting of the 
above Committee to communicate with you and request that 
the Federal Government should grant the Republican 
Government of Spain expar't eredits to enable it to 
purchase Australian wheat and other primary products. 


Millions of Spanish men and omen an ildre: 
are homeless and starving as a result of the war in pain. 


The Spanish Government urgently needs food and cloth- 
ing for the refugees who pour daily into territory under 
the control of the Republican Government. 


fustralia has a surplus of these goods: wh 
and wool ete., which the Government of Spain wor 
if the necessary credits are arranged by vhe Au 


Government. That such credits are a sound inve ent is 
proved by the Balance Sheet of the Bank of Spain published 
in May lest which shows an increase of reserves by 600,000, 00 
aha a Since the outbreak of the war. In addition the 
panish Government has established an unblemished record in 
meeting its international obligations. 

Government credits to Spain will help to feed and 
cloth the millions of refugees and will at the same time 

+ 


assist thousands of Australian primary producers and others, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 14th December a 
_ He823/1/4. 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 8th Deca ber, 1938, in which a 
suggestion is made that the Commonwealth Government 
should grant the Republican Government of Spain ex- 
port credits to enable it to purchase Australian wheat 
and other primary products. 
The representations made in connection with 
this matter have been noted and will be given consideration. 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


P. T. Thorne, Bsqes 
Secretary 
Spanish Relief Ronni tee: 
Box 305, P ae 
HAYIMARKT SYDNEY. 





10th November, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Blackburn, 


With reference to the petition presented to 
me on the 2rd November, in which the Commonwealth Government 
ig asked to Geclare its support for the immediate lifting of 
the arms embargo against Spain, I desire to draw attention 
to the fact that the Commonwealt® Government is not a member 
of the Non-Intervention Committee and has not taken any steps 
to impose an arms embarvo or any other prohibition against 
either party in Spain. “Its declared policy has been one of 
strict neutrality and non-interference in the domestic disputes 
of another country. 


The terms of the petition indicate that the 
arms embargo cperates only against the Government of Spain. 
You will appreciate that this is not so, as it operates 
against both parties. Further, the petition suggests that 
Italy and Germany alone have been responsible for breaches 
of the noneintervention agreement, whereas it is well-known 
thet Ruegsia at least has rendered invaluable aid to the side 
of Governmental Spain. 


In this dispute, the policy of the United 
Kingdom Government has been one of strong support of the non- 
intervention principle. To this end there has been a 
prohibition of the export of all arms and munitions and war 
material to either side, and further, the Foreign Enlistment 
Act of 1870 has been proclaimed, whereby British subjects are 
warned that they would be guilty of an offence if they enlisted 
in the service of a foreign power. 


The United Kingdom Government is convinced 
that this policy is in the best interests of Spain herself, 
and has prevented the dispute from @eveloping into a major 
Evropean conflagration. 


The Commonwealth Government has information 
to the effect that the tension over the Spanish situation has 
eased considerably, and that there are prospects that the 
yarious echemes for the withdrawal of ali foreign volunteers 
from both sides will shortly come into effect. As you are no 
doubt aware, a withdrawal by Italy of 10,000 volunteers has 
already taken place, while the Spanish Government has obtained 
the appointment of a League Commission to supervise the withe 
érawal of volunteers from the side of Governmental Spain. 


I incumstences, I feel that no good 
purpose would be seria tS “dking action along the lines 
proposed in the petition. 


In/ 


Maurice Blackburn EBsq., M.P., 
Parliament House, 


CANBERRA, A.C.T. 





2. 


In regard to your suggestion at the time of the 
interview about assistance to Australians by the Commonwealth 
Government, and referred to in your subsequent letter of 10th 
November, the Commonwealth Government has no knowledge of any 
Australians actually serving on either side of the Spanish 
agspute, though it is possible there may be quite a number 
involved. Certainly there has been no request for assistance or 
repatriation, and you will appreciate that until the Government 
has some official notification or definite particulars as to 
the circumstances of the individual cases, it will not be 
possible to reach a decision. I can Say» however, that when 
the information indicated is received, 4 am prepared to sive 
careful and sympathetic consideration to your sugszestion. 


Yours sincerely, 


Prime Minister. 





, a MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


The Secretary, 
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COPY.BE. J -420/1 


PROVINCIAL TRADES HALL COUNCILS'ASSOCIATION 
OF VICTORIA. 


3 Fraser Street, 
MARY BOROUGH 
19.11.38 


The Rt. Honble. J.A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
CANBERRA . 


Dear Sir, 


At a recent conference of Victorian provincial 
trace unionists, I was directed to convey to you the following 
resolutions: 


1) "That Conference emphatically protests against the action 
of the Lyons Govt. in depriving members of the Defence 
Forces of elementary civil rights and urges the repeal 
of the Act." 


2) That this Conference sends greetings to the Spanish Govern- 
ment and the Spanish people in their struggle against 
Fascist invasion. We view with alarm the moves being 
made by Chamberlain on the Spanish question believing 
that an attempt will be made to strangle Spain as in 
Czechoslovakia. We urge that the Australian Government 
oppose the granting of belligerent rights to Franco and 
that it support the supply of arms to the Spanish Government.! 





Yours faithfully, 


(SGD.) C.P. STONEHAM 


Hon.Secretary. 


TELEPHONE No.. CANBERRA 53!. 
TELEGRAPHIC Appress:  PRIMISTER,'' CANBERRA 
gs: ' KINDLIER,"’ CANBERRA, 


as 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, ist December » ivos. 
la veply quote No 


J .420/1 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 19th November, 193£, embodying the 
text of resolutions carried at a recent Conference of 
Victorian Provincial Trade Unions in regard to the 
eivil rights of members of the Defence Forces and the 
position in Spain. 

The terms of the resolutions have been noted. 

Yours faithfully, 
The Hon. Secretary, 
Provincial Trades Hall Councils! Secretary. 


Association of Victoria, 
3 Fraser Street, MARYBOROUGH. 
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26th October, 1938. 


MEMORANDUM to - 


The Secretary, 
Prime Minister's Department. 





The letter from Mr. Blackburn to the Prime 
Minister asks if the Prime Minister would make a time in which 
he could receive the petition requesting the Commonwealth 
Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting 
of the arms embargo against Spain. 


I do not see that the Prime Minister need 
refuse to receive the petition. For his information the 
following points are submitted which he might like to alee 
at the time of the presentation :- 


(i) The Commonwealth Government is not a member of the 
Noneintervention Committee and has not taken any) 
steps to impose an arms embargo or any other 
prohibition against either party in Spain. Its 
declared policy has been one of strict 
neutrality and non-interference in the domestic 
disputes of another country. 


(11) The petition indicates that the arms embarzo only 
operates against the Government of Spain. This 
is not so as the embargo operates against both 
parties. Certainly there have been admitted 
breaches of the NoneIntervention Agreement, but 
these breaches have applied ecually in the case 
of govennmental Spain. The British Government 
is @nvinced that the policy of non-intervention 
has been one in the best interests of Spain 
herself and has prevented the dispute from 
Geveloping into a major conflagration. 


(141) At the present time the Non-Intervention Committee 
is making arrangements for putting its slan into 
effect for the combined withdrawal of foreign 
volunteers from Spain, the restoration of land 
and sea patrols, and the granting of belligerent 
rights to both parties as soon as not less than 
10, 000 volunteers have been evacuated from each 
side. In addition, at the last assembly of the 
League of “ations in September, the representative 
of the Spanish Government stated that his 
Government desired supervision by an international 
committee for the withdrawel of all volunteers 


from/ 





Ry 


from the Government side, and an International 
Commission has been appointed to carry this out. 
Further, the Italian Government has already with- 
drawn 10,000 volunteers from Spain and it is 
expected that practically all their infantry will be 
withdrawn in the near future. There is every reason 
to believe that the Italian Government contemplates 
a decrease of degree of intervention in Spain, 


The Commonwealth Government has received many 
resolutions and representations similar to those of the 
proposed petition, but has always taken the view that 
supporting in full the doctrine of non-intervention, it is 
not in a position to lend its support to the various 
proposals for interference in the dispute. 


Secretary. 





JO/MW 


+e 


2nd November, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


With further reference to your letter of 
13th August; 1938, to the Frime Minister, requesting that 
investigations be made as to a report issued by the 
Basque Delegation in Paris concerning the treatment.of 
Basque prisoners-of-war, I have to inform you that official 
advice has now been received from London in answer to 
enguiries that were made as to the accuracy of the above 


report. 


In brief, this official advice is to the 
effect that it does not appear that the information, so far 
as it related to wholesale executions, was accurate. 


With regard to the latter portion of the 
report that "a large number of Basques had been removed or 
were about to be removed from their own territory to 
Southern Spain, their ultimate destination being slavery in 
Africa”, i have to state that the official advice is that 
the transfer of Basques to Burgos was for administrative 


purposes only. 
Yours faithfully, 


The Secretary, Secretary. 
The United Trades & Labour Council of 
South Australia, 
Trades Hall, 
Grote Street, 
ADELAIDE. S.A. 
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No CANES Pal 531. 
TELEGRAPHIC Abort ‘Pr IMISTER,” * CANBERRA, 
Cassie Apornss,  KINDLIER,"' CANBERRA 


v4) 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 20th er ens 


In reply quote No® © 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 


of your letter of 19th October, 1938, embodying the text of 
a resolution carried at a conference held in Melbourne in 
regard to the position in Spain, and to inform you that the 
representations made in connection with the matter have been 


noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary - 


Le Pe Fox ° 
State Secreta at etary. 
eace and Democracy, 


fa 3 PRouR Street, - 
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Spanish Relief Committee. 
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TELAPHONE No. CANBERRA 53%. 
TELEGHAriiC Appress “Pri bide STEN," Par toes 
Camie Aporess, © ‘KINDLIER,”' CANBE 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
ECanherra 20eh ery. 1938. 
Dear Madam, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 19th October, 1938, embodying the text 
of a resolution carried at public meetings held at Melbourne 
in regard to the position in Spain, and to inform you that 
the terms of the resolution have been noted. 

Yours faithfully, 
Secretary. 
The Hon. Secreta 


Spanish Relief Comittee, 
i Cellins Street, 
MELBOURNE. _—¢..4. 
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gpPRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


WB/BE J 4220/1) 


The Secretary, bagi ca 
Department of External Affairs. 


Embargo on exportation of arms 


to Spain. 


Referred, by direction. A copy has not been 
forwarded to any other Department. 
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7 Secretary 


14.10.38 
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GOFY.BE. J »420/1 


THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH. 


House of Representatives, 
CANBERRA , 


12th October, 1938. 


'’ 


The Rt. Hon. J.A. Lyons, FP.C.,C.H.,M.P. 
Prime Minister of Australia. 


Dear Mr. Lyons, 


I forward for your consideration the 
attached letter I received from Mr. R.W.Hill, Secretary, 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, Melbourne District Political 
Committee, 443 Collins Street, Melbourne, C.l. Kindly 


furnish me with a reply that I may forward on to him. 





AMALGAMATED ENGINEERING UNION. 


—— 


Melbourne District Poslical 
Committee, 
443 Collins Street, 
MELBOURNE, C.l. 


?th October, 1938. 


Hon. F.M. Forde, M.H.R,, 
Federal Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


Dear Sir, 


As a result of a discussion at the last meeting 
of the Anti-War Committee of the above Organisation, it was 
decided to request all Federal Labor Members to urge the Lyons 
Government to support the lifting of the armsembargo on the 
Spanish Loyalist Government. 


Whilst we are constituted as an Anti-War Committee 
and our principal aim, objective and desire is the attainment 
of World Peace, we desire the attainment of our objective by 
Constitutional means, and do Wot feel inclined to remain passive 
whilst thousands of our fellow workers, their wives and families 
in Spain are being ruthlessly slaughtered by Fascist Dictators 
and are, under the guise of hon-intervention, denied the means 
of defence. Their fight against Fascism is our fight against 
the same menace, and there is abundant proof that it is in our 
midst. 


We therefore request you to at least attempt to 
urge upon the Lyons Governzent the necessity for lifting the 
arms embargo placed by the anti-democratic forces of the world 
on the democratic Spanish Government. 

Yours fraternally, 
RICHD. W. HILL 


ECRETARY 





7. ee eas TMT errsseaer et ete wOmioccrtris, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER, 
Canberra, F.C.T. : 0 OCT, 1938 
J 420/11 


Dear Mr. Forde, 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 12th October, 1939, enclosing a 
communication fron Mr. R.W.Hili, Secretary, Amalgamated 
Engineering Union, 443 Collins Street, Melbourne, in 
regard to the position in Spain, and to inform you that 
the representations made in connection with the matter 


have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


The Honourable F.M. Forde, M.P., Prime Minister. 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 








JO.JjS 


28th September, 1938. 


Deer Sir, 


fith further reference to your letter of 
7th August, 1938, protesting ‘bgainst the treatment or 
persons in Sasque territory, Spain", oY General Franco's 
army, I have to inform you thst officisi edvice has 
now been received from London in answer to enquiries 
thet were made as to the accuracy of the above information 
which appeared in the Press. 


In brief, this officiel advice is to the 
effect that it does not appeer thet the informetion so 
far as it releted to wholesale executions, is accurate. 


With regard to the further information 
thet a large nusber of Basques had been removed or were 
about to be removed from their own territory to Southern 
Spain, their ultimate destination being slavery in Africa, 
I heve to state thet the official advice is that the 
transfer of Basques to Burgos has becn for administrative 


purposes only. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Assistant Secretary, 
Australian Coachmakers’ Employees rederation, 
South Australian Branch, 
Tredes Hell, 
Grote Street, 
ADELAIDE. SeAe 


a - 





JO.js 


28th Septesber, 1938. 


Deer Sir, 


With further reference to your letter of 
Oth August, 1938, I am directed to inform you that 
officiel information has now been received from London 
coneerning the Press reports mertioned in the second 
peracrsph of your ebovementioned ietter. 


In brief, this information is to the effect 
thet it does oot appear thet the rress report, in so fer 
as it releted to wholesale executions, was accurete. it 
has also been escerteined thet the report thet “large 
numbers of Basques had been removed or were about to be 
removed to Southern Soain, their destinstion being slavery 
in Africa” is not borne out by the fects. So fer as it 
cen be secertained, it appeers that the transfer of 
Basques to Surgos wes for sdministrative purposes only. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
Meidrym Davies Esq., 
Honorsry Secretary, 
Joint Spanish Aid Council (S.A.), 
Box 352 C, GePeOey 
ADE , Die SeA-e 
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JO.js 


27th September, 1038. 


Dear Sir, 


I am Girected by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your telerram of 1Ldth 
September, 1958, requesting informetion as to whst 
the Commonweeith Government is doing to alleviate the 
suffering of war stricken Spanish and Chinese peoples. 


In reply, I heve to draw your ettention 
to the fact that the Commonwealth Government hes made 
the sum of £8,000 stg. available for the rvilef of 
victims of the Soanish Civil Wer. f this amount, 
2,500 stg. was contributed to the scheme sponsored 
by the Society of Friends for the allevistion of dis- 
tress among refugee children on the condition thet the 
scheme was to de cn an internstionsal basis and was to 
cover both perties in the Spanish conflict. A further 
sum of £5.00 stg. was contributed to the appeal made 
by the International Red Cross Committee for the assis- 
tance of victims of the Civil War on the condition thet 
this sum wss to be impartislly sllotted between both 
sides. 


in connection with the relief of the 
sufferings of the Chinese peoples, I would drew your 
Stiention to the fact that Australia, as 2 financial 
member of the League of Nations, is in part responsible 
for the sum of approximetely £100,000 stg. having been 
contributed to the Antie!pidemic Campaign in China 
sponsored by the League. Further, the Cosmonwealth 
Government on Srd August last Gespatched to the League 
of Nations Epidemic Commission at tong Rong 500,000 
Goses of anti-cholera veccine (valued eat approximately 
£1,000), such vaccine to be employed in assisting the 
Chinese people. 


sours feithfully, 


Re Batchelor, Esq.,. 
Wiluna Spanish Relief, 
* I LUNA . 4 “ A > 








t ® PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


M.420/1 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


Relief of War Stricken Peoples. 


Referred, by direction, for favour of advice. 
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secretary 
16.9. 38 








A 


M. iia 0/4 


COPY.BE. 


Telegram addressed to the Prime Minister, Canberra or 45+h 
1938, by Batchelor D.S.0. of Wiluna Sraniesh 


September, 
Relief. 


ufferings of 


m\ 


What is your Government doing alleviat 


war stricken Spanish and Chinese peoples. 


Batchelor, D.S.0., 
Wiluna Spanish Relief, 








TELEGRAM FROM EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, LONDON 
se EN 


Dated: 9th September, 1938 


NO. 140. 


Basque prisoners. Reference your memorandum of 


17th August. Foreign Office, after receiving similar reports 
made enquiries through British Representative at Burgos, who 


replied that he had no reason to think any wholesale execution 


was intended. Full story follows by air mail. 


STIRLING. 





PRIME. MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT 


WEB/AM. J.420/1. 


a 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


Re: SPANISH CIVIL WAR. 





Referred, by direction. A copy has not been forwarded to any other 
Department. (2 papers). 
] r 
Ht 


‘Secretary, 
24/8/38. 
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COPY WB/AM. J.420/1. 


COPY OF A TELEGRAM ADDRESSED TO 

THE HON. J.A. LYONS, CANBERRA, 

FROM MR. R. BATCHELOR, SECRETARY, 

SPANISH RELIEF, 37 PRIOR STREET, 

WILUNA, W.A., DATED 24th AUGUST, 
1938. 


PUBLIC MEETING WILUNA CITIZENS EMA NDS 
LIFTING ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT BRING PRESSURE TO BEAR MR. 
NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN. 


R. BATCHELOR, 
SECRETARY, 
SPANISH RELIEF, 
37 PRIOR ST. 
WILUNA. W.A. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
Canberra, 
Tr; reply guole No; 
24th August, 1938. 
J 420/1. 


Deer Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your telegram of 23rd August, 1938, in regerd to the 
position in Spain, and to inform you that the representations 
made in connection with the matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


R. Batchelor, Esq., 
Secretary, 
Spanish Relief, 
37 Prior St., 
= W eA * 





WB/AM. J.420/1. 


COPY OF A TELEGRAM ADDRESSED 

TO THE HON. J.A.LYONS, CANBERRA, 

FROM MR. PERICH, PRESIDENT OF 

THE JUGOSLAV WORKERS CLUB, 

WILUNA, W.A., DATED 23ra AUGUST, 
1938. 





PUBLIC MEETING JUGOSLAV COMMUNITY DEMANDS 
ASSISTANCE FOR LAWFUL SPANISH GOVERNMENT 
RIGHT TO PURCHASE ARMS FOR ITS DEFENCE 
BRING PRESSURE ON CHAMBERLAIN: 


I. PERICH, 
PRESIDENT, 
JUGOSLAV WORKERS CLUB, 
WILUNA. 








TELEPHONE NO, CANnENINA 531. 
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: “PRIMISTER,"’ CANSERRA, 
CADLE Aboness;  KINOLIER,”’ CANBERRA 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER’S: DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 
In reply. quote 


24th August, 1938. 
J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your telegram of 23rd August, 1938, in regard to the 
position in Spain, and to inform you that the representa- 
tions made in connection with the matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


I. Perich, Esqe, 
President, 
Jugoslav Workers Club, 
Ww . WA. 
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correspondence. 


AUSthan NAA A981 





TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
MR. J. A. LYONS, 
7 CANBERRA 


Sir: 


, io It to be in the Interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request-the Com- 
monweealth ‘Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
NV the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 





} Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain Is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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The Secretary, _ 
Department of External A 


i oe oe 
Lic irs . 





Re: TREATMENT OF BASQUES. 


Referred, by direction, 


f Secretary, 
18/8/35 . 
' “ | 
f 
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AUSTRALIAN COACHMAKERS EMPLOYEES FEDERATION. 





- +. ~ . : . 
mouth Australian Branch, 
Sat A ee Re 
PaQeGsS Halli. 
Grote Gs 
Det ATTN 
ALO LA LIE 


To/ 


The Right. Hon.J.A.Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


At a general meeting of the above Federation 
held August 10th, 193&, I was instructed to write you 
requesting your Government to protest, on behalf of 
the Australian people, “Arainst the treatment of 
persons in the Basque Territory, Spain, by General 


Franco's Foreicen Army". 
— ¥ 


(SGD) . S ool . LAWN * 


ASst. Secretary. 
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COMMONWEALTH F AUSTRALIA. 


FRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 





Canberra, 
18th 'Absust\” 1938. 
J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of lith August, 193&, in regard to the reported treatment 
of certain persons in the Basque Territory, Spain, and to 
inform you that enquiries are being made in London as to the 
accuracy of the press report in regard to this matter. 

A further communication will be addressed to you at 
as early a date as possible. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Assistant Secretary, 
Australian Coachmakers Employees Federation, 
South Australian Branch, 
Trades Hall, 
Grote St., 
ADELAIDE. S.A. 





THE UNITED TRADES & LABCUR COUNCIL OF S.A. 








The Right Honovrable 
the Prime Mjnister 
Mr. JeAeL ONS, Me.HeRe 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the above Council to write to you as 
follows:- 


In the daily press of Saturday, Aveust 6th, 1938, appear- 
ed a Statement by the Basque Delegation in Paris to the effect that 
600 eae Basques, were threatened with imminent execution, 
and that large numbers had been removed or were about to be re- 
moved to Southern Spain, their destination being slavery in Africa. 


My Council is concerned with these reports, particularly 
as we have forwarded sums of money to orsanisations which have ~ 
representatives in these areas, and we learn fromthem of the rreat 
distress which exists, especially mons the children of families 
deprived of their breadwinners, if the Paris report is correct, 
aad further breadwinners are to be executed or exiled, the essen- 
tial needs of Basque families will fallfore heavily on ovtside 
sources. 


In the circumstances we would request you to have in- 
vestigations made into the statement issved by the Basque deleza- 
tion in Paris, and to use wherever possible the influence of the 
Government of Australia to prevent svch ovtrages to humanity, 
as would be involved in a retrogression to practices which ovr 
traditions of the past century have universally condemmed as 
barbarous and inhuman. 
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TELEUHONE No.) Cantera 531. 
FRLEGRAMHIC ADDRESS" PRIMISTER," CANBERRA, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
Canberra. 
18tH ‘Rugiist’, 1938. 
J .420/1/ 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 13th August, 1938, in regard to the reported 
treatment of certain Basques, and to inform you that 
enquiries are being made in London as to the accuracy of the 
press report referred to in your communication. 

A further communication will be addressed to you 
at as early a date as possible. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
The United Trades & Labour Council of S.A., 
Trades Hall, 
Grote St., 
AD ° SeA. 








CANBERRA, A.C.T., 


MEMORANDUM TO: - 


Alfred St irling, Esqe > 





Fe I am attaching a copy of a letter from 
the Honorary Secretary of the Joint Spanish Aid 
Council to the Prime Minister, and I should be glad 
if you would endeavour to ascertain whether there 
is any truth in the press report to which allusion 
is made in the second paragraph of the letter under 
reference. 


Ze In the event of the report-being true, 
would you make unofficial enquiries as to whether 
the British Government has made or proposes to make 
any representations to General Franco, as it is 
possible that the Commonwealth Government might, in 
the circumstances, desire to associate itself with 
such representations, or to take independent action 
as to this matter. 


Secretary. 








17th August, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


with further reference to your letter 
of Sth August, 1936, I am directed to inform you 
that enquiries are being made in London as to the 
eccuracy of the press report to which you refer 
in the second paragraph of your letter. 


A further communication will be 
addressed to you at es early adate as possible. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretarye 


Meidrym Davies, Esdes ~ 
Hon. Secretary, 
Joint Spanish Aid Council (S.A.)» 
Box 352 C. G.P.Oes 
ADELAIDE. S.A. 





PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


EST/OH. 


The Secretary, | 
Department of External Affairs. 





Is r, 


DOGA MME AD D~AG Th 
TRE Le INL VF Dade 


Referred, by direction, for favour of attention. 
Copy has not been sent to any other Department. 


Secretary. 
15th August, 1938. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT 


Canberra, 


15th August, 4938. 
J.420/4. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 9th August, 1938, regarding the reported 
treatment of Basques’, and to inform you that a further 
communication will be addressed to you at as early a date 


as practicable. 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Meidrym Davies, 
Hion. Secretary, 
Joint Spanish Aid Council (S.A.), 
Box 352 C. G.P.0O., 


ADELAIDE. S.A. 





JOINT SPANISH AID COUNCIL (S.a.). 


Box 352 C, G.P.O.. 
ADELAIDE, August, 9th, 1938. 


The Right Honourable J.A. Lyons, M.H.R., 
Prime Minister, 
Canberra. 
Hon. Sir, 


I am directed by my organisation to write 
to you as follows:= 


In the daily press of Saturday, August 6th., 
1958 appeared a statement by the Basque Delegation in Paris 
to the effect that 600 prominent Basques' were threatened with 
imminent execution, and, that large numbers had been removed 
or were about to beremoved to Southern Spsin, their destination 
being slavery in Africa. 


My Council is concerned with these reports, 
particularly as we have forwarded sums of money to organisations 
which have representatives in these areas, and we learn from 
them of the great distress which exists, especially among the 
children of families deprived of their breadwinners. If the 
Paris report is correct, and further breadwinnere are to be 
executed or exiled, the essential needs of Basque families will 
fall more heavily on outside sources. 


in the circumstances, we would request you to 
have investigations made into the statement issued by the Basque 
delegation in Paris, and to use wherever possible the influence 
of the Government of Australia to prevent such outrages to 
humanity, as would be involved in a retrogression to practices 
which our traditions of the past century have universally 
condemned as barbarous and inhuman. 


Hon. Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
(SGD. ) MEIDRYM DAVIES. 
I . oecretar 
JOINT SPANISH AID 





agrs 


g IME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
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Je420/1. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





PROTEST AGAINST BOMBING OF SPANISH TOWNS. 





Referred, by direction, in connection with previous 
correspondence. A copy has not been forwarded to any other 
Department. 
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a ist August, 1936. 
\a 





COPY :Ad 
Address: 


CG. O'Clerkin, 
Hon secretary, 
ayr Spanish Relief Committee, 
P.O. Box 5354, Ayr. 


Nth. Queensland, 256716 50. 


To; 
The Homourable Prime Minister, 
Mre J- Ae Lyons, 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. AeCeTe 


Sod: I, 
At a public meeting held in the Caledonian 


Hall, Ayr, on 17th July, to celebrate the second Anniver— 
sary of the Heroic Fight of the Spanish People in defence 


of Democracy, the following resolution was passed. 


“We, the citizens of Ayr, assembled at this meeting, 
strongly protest against the attitude of the Lyons 
Government in its support of the Chamberlain Govern- 
ment Policy of non~intervention in Spain, and we 
advocate the policy of the League of Nations 


Covenant Collective Security against the Aggressor," 
Yours faithfully, 


(Sgde) CG. O'Clerkin. 
Hon. Secretary 
Ayr Spanish Relief Committee, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
Canberra, 


4st August, 1938. 
J-420/1. 


DUPLICATE. 


Dear Sir, 


i am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 25th July, 1938, embody- 
ing the text of a resolution carried at a public 
meeting held at Ayr in regard to the position in 
Spain, and to inform you that the terms of the 


resolution have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Cc. O"Clerkin, Ese, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Ayr Spanish Relief Committee, 
P.O. Box 53h, 


AYR, Nth. Q'land. 





4. EAST ST. KILDA CONGREGATIONAL CHURGH, 


_—__ + 


Corner of Hotham Street, & Inkerman Road, 
Kast St. Kilda, S.2., Melbourne. 


“Ruysdael", 
37, The Avenue, 
East Sts Kilda, Sele 


25th July, 1938, 


Bish Ty 
I beg to bring before your notice that a 
meeting of citizens of St. Kilda was convened at the St. 
Kilda Town Hall last evening, (27/vii/38) and the 
following resolution which I was instructed to convey 
to you was carried unanimously:- 
“That this meeting of citizens of St. 
Kilda condemns the brutal bombing of Spanish 
Towns and open cities and the mass-murder of none 
combatants by German and Italian planes. 
We urge the resfgoration to the Spanish 
Government of its lawful right (under League of 
Nations Covenant) to purchase the arms necessary 
for its defence, and we further pledge oursleves 
to increase our aid in ensuring a victory for 


Spanish Democracy." 
Your obedient servant, 
(Sgde) EWAN. M. WATTS. 


The Rt. Hon. de A. Lyons . P.C. > 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 





TELEPHONE No, : CanDenRA S41. 
TELEGRAPHIC Appness, ** PRIMISTER,” CANBERRA, 
“a ae ? GAULE AODHESS: " KINDLIER,"’ CANBERRA 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 


In re ty quote Ne. 
ist August, 1938. 
J0420/1« 


DUPLICATE. 


Dear Sir, 


i am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 28th July, 1938, embody- 
ing the text of a resolution carried at a meeting 
held at St. Kilda in regard to the position in 
Spain, and to inform you that the terms of the 


resolution have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


E. M. Watts, Esq., 
"Ruysdael”, 
37, The Avenue, 
EAST ST. KILDA, 5.2. 
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» YO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, T Bde] / 
f MR. J. A. LYONS, 
“CANBERRA ot 


o 


Sir: 
Ng it to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 


monwealt' © overnment to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms emb 


argo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition Is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 


NAME ADDRESS 


NAA: A981, 


TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 


MR. J. A. LYONS, 
» CANBERRA 
Sir: 


ing It to be in the Interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com.’ 
monweaitn Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 

Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 


the Spanish Government. 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist In every possible manner the raising of funds 


for Spanish Relief. 
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TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
7 | MR. J. A, LYONS, 


Cs 


CANBERRA ee  -e —- 
Sir: ; 


Believing It to be in the Interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 
monwealth Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement, 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist In every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
MR. J. A. LYONS, 
CANBERRA 





Sir: 
“ee eving it to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the unders wal b 
; . > * ersigt . fe 
monwealth Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms simbarys REN =m 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement, 9 arSO Operating against 
Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not ex! F 
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cerned. These countries openly b f thel i so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
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Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessar +f while: the 
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fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military ahcsone & es 
: against 


the Spanish Government. 
In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist In every possible manner the ralsing of fund 
se ungs 


for Spanish Relief. 
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TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
MR. J. A. LYONS, 
CANBERRA 


a.) 

_BGRMing it to be In the Interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 
monwest™ Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist In every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, c 
MR. J. A. LYONS. S 
CANBERRA f 


- 


Sir: 2 aang 

ae it to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, ~request. the Com- 
monwe.—=* Government to declare Its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 

' the Spanish Government. 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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NAA: A981, SE 





ae et 


ist July, i938. 


Dear Sir, 


I am in receipt of your letter of 
23rd June, 1938. As has been pointed out in 
previous correspondence With your Committee, the 
Commonwealth Government believes that it is serving 
the best interests of this country in supporting 
the policy of non-intervention in Spain, and is 
convinced that it is only by this policy that the 
Spanish Civil War has been prevented from developing 
into @ general European conflagration. 


With regard to the dombing of civili- 
ians which has taken plece in Spain, the Comnacnwealth 
Government deplores the tactics inherent in such 
combing, and notes thet this subject is at present 
being discussed by the Government of the United 
Kingdom with General Franco's administration. 


I would draw your attention to the 
fact that in @n endesvour to limit the extent of 
such bombing the United Kingdom Government has moved 
in the direction of establishing an Investigation 
Commission consisting of representatives of neutral 
powers, such Commission to be availabe for the in- 
vestigation of cases where centres of population in 
Spaein have been bombed. It is understood that 

- this Investigation Commission will be in a position 
to enter upon its duties st anearly date. 


A. Rae Esq., /Your 
Treasurer, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
Box 8, Post Office, 
King Street, 
SYDNEY, N.S,W. 





' 
ie) 
i 


Your remarks on the lack of asylum 
efforded by Great Britain to political refugees 
indicate 4 complete lack of knowledge of existing 
facts, and are, therefore, quite unwarranted, 

Your Committee is apparently quite unaware of the 
present work of Great Britain connected with the 
various internationsl refugee organisations, and 
of the fact that Great Britain has, during the last 
three years, provided an asylum for more political 
refugees than in any other similar period of its 


history. 


In regard to the League of Nstions 
taking action in the Spanish Conflict, your attention 
is invitec to the fact thet this cuestion was dise 
cussed at the last meeting of the Council, when only 
two Members, namely Russia and Spain, supported the 
resolution seeking the abolition of non-intervention, 


Yours faithfully, 


Minister for External Affairs, 
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y a e3rd June, 1938, 


The Hon, w.M, Hughes, M.H.R., 
Minister for External Affeoirs 
CANBERRA&A. 


Dear Sir: 


I am instructed by the Spanish 
Relief Committee to request you to endeav- 
our to induce your Government to urge the 
British Government to take a firm Stand 
asainst the continued bombing of British 
Ships in Spanish waters by the German and 
Italian invaders of Spain. We desire also 
Strong action to be taken against the bomb- 
ing of open towns and villages involving 
the awful destruction of women and children 
and civilians generally. We are convinced 
that the horror end disgust at these bar- 
berous outrages are so strong es to justify 
any action which might be necessary to mili- 
gate the atrocities which have horrified the 
Civilised world almost during nearly two 
yeers of warfare in Spain. . 


It is obvious that the British people 
in the main would welcome any steps taken in 
and we feel sure that such ac- 


tion would coincide with your humanitarian sen- 
tements, 


It has been the proud boast of Great 
Britain that political refugees from any country 
would find an asylum on her shores and that the 
Union Jack on British Ships hed the respect of 
every foreign power. This reputation has now 
Sunk to zero and we can Only conclude that the 
present British Government is dangerously smitten 
with pernicious anemia, 





& 

My Committee is of the opinion that the demo- 
cratic netions of the world would, through the League of 
Nations, follow Great Britain in formilatine a united 
policy to be applied to the Spanish conflict, thereby 
going far to revilalise the League as the custodéan of 
world peace. 


Yours faithfully, 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


PROTEST AGAINST BOMBINGS IN CHINA 
AND SPAIN. 


Referred, by direction, in connection with my 
minute of 22nd June, 1938. A copy has not been sent 
to any other Department. 


ie YB Ae 





Secretary. 
7th July, 1936. 
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AUSTRALIAN MOVEMENT AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM. 


—_— 


Victorian Council. 


Law Court Chambers, 
191 Queen Street, 


Melbourne, 


1st July, 1938. 


The Prime Minister, 
Canberr @&e 


Dear Sir, 


My Executive has asked me to acknowledge 
your letter of 17th June, 1938, and to point out that 
the British Government, which has protested against 
the recent bombings in China and Spain, is also com 
mitted to the resolution of the Far East Advisory 
Committee, and the policy of “Non-Intervention" in 
Spain.s 

We, therefore, consider that your letter 
fails to give any adequate reasons for the refusal of 
the Federal Government to protest against the recent 
bombings, and we feel that the Australian people can- 
not be blamed if they assume that the failure to 
protest is an indication that the Federal Government 


has political Sympathies with the fascist aggressors 
in China and Spain. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sede) Lie Pe FOX: 
State Secretary, 
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The Secretary, | 
Department of External Affair: 


Referred, by directione Copy has not been sen 
Department 
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yee Sir: 

7 Ing it to be In the Interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 


Fee monWeaxgt Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 

Recent developments prove that ee not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistanog@ to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 

In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist In every possible manner the ralsing of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
MR. J. A, LYONS, J u2o/r 


CANBERRA 


Sir 

®@... it to be In the Interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 
monweatth Government to declare its support for the Immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
eerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 

In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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WiTH THE COMPLIMENTS OF THE SPANISH ANTI-INTERVENTION COMMITTEE 








The Spanish Anti-Intervention Committee 


Yo.k Mansion 
Broadway, Westminster, S.W.1 
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COMINTERN 


DESIGN FOR WORLD REVOLUTION 


POLICY, (OF, THE 


UNITED FRONT 


From Our Riga Correspondent 


The Comintern, described in its official organ 
as the “General Staff of World Revolution,” 
has been very busy of late and there have been 
frequent signs that it is changing roles, not tor 
the first time, with the Moscow Foreign Office 
and being raised at M. Stalin’s behest from a 
state of subsidiary importance. 

Formed on March 4, 1919, it filled its first few 
years, Zinoviefl acting as its nurse, with loud 
challenges to every land in the confident de- 
termination to bring about a quick series of 
revolutions and establish a universal Soviet 
régime. Adolescence culminated in the fierce 
programme of 1928, concluding with the words: 
“Tet the dominating classes tremble |“ This 
programme, drawn up by Bukharin and pub- 
lished in several languages, was the last “ open” 
challenge to all the countries of the world at 
a single bout. The new Soviet diplomacy forced 
the Comintern into a relatively furtive exist- 
ence of masked activity, which led in 1934 to 
the crowning shame of having to condone, 
approve, and explain the entry of Soviet Russia 
into the League of Nations, During this slide 
Stalin had secured for himself personally the 
command of all things in Moscow, and since 
then the Comintern has had no openly pro- 
claimed “ President * but merely a staff of secre- 
taries and a “* Presidium,” through whom Stalin, 
the tacitly recognized President, dictates Com- 
intern strategy and tactics in conformity with 
the requirements of his Commissariat of Foreign 
Affairs. His guiding principle was that the 
Five-Year-Plan system should turn the Soviet 
Union into a citadel, protected by the invincible 


Red Army, from which the General Staff of 
World Revolution would create and 
“ fronts ™ for civil war in “ bourgeois countries.’ 
THE SEVENTH CONGRESS 

The present “adult” stage dates from entry 
into the League and from the Seventh World 
Congress of the Comintern which assembled in 
Moscow a few months later (July-August, 1935) 
Chis congress had accepted instructions to mask 
the activities of the Comintern, to discard the 
word “war” from the programme in 
of the word “ peace,” to inscribe the devices 
“ Fight for Peace ™ and the “ United Front” on 
the Communist banner as the watchwords of the 
Comintern. The word “socialism” was 
adopted for use in public henceforth in prefer- 


control 


lavoul 


also 


ence to the words “communism” and 
“ bolshevism.” 
The Congress passed a resolution that the 


chief immediate task of the Comintern was to 
agitate for a “united popular front” in all 
countries. It was explained that this “ new 
tactical orientation ” merely meant new methods 
of fighting ; that agitation for “ the mass struggle 
against War must now be linked with reliance 
on State help from the Soviet Union and its 
mighty Red Army™ ; that operations in. the 
different countries would henceforth be directed 
through the Communists of those countrics; 
that leaders outside the Soviet Union who did 
not carry out the new tactics would be removed ; 
and that if war broke out anywhere the device 
“ Fight for Peace” would be the most effective 
weapon for “turning war into civil war against 













































the bourgeoisie,” the object for which the 
n Stalin and 15 


Comintern sections must strive. 
others were “elected” to compose the Pre- 
sidium of the Executive Committee of the 
Comintern and Dimitroff confirmed as i 
Secretary-General. Sa 

This insidious plan was now put into unty ersal 
practice by the non-Russian leaders sent home 
with instructions from Moscow. Though 
“Fascism ” was held up as the arch-enemy, the 
chief subversive activity was prescribed for the 
“democratic ” countries, hope being given up 
for the time being in Germany, Japan, and Italy. 
France, Spain, and Austria were expected to 
yield the best early fruit. Paris had already 
been made the European centre of the Comin- 
tern, the capital from which appeals, mani- 
festos, and other revolutionary matter could be 


_ 


launched without ostensibly compromising 
Moscow. A “united front” had already been 
formally established in France. Now, | with 
Paris as its point d’appui, the Comintern 


engineered the outbreak of civil war in Spain. 
SUCCESS IN SPAIN 


No secret was made of this achievement in 
Russia. Spaniards were brought to Moscow in 
great numbers, trained in the art of civil war, 
then sent back as leaders to put their training 
into practice with the aid of non-Communist 
“ Socialists’ under the banner of the “ united 
popular front.” One batch of more than 30 
left Moscow in March, 1936, after a stay of 
about a year, and their intentions to carry out 
the programme of the Comintern were described 
in Trud of March 30. Further efforts and 
successes in Spain were recorded at length in 
the Comintern’s official journal Nos. 4 and 7 
of 1936 as the work of the Comintern, special 
credit being given to Dimitroff and the Paris 
centre. Other matter published in Moscow 
claims that active assistance to the “ united 
popular front” and the civil war was rendered 
constantly throughout 1936 and 1937, including 
the supply of Soviet tanks and aeroplanes, and 
that (without reckoning armaments) Soviet 
exports to Spain in 1937 were tenfold more 
than in 1936. 

France is regarded in Moscow as the most 
friendly nation. This friendship makes her the 
more vulnerable; the closer the friendship, the 
better the opportunity for disintegrative attack. 
The “new orientation” of the Comintern is 
devised for attacking friends and partners while 
marching together ostensibly in unity against 
Fascism, the common enemy. The “ Front 
Populaire” has until recently been regarded as 
the most promising sphere of action, though it 
has not yet produced Open civil war. The 
Central Committee of the Comintern in Moscow 


t . + tha ™ eaieete 
claims that, thanks to the “~ Fr Porn 


ws 


the Socialist movement in France is “Tapzaly 
becoming a Communist movement controled 
ind guided by the French section of the Comin 
tern To émphasize this the unt out that 
this section In France had only 87,000 members 
if 1936. but bV the end 1937 the 
number had risen to over 340,00 i fourtold 
increase in one year—and that during this period 
France has been kept m a constant state of 


- : . , 7, - ' 
turmo)}!l on the verge of violence and street fight- 


ing. The Communist Party of Poland js 
described as ““one of the best secuons ol the 
Comintern, though obliged to work deep 
underground.” From available materials it 
appears, however, that Moscow considers 
the present moment inopportune for turning 


Poland into “ another Spain,” as this would give 
Germany and the Soviet Union a common 
frontier, and risk a major war with Russia as a 
principal. 


All the countries of Europe are treated jn- 
dividually, with the same prescription the 
“ United Front’ strikes and disorders; 


civil 
war; Soviet government. None of these stages 
can be skipped. Stalin himself has 
most authoritative pronouncement on this point, 
which 1s reaffirmed in all the latest relevant 
resolutions of the * Staff of World Revolution ” 
in Moscow. This declares there can 
revolution without civil war, as the only road 
to Soviet rule is the road of violence. 


INDIA AND CHINA 


There is more variation in the programme 
and methods applied to countries outside 
Europe. The Arabs are being urged by Com- 
intern agitators towards the formation of a 
~ pan-Arabian front” to fight for a “ united 
Arabistan"’ and the abolition of “ artificial 
frontiers" by means of which Britain and 
France have “torn the country into bits.”” The 
Comintern reports explain unambiguously that 
the end here as in Europe is to cause and main- 
tain disorders, thereby undermining existing 
authority. The Comintern section in India, 
when trying to establish a united front with the 
Congress Party, “ made the mistake” of laying 
immediate stress on the struggle for a “ Soviet 
régime in India. The leaders were reproved 
in Moscow and have now “ altered their tactics " 
to conform with the general programme of the 
revolutionary staff in Moscow. For the present 
Stage they are trying to work with the Conperess 
Party for national emancipation from British 
rule and hiding their Soviet aims until a stronger 
hold on the “united front” be established. In 
China the united front has been firmly laid, it 
is claimed ostensibly, to combat Japanese 
aggression. Comintern spokesmen declare that 
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be no real 




























































the Ms China is pouring water on their mill, 
that wrmtever be the fortunes of war, the 
Comintern is gaining strength in the Far East 
“und is sure of ultimate victory, with civil wa 
in Japan as well as in China. They admit there 
are great difficulties in working within Japan 
itself, but they are rallying elements of discon- 
tent and are willing to make a united front with 
any existing or potential organization, no matter 
what its hue, if only it may serve to attract the 
masses and undermine order. The most striking 
example of the Comintern’s flexibility in this 
matter was given last May, when Moscow pub- 
lished'an appeal to the Roman Catholic Church 
to join with the Comintern and make a united 
front to fight for religious liberty in Germany, 
promising in the name of Stalin himself that a 
Soviet régime would guarantee every Catholic 
the right to “ breathe freely and fight freely for 
his convictions.” 


M. STALIN’S VICTIMS 


The wireless stations of the Soviet Union 
belong to the State, and they are placed at the 
disposal of the Comintern. The long-wave 
stations “Moscow I” and “ Moscow IL” give 
48 hours a week to propaganda transmissions 
for the Comintern in foreign languages—six 
English, seven French, nine Spanish, nine 
German, seven Italian, three Czech, four Hun- 
garian, one Dutch, one Swedish, one Bulgarian. 
Many short-wave stations are also giving similar 
regular transmissions from Moscow in foreign 
languages daily as well as stations in Minsk and 
elsewhere. 

The discipline prescribed by the World Con- 
press in 1935 (whose report has been published 
at length in many tongues) has been strictly 
enforced. All the sections abroad have been 
purged of lukewarm leaders and “ extremists ” 
unwilling or unable to join in establishing and 
maintaining the various united fronts. Numerous 
leaders had in the past been obliged to flee from 


the arm of the ta OV c . 
found refuge f INV vears in the Sov: 
Union A ta ge pr sporti yn of these. especialls 
Communists trom Gen wD « nd, | ind 
and the Baltic States, have not survived th 
recent ha : + ‘y 
way. All the chicf memb: of the Centy 
Committees of the Estonian and Finnish sectio 
—which have worked for man ears 


Leningrad instead 


fact 
tot es 


—are said on good authority to have b 
wanting and shot. Yezhoff, Chief of the G.P.U 
is himself a member of the Cent: nitt 
of the Comintern. Many of his victims shot 
spies and wreckers have really 
to Stalin’s Comintern policy. 
include the gencrals of the 
shot last summer. 

These mer 
Communists had turned their backs on the inter 
national tasks of the Bolshevist revolution and 
Were striving to make the most of the “ Russia 
they had inherited i 
the U.S.S.R. as a “Communist Citadel” was 
made strong enough by the Five-Ycar-Plan 
system, he reverted with tresh determination to 
the earlier Bolshevist mission of conducting the 
* world class-war ° t 
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and a proportion ol civillan 
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ind found men like Marshal 
Tukhachevsky, Generals Kork, Yakir, 
Uborevich in his path. The warning given by 
the shooting of Zinovielf, Kamenceti, Pyatakoff, 
and others was unheeded by the Army leaders, 
and Stalin began his drastic purge of the Red 
Army, openly called in Moscow the “ backbone 
of the Comintern.” He has since been striving 
to imbue it with the old Communist spirit. His 
“citadel” has thereby been weakened almost 
to the point of debility, but the risk had to be 
taken if he would cleanse it of clements alicn 
to his world mission. The purge was extended 
to embrace a large variety of undesirables 
inside and outside the party at home and the 
sections of the party abroad, dubbed and 
damned with the convenient label of Trotskyist. 


and 
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A Revolutionary General Staff 


In the drastic and bloody process of purging 
out the old LENIN, which has been proceeding 
in Russia before the eyes of a horrified world 
for the last two years, it is apparent that one 
element of the original Bolshevist policy, and 
that the most significant for foreign nations, has 
not been abandoned. The international class 
war goes on, constant in its political objective 


even if altered in its strategic method by 
the consolidation of Soviet Russia as a 
national State and a military power. The 
bandying of the term “Trotskyist” as the 
ultimate superlative of recrimination does not 
mean that the missionary side of Communism, 
of which Trotsky was once the apostle, is out 
of date; nor does the liquidation of ZINovIER 





















































imply the decline of the Comintern, the 
“General Staff of World Revolution,” in which 
he was once the moving spirit. All that has 
happened is that the dictatorship of the 
proletariat has been transferred to a single 
proletarian ; and the Comintern, converted into 
an instrument in the hand of M. STALIN, 
is the Comintern still. In an adjoining column 
our Riga Correspondent shows how it Js 
now being wielded in the old cause, and how its 
champions now preach the doctrine of world 
revolution, with the Soviet State as its focus and 
the Red Army as its ultimate sanction, with a 
frank disregard of the conventional canons of 
international morality for which it is necessary 
to go back to MACHIAVELLI for a parallel. | 

It is characteristic of these ambiguous libera- 
tors that they are more dangerous to their allies 
than to their enemies, Against the established 
régimes of Italy, Germany, and Japan the cam- 
paign has been allowed to flag, whether as an 
acknowledgment of their impregnable strength 
or because of the natural respect of one dictator 
for another. It is over the weakening of govern- 
ment in the countries with which the Moscow 
Foreign Office ostensibly makes common cause 
that its astral body, the Comintern, rejoices. 
Disorder in lands under * bourgeois rule ts 
itself an omen of hope, and war is to be wel- 
comed because, under the cloak of propaganda 
for peace or democracy, it may be converted into 
a civil war of classes. The conflict in the Far 


East is regarded as a providential ploughing of 


the soil in which may be sown the seeds of a 
Soviet China; and loudly as the Barcelona 
Government may denounce the unprovoked 
aggression of GENERAL FRANCO'S rebels, their 
mentors in Moscow have already claimed the 
instigation of the civil war as a triumph of their 
own subversive diplomacy. For this is one of 
the essential stages of the desired revolution, 
which must, it is dogmatically asserted, follow 
the same course in every country. These steps 
to the compulsory millennium are four in 
number: the first is the “ United Front,” the 
second strikes and disorders, the third civil war, 
and the fourth Soviet government. 
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In England the disciples of the Comif Mave 


not vet consolidated the first step; and q\ven on 


what is supposed to be the most vulnerable 
ground in the Empire tt 3S admitted that 
campaign for a Soviet India has departed trom 
the true Strategy of the General Stall and must 
pause for reorganization. But the purged 
Comintern may be expected to go forward with 
the ruthless efficiency of dictatorship, and there 
is no reason for England to expect immunity, 
The emblematic May-Day junkelings in Moscow 
exhibited the British lion with his tail twisted 
round Hrricer’s and MUSSOLINI'S guns, while 
the simultaneous manifesto of the Comintern 
to the workers of the world attributes responsi- 
bility for the “ murderous activity of Fascism ™ 
to the “bloc of British and French re- 
“uctionaries” and to the leaders of the 
Socialist and Trade Union Internationals. 

Nor need it be supposed that the clear enuncia- 
tion of the policy of revolution through civil war 
will repel English believers who have been 
educated tn the virtues of the Soviet system. The 
same doctrine is being expounded by the in- 
tellectual leaders of the English “Left.” For 
instance, one sincere and cultivated lover of 
peace has just published a book in which 
she shows herself willing to endure any 
martyrdom rather than abet international war, 
but candidly admits that there are cases in 
which civil war would appear to her to be 
a means to the good. She ts wholeheartedly 
for a peaceful revolution, but thinks it unattain- 
able, and prefers a violent revolution to no 
revolution at all. The book has been enthusi- 
astically received in the advanced intellectual 
circles where the doctrine of the * united front ” 
is most assiduously propagated. There is no 
doubt that its opinions are representative of 
English academic Communism ; and our Corre- 
spondent’s article shows that they exactly corre- 
spond to the practical plan of campaign laid 
down by the * General Staff" of the Comintern 
It is important that the catechumens of inter- 
national socialism, who see only the first stage, 
should understand the goal intended, and the 
planned process by which it is to be achieved. 


the 
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30th Parliamentary Debate 
The Chamber of Deputies 
l6th LEGISLATURE 
ORDINARY SEssion 19388 — VERBATIM REPORT IN Fury 
31st. SITTING 
TuespAy, 22nd Marcn 





Debate on the proposed Bill for the general organisation of the 
Nation in time of War. 


M. te PRESIDENT. 


The order of the day calls for a debate on the proposed Bill. for 
the general organisation of the Nation in time of War. 


In conformity with Article 49 of the Regulations, M. des Isnards 
proposes to cliscuss the preliminary question. 


It is M. des Isnards’ turn to speak. 


M. CHARLES prs ISNARDS. 


Gentlemen, I do not intend, as you know well, deliberately to 
oppose the debate and the vote on the Bill pertaining to the general 
organisation of the Nation in time of War. I only wish, before this 
discussion, and this vote, to be certain that the efforts which shall 
be taken will be efficacious and give security. 


This proposed Bill treats not only of the organisation of the 
Army, but also of the furnishing of arms and the mobilisation oi 
industry. destined to assure it. 


Gentlemen, before considering the production of the material 
and the provision of arms and munitions, one must be assured that 
the stocks and the means of production now in existence are not 
dissipated, that is to say, used for purposes other than the arming 
of the French Army — and the French Army alone. (Loud applause 
from the Right.) 


Therefore, Gentlemen, I put to the Minister for National 
Defence, who is responsible for our armaments, very simply, but 
very clearly, the following question: Is he certain that existing arms, 
munitions and material intended for the army, have not been diverted 
from this destination, and sent over the frontier at the Pyrenees? 
(Hear, hear—from the Right.) 


Indeed the country does not understand why, at a time when 
peace is so threatened, at a time when rival countries, if not enemy 
counthies are arming themselves to the teeth, at a time when all our 


and perfecting of 
ctury xe emptied, for such a weak reason 
as the benefit of a Governm 


lent, which is not even our Ally, before 
our needs—all our needs—have been satished. (Applause from the 
Right, ) : 





He would not admit that from our reserves, or from our 
factories, a single tank, a single cannon, a single military airplane 
has been removed. (Interruptions from the extreme Lett | 
inunists. ) 


M. ARMAND PILLOT. 
Tell that to the Maries! 


M. CHARLES DES ISNARDS. 


He would not admit, even indirectly, that our Ce MTAAMis 
Colleagues declared the other day “lawful and desirable’ vhi 
we ourselves declare “illegal and undesirable’—“‘the commercia 
transfer of armaments to Spain.”’ (Applause from the Right.) 


M. VirGite Baret.. 


You do not understand that this is in the interests of France! 


M, ARMAND PIL.Lor. 


You will be accusing Poland next! 


M. CHARLES DES ISNARDS. 


Monsieur, the Minister for National Defence, it is to you, who 
have assumed the heavy responsibility of the arming and the security 
of this country, | put, | repeat, the question. 


Does this traffic—this leakage—exist ? 
Are you willing to allow it to become established? 


I have confidence, Monsieur le Ministre, in your loyalty and in 
your patriotism and, as everyone present, respect then. 


If you reply “No,” it remains your responsibility. We are not 
responsible, and relying on your word, | shall withdraw uy pre 
liminary question, 


If you reply “Yes"—which you cannot do—or if you simply di 
not reply—I shall be obliged to demand a ballot. But the country 
will know. 


THe PRESIDENT, 
It is the Minister for Defence’s turn to speak, 


M. Epovarp Da.apier, Minister for National Defence. 


Gentlemen, I would be certainly in agreement with the honourable 
Monsieur des Isnards with regard to his demand for a public enquiry 
in order that the motion of the preliminary question may be 
immediately rejected. 


I find it extraordinary that in a debate of this kind, when the 
poimt under consideration is the attempt to make up for the delay 
of fourteen years, and to put into being the necessary organisation 
for the defence of the nation in time of war. refuge is taken i1 
discussion of points of procedure. 


erning the foreien polic 
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When one desires to put questions conc 
of the country, one has a yery simple means at one’s disposal- 
is to call upon the Government for an answer. (Anplauce fr 


Left and Extreme Left. Interruptions from the Rig 





M. RENE DOMMANGE. 


Who refuse to reply. 


THe MINISTER FOR DEFENCE. 

You have; consequently, Monsieur des Isnards, o1 ly to questi 
the Government. 
M. RENE DoOMMANGE. 


Which would be adjourned immediately 


Tuer MINISTER FOR DEFENCE. 


The Government will give you a reply. You have therefor: 
the means of obtaining an explanation, and you will not be deprived 
of it. 

But to-day I request the House to reject the preliminary question 
and to set to, to useful work immediately. (Applause from the Left 
and the Extreme Left.) 


THE PRESIDENT. 


It is Monsieur Isnards’ turn to speak. 


M. pres ISNARDS. 


I have asked the Minister for Defence if the arms and munitions. 
and the material actually indispensable now, for the armament oj 
the French Nation are in this country, or if they have been sent to 
spain. [am obliged to declare that the Minister for National Defenc 
has not replied. 


He has told me to question the Government on the foreign polics 


You know very well that that is impossible for us, as. the 
Government would then demand an adjournment of the debate. 


I do not wish to discuss now our Foreign Policy, but the ques 
tion of the armament of the French Nation, which is the special 
concern of the Minister for National Defence. 

I have asked you, the Minister for National Defence, if you 
would not assure us now, that the arming of a foreign nation, which 
is what she is, has not been done to the detriment of the arming of 
our Own country. You have not answered me on this point. I 
therefore maintain the point of my preliminary question, and I bring 
forward a demand for a division. (Applause from the Right.) 


THE PRESIDENT. 


I am faced with a request for a ballot on the point of the pre- 
liminary question. 


It is M. Marin’s turn to speak, in order to explain himself. 


M. Lours Marin. 


No one can mistake the 


gravity of the silence of the Minist: 
of National Defence. 


It would have been very easy for him 


ius ’ iJ : 
negation — that none of our reserves have passed and shall go to 
a foreign country. The maintenance of our reserves is the primar 


duty of the Minister for War. 





One cannot speak, in the circumstances, of the artihces of pro- 
cedure when the point of the question is such a vital and urgent 
one for the country. 


Everyone knows of the repeated rumours circulat 
mentary circles . 
MINISTER FOR NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


This is nonsense, Monsieur Marin. 


M. Lours Marin. 


\ a reyeen 7 —s _— © ge 
They (the rumours) are, moreover, discussed openly in the 
~ r 


country, and a word from you would be sufficient to reassure it. 


Organisations, other than Parliament, insist violently each day 
on the furnishing of arms to Spain. Innumerable placards repeat 
this demand. The silence of the Government last Thursday cannot 
fail to be interpreted. Everyone is rightly disturbed. 


You did not reply, sir. That is grave enough to justify a division 
immediately. (Applause from the Right. Exclamations from the 
Left.) 

THE PRESIDENT. 


I put the point of the preliminary question to the vote of the 
House. 


I am presented with a request for a ballot by the Republican 
Federation of France. 


The ballot is open. 


(The votes were recorded, and the Secretaries count them.) 


THE PRESIDENT. 


Here is the result of the Ballot: 


Number of Voters oe =e = F ey, 7. 534 
Absolute Majority ae ct Be 55 ze sat 268 
For the Adoption of the Motion ... ae 155 
Against sr "4 379 


The House has not adopted the Motion. 


It is Monsieur Miellet’s (President of the Army Commission) 
turn to speak. ‘ 


M. Epmonp Mtetrer. 


1estion 


Gentlemen, I regret the demand that the preliminary qi 
on a subject as important as the one we have to discuss | 


M. pes Isnarps. 


You can say “A preliminary question as important.” 


THE PRESIDENT oF THE COMMISSION. 


. . - has troubled this morning’s session. 

~ 4 ; . ~} seme 
of ee EOS, " vias allusion has been made. have reached me 
£4 A < Veverel 0) Our colleagues, and my first duty as Prctident 
of the Army Commission has been to inform the Minister for Nartae, 
Defence of them. 4 Ole Minister for Nationa 





Immediately, he replied, that for his 
(movements on the Right) and that 
question was inopportune, 
of to-day. 


part, he had no fears 
the raising of ¢] 


re preliminary 
and had no be: 


ring On the serious debate 
M. pres ISNARDS. 
May I interrupt you, Monsieur Miellet? 
Tur PRESIDENT OF THE ComMissyon. 
Certainly. 
M. CHARLES DES ISNARDS. 

May I point out to you that you have just told us of an assurance 
which the Minister for National Defence has given to you, but which 
he has refused to give to the House. (Hear, hear, from the Right.) 
M. Rent DoMMANGE, 

The Minister for National Defence had only to say “No.” 
Tite PRESIDENT OF THE ComMMISSION, 


You will agree that this question is above mere politics an 
not directly concern the Minister for National Defence. 


| does 
M. Lours Henri Brerrix. 

We have been dealt with! 
M. Rene DoMMANGE. 


It is not a question of ordinary policy: it is a question of 
armaments, 
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BRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. ° 


HG/AJ 3 
= Je420/4. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





LIFTING OF ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST 
GOVERNMENT OF SPAIN. 


Referred, by direction, for favour of attention, in 
connection with previous correspondence. Copy has not been 
sent to any other Department. — 


| w Secretary. 
DSeL th July, 1936. 
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TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 


MR. J. A. LYONS, 


CANBERRA 
Sir: 


~~ 


Believing it to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 


a Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
rnment of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


the 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 


the Spanish Government. 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 


for Spanish Relief. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


HG/Ad __ 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affsirs. 


PROTEST AGAINST THE BOMBING OF TOWNS 
= "SSPAL ay 


Referred, by direction, in connection with 
previous correspondence. Copy has not been sent to any 
other Department. 


Kiana 


sy 


/ Secretary. 
iy 6th July, 1938. 





COP Y. 


NeSe ‘e COUNCIL FOR RELIEF OF 
SPANISH DISTRESS. 


2, Scotts Chambers, Hoskings Ple, Pitt Ste, 
SYDNEY. 


OFFICIAL. 


The Rte Hone Je Ae Lyons, 
CANBERRA F027 
Dear Sir, 

I am instructed to forward to you a cop’ 
of a resolution recently passed at a public meeting 
of the N-S.W. Council for the Relief of Spanish 
Distress, - hoping that it will receive your prompt 
and generous attention. 

Yours very truly, 
Sgde=(MISS) Be Ce BROUSSEN 
Secretary 





COPY. 


N.S-W- COUNCIL FOR RELIEF OF 
SPANISH DISTRESS. 


2, Scotts’ Chambers, Hoskings Pl. Pitt St., 
SYDNEY 


COPY OF RESOLUTION PASSED AT PUBLIC WEETING AT 
ASSEMBLY HALL, SYDNEY, Tuesday, June 2lst, 1958. 


That this meeting protests strongly against the 
repeated bombing of open towns in Spain, with the 
resultant tragic suffering for the civilian population; 

requests the Federal Government to make a 

ronouncement against such flagrant disrezard of 


international law, and further:- 


urges the Federal Government to request the 
Council of the League of Nations to add to its Health 
work further assistance, financially, to aid the 
humanitarian work for the four million Spanish refugees. 





TEAAPHWONE NO. . CAnonnMWA SBI. 
TELEGRAPHIC Anoness, “ PRIMISTER,’* CANBERRA, 
CABLE Adoneas, “ KINDLIER.” CANRDERRA. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 
In reply quote Ne. 
6th July, 1938. 
Jel20/1. 


DUPLICATE. 


Dear Madam, 


I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter (undated) forwarding a copy 
of a resolution passed at a public meeting of your 
Council in regard to the war in Spain, and to in- 


form you that the representations have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Miss 5B. C. Broussen, 
Secretary, 
N.S.W. Council for Relief of 
Spanish Distress, 
2, Scotte Chambers, 
Pitt Street, 
SYDNEY. .. N.S.W. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT, 
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The Secretary 
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3 Copy WB/0H. 
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me My 5 _« * 
The Secretary, _ 
Prime Minister's Department, 
Dear Sir, 
The attached letter from Mr. Albert 


Gardiner of 108 Newland Street, Waverley, New South 
Wales, with enclosed Resolution, is forwarded for 
consideration of the Prime Minister. 

It will be noted from the copy 


the reply sent to Mr. Albert Gardiner that the Goevernor- 


a? 
<= 
+ 


General is unable to forward the Resolution unles: 


to do so by the Comuonwealth Government. 


4 Fs ~ LL. £ 
Yours faithfully 
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Secretary to Governor-General, 


Dear Sir, 

I enclose herewith a resolution 
Carried unanimously, at a large public meeting in 
the Sydney Domain last Sunday. 

You will greatly oblige by bringzine 
it under the notice of His Excellency the Governor- 


General. 





ele The failvre of the British Governmen 


British ships and 


, 


is a matter of erave concern to Australians and 


severe strain on their loyalty to the 


Le That the resolution be sent to 
General with’a respectful request that 


to His Majesty the kine. 


President 
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Dear “ir, 


Your letter dated 2Zist June has 
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been laid before the Acting Governor 
desires me to say that following prescribed custom 
the Resolution which accompanied your letter is being 
referred for the consideration of the Commonwealth 
Government. 

Petitions from subjects in a 
Dominion are not forwarded to His Majesty, except in 
Cases where His Majesty's Ministers of State in that 
Dominion recommend that the Governor-General may be 


pleased to transmit the Resolution to His Majesty. 
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Mr. Albert Gardiner, 
108 Newland Street, 
iv BRLEY N . 5 . we . 
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J. 420/1 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 








EMBARGO ON ARMAMENTS TO SPAIN 


ere - ee ws ~ « ” “fee 
Referred, by direction. 


Secretary 
24.62.1938 





TELEPHONE NO CANUEMRA S35}, 


TELEGRAPHIC ADonnis: * PRIMISTER.' CANBERRA. 
% Jae GAOLE Aooress:  KINOLIER.’* CANBERRA 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
Canberra, 


fi reply anete No, 
2hth ‘dune, 1938. 
J. 420/12 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 15th June, 1935, in regard to the question 
of lifting the embargo on the supply of armaments to the 
Govermment of Spain, and to inform you that the representa 


tions made in connection with the matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Jd. S. Stephens, ESdey, 
Honorary Secretary, 
Charters Towers Unemployed Organisation, 
P.O. Box 129, 
CHARTERS TOWERS, 
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To the Hon. Prime Minister, 
Mr. ve A. Ly ons ; 


‘Siaebniete ll 
CAR JIN IVEK 0 


Sir, 


Believing it to be in the interests of world peace 
and democracy, we the members of the above Urganisation, 
request the Commonwealth Government to declare its support 
for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating 


against theGovernment of Spain under the non-intervention 


agreement. 


Recent developments prove that non-interyention 
does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are concerned. 
These countries openly boast of their assistance to France, 
and celebrate rebel victories, while the Government of 
Spain is denied its legal right under international law to 
purchase the necessary arms to defend its people. To 


continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic 


and military sanctions against the Spanish Government. 
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


WB/AT 
Je 20/1 . 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


ee 


APPLICATION TO RECONSIDER ARMS EMBARGO. 
nnd 


Referred, by direction. 


Secretary. 
22nd June, 1938, 


‘8 





SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE 


West Australian Section. 


36 Burt Street, 
Boulder, W.A. 
10th June, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


At a meeting of my committee held at 
Boulder Town Hall on the 8th June, I was instructed 
to call your attention to the bombing of Alicante on 
the 27th May, killing 300 people and wounding hundreds. 


This, on top of so many outrageous 
killings by the Spanish rebels and invading armies, 
the public are waiting for you to make some pronounce= 
ment of disgust. 


We feel that the Australian Government, 
and you as Prime Minister, should lead the way and ask 
all the democratic nations to reconsider their attitude 
to the Arms embargo operating against the Spanish 
Government. 


Surely you must recognise that this 
Government is entitled to the right to purchase (as 
provided by international law) defence guns to protect 
their women and children, especially as Count Von 
Luckner has openly admitted that Germany sent an army 
to Spain to get Iron Ore and try out their modern war 
materials. 


Your prouncement against German and 
Italian armies in Spain and lead for the reconsideration 
of the Arms embargo is anxiously awaited. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd.) A. Y. SAMPSON. 
Hon. Treasurer. 
Goldfields Spanish Relief Committee. 


The Hon. lir. Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
Canberra. 





TELKGRAPING Apontss;: PRIMISTER.' c 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
C anberra, 


22nd June, 1938. 
J.420/4. 


DUPLICATE. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 10th June, 1938, in 
regard to the position in Spain, and to inform 
you that the representations made in connection 
with the matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Ae Sampson, ESQe >, 
Hon. Treasurer, 
Goldfields Spanish Relief Committee, 
36 Burt Street, 
BOULDER. ee VV. A. 


ANBSERRA 


CavLe Asvnres;  KINDLICR ' CANBERRA 





PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
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ve secretary, We ee iffairs. 
> “Hepartment of External Affairs 
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The Hon. J.A. Lyons }.H.R, 
Prim ie Ministe ry 

RRR 

ragak 
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Your reply to our letter of the 2’th ult. 
received the lst inst. 


aye fay 5 
ith ell respect we submit that the issues 


at stake are too sede ant to simply depe uD t a] 

mOOds of the Imperial Government with the self-governin 
Dominions automatically endorsing British action or 3 action. 
The statement that the so-called non-intervention poli of 
the YJhamberlain government has prevented @ major Kuropean 
war is an assuiption that may be falsified at any moment. 
tather might it be argued that while the invasion of Spain 

by Italy and ermany continues, with all its incidental 
horrors, the danger to world pesce becomes intensified. he 


4 
4 
; fp Schade 
statement that the arns oars applic: to "both sides" igs 
One of those diplomatic fictions. which ga © a harsher term- 


The fact that one side is denied he right to 
purchase arms and amunitions, while the other side has a 


complete equipment of the most up-to-date artillery, militar 
aeroplanes and every other destructive implement of mass- 
murder; surely proves that this preteace of fairplay is so 
eel absurd as 3 ou rage common sense. ractically 
every daily newspaper the Uom monwealth has contemptuously 
re-ferred to the Non- Patsrregeinn pol icy as "farcical", and 
it is surely time that this Gommonk salth should publici 
dissogiate itself fron the grossly unfair position in which 
the Spanish toy ernnent is placed in being unsble to protect 
14S women and children ‘from the murderous. attact of the 
better equipped invaders 

While this letter is beins written we hear of 
renewed bombings of the helpless, the sinking of French and 
British ships oe loss of life and even = rebuke to Franco 
from the Vatican, for his ruthless bombing of civilisns. 

a British Government forwards mild protests 
Only to the perpetrators of these fiendish sects, and my 
Committee resrets that your government should be content to 
endorse this craven and unjust police which will ultimately 
endanger the peace of the world more surely than a firm 
stand for Justice and Humanity. i 

fours faithfully 
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Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge th receipt of 
the petition forwarded by you with relation fo the policy of 
non-intervention in the Spanish War, and to inform you that 
although Great Britain is a party to the Non Intervention 
Agreement which prohibits the export of arms to either » rty, 

the Commonwealth sovernment is not a party to the Agreement, 
and the raising or otherwise of the embargo is accordingly not 


a matter for this country. 

As indicated in my letter of 22nd April, 1938 
the Commonweal th Government, however, fully supports the policy 
of non-intervention and is convinced th is 

olicy that the Spanish Civil Wer ha preve 
feveleuibe. into a general Ruropean conflerration. 


Pop Thorne, Esq. 
Honora Secretary, 
Spanis Relief Committee, 
Box 8, int. 


ioe Stre2 t, 
SY NEY. NoS.W. 








o(th May, 1938. 
The Hon. J.A. Lyons, 
Prime jiinister, 
CANBERRA, 
Dear Sir, 
1 have been directed by our Committee to 


draw your attention to the most recent atrocity committed 
by the countries invading Spain. The cruel and save 


bombing of Alicante on Thursday, killing three hundred 


people and wounding 1,000, has again shocked the Australian 
public. 
Despite recent international protests the 


Spanish rebels, and armies invading Spain, continue to 
carry out their terrible bombing of open towns. 
ve feel that this latest horror must make 


the democratic powers reconsider their attitude to th 
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embargo operating against the Spanish Government. 
we Must recognise that this government should now be riven 
the right, due under international law, to purchase anti- 
aircraft guns ‘to protect its women and children. 

we@ desire also, to draw your attention to 
statements made by Count von Luckner, a German representative 
of Hitler now in sydney. Von Luckner told a "Daily Tele- 
Sraph" reporter that his Government "had to get iron ore 
from Spain"... .He added; "We have used Spain for a testing 


ground for our war material." 
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In the light of these facts we fee 


the Austrslian Governn 
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that denies the Spanish Government the rich+ to purchase 
arms, it makes our Government a party to this monstrous 


a 


erlme of slaughtering innocent women ené ‘hildren. 
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We therefore ask the government to dec) 


in favor of raising the Spanish arms embarco. e are con- 
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fident that such a declaration would co a lone 
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restoring internatiosnal peace, and securing defe 
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16th JUNG, LUVIOs 


i have been directed by the Prime Ninister 
to acknowledre receipt of your letter of 3rd June, 1938, 
forwerding @ resolution carried at the Najestic fheatre, 


Felibourne, on 29th Way. 


The policy of the Commonwealth Governwent 
is rot to interfere in the domestic concerns of other 
countries. the hon-Intervention Agreement to which 
Great. Britein and twenty-six other opesn countries 
ere parties prohibits the export of arms to either party 
in the S e@nieh Civil War. AHe COMMonweeitlnA Governwent 
is not a asec to the Son-Iuterventior reement, out 
it hes om humerous occasions expressed itseif as being 


fuliy in accora with the coctrine of non-intervention. 


With reference to the question of the 

repeei of the Transport workers’ Act, I have tw draw 
your ettention to the snswer nace by the Priuwe Minister 
in the House of Kepresentetives on ist June, 1938, when, 
in reply to a question of Wr. Holioway, he steted thet 
the Government did not consicer thet the time had arrived 
to cesl with the question of the repeal of the Transport 
orkers' Act. 


Yours faitnfully, 


iP. Fox Eso., 
Stete Secretery, 
Austrelian Movement against “Lar Secretary. 
enc Fescism, 
191 eueen Street, 





PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


WB/AT 
Je420/1. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


et E 


PROTEST AGAINST BOMBING OF FRENCH AND 
SPANISH CIVILIANS. 


Referred, by direction, for favour of attention. 


MMB OA 


; : B :. iJ ee 
9 \\* /* Secretary. 
Neh . 15th June, 1938. 





AUSTRALIAN MOVEMENT AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 
——— 


Law Court Chambers, 
191 Queen Street, 
MELBOURNE. C.4, 


3ra June, 1938, 


The Prime Minister, 


Canberra, 





Dear Sir, 
The following resolution was carried at 
& meeting of about one thousand people at the Majestic 


Theatre, Melbourne, on Sunday May 29th :- 


"That this meeting calls on the Federal 
Government to send a strong protest to General 
Franco against the brutal and deliberate bombing 
of French and Spanish civilians and British 
merchantmen, to declare an embargo on the export 
of all war materials to aggressor nations and to 


repeal the Transport Workers' Act". 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd.)} L.P. FOX, 
State Secretary. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


PETITION FOR LIFTING OF ARMS EMBARGO ON SPAIN. 


Referred, by direction for favour of attention. 


Mba 


Piacneturys 
' 15th June, 1938. 











TO 
THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
MR A LYONS, 
CANBERRA J. 70 
Sir: f 
Beelieving It to be in the Interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com 
monwetwh Government to declare its Support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. & 98 
Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary i sib 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. . 
In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
; MR. J. A. LYONS, 
CANBERRA S b2 of 
Sir: 
slieving It to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, 
monweamn Government to declare its support for the Immediate lifting of the 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


request the Com- 
arms embargo operating against 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned, These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, ‘while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic an 


d military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 





In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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fan A. Cummins . Prince . 258 George Street . Sydney 
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ee Referred, by direction, in connection with 
your memorandum of 3rd June, 1938 


ED) de 
a “A 
yf, / 
“If . 
CTF teen 
secretary, 





Sth June, 1938. 


J.420/4 


Dear Sir, 


With reference to the representations submitted 
by the deputation from the Australasian Council of Trade 
Unions which waited upon me on 24th May, 1938, in regard to 
the question of lifting the embargo on the supply of arma- 
ments to the Governnent of Spain, I desire to inform you 
that [ have brought this matter before ny colleagues of the 
Commonwealth Governnent. 


The Non-Intervention Agreement, to which Great 
Britain and twentysix other European countries are parties, 
prohibits the export of arus to either party in the Spanish 
Civil War. The Commonwealth Governuent is not a party to 
this Agreement and the raising or otherwise of the embargo 
against the import of arms into Spain is not a matter for 
Australias.| The Commonwealth Government has, however, on 
numerous cccasions, expressed itself as being fully in accord 
with the doctrine of non-intervention. ) 


aN 
The view was put forward by the deputation that the 
policy of non-intervention had, in effect, amounted to support 
of General Franco. The information at the disposal of the 
Commonwealth Governnent clearly indicates that both parties 
in Spain have benefited sutstantially frou breaches of the 
Non-intervention Agreenent. 


May~I also invite attention to the fact that the 
Government of the United Kingdom in November 1937, after many 
months of effort, secured the acceptance in principle by all 
Powers represented on the Non-intervention Committee of its 
formula for the proportional evacuation of foreign volunteers 
from Spain. There seem to be indications that it may in the 
near future be possible for arrangements to be made for the 
withdrawal of volunteers in accordance wibh this foraula. 





The Commonwealth Governnent, after full consideration, 
is not prepared to make representations to the Governoecnt of the 
United Kingdouw for the renoval of the arms embargo which is 4 
necessary consequence of the policy of non-intervention. 


Yours fithfully, 


The Secretary, 
Australasian Council of Trade Unions, 
‘mpades Hall, Prine Minister. 
MELBOURNE. 










7th June, 1938, 


Dear Madam, 


I am requested,by direction of the 
Prime Minister, to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 2nd dJume, 1938, in regard to German intorvention 
in Spein, ond to inform you that the view you hove 
expressed has been noted by the Commonwealth Governvent,. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Wigs Helen Baillie, 
Hon. Secre 
Spanish Relief committee, 
Kurra House 


177 Collins Strect, 
MELBOURNE. C1. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


= —_WB/VT J.420/1. 


The Secretary, 3 eee 
Department of External Affairs. 


07 me me 


Referred, by direction, for favour of attention. 


TUB Qe 


<7" Secretary, _ 
6.6.38, 
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SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE 


Kurrajong House, 
Room 4. Ploor 5 
rT dollins Street, 
Melbourne, 0 
and June, “1938, 


The Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 


CANBERRA. 
Dear Sir, 

The attention of my Vommittee has been 
directed to statements by Count von Luck cner in the 
Sydney “Daily Telegraph" of May 21st. The Count is 
reported as saying - We had to get --- war meterial". 
He also declared that Germany will not get out of 
S jain when the war finishes. Further, he declared: - 


fe must have our colonies." 


In view of these statements, and in view of 
the Tact that the arms embargo acainst Spain is siding 
the German invasion of Spain, we hope that you will 
realise thst any further support of this embargo means 
encouraging a future enemy of Britain snd Australia 


Yours faithfully, 
(SGD) HELEN BAILLIE, 


Hon. Secretary 
Spanish Relief Committee. 
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Deputation received by Prime Minister on 
24th May, 1°38, from the Australasian 
Council of Trade Unio 








MR. MONKS 


_ 


Moral responsibility on Democratic Governments. 

A.C.T.U. and non-intervention was not carried 
out - has supported Franco, 

Assisting only one side? 


Intervention on one side only. 


MR. CROFTS 





If we found ourselves in the position as 


If we appealed to Encland. 


Self determination. 
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Telephoned by Mr. Farrands from Canberra. 


®e 





The Non-Intervention Agreement prohibits the export 
of arms to either party in the Spanish civil war. ireat, Britain 
with 26 other Huropean countries is a party to it. The British 
Government has been working for many months to secure an acreement 
for the withdrawal of volunteers from both sides in 
Powers concerned accepted in principle the British formula of 
November 19327 for the proportional evacuation of foreign volun- 
teers from Spain. The Anglo-Italian Acreement does not come into 
force until a date to be determined by the two Governments, and 
one of tre conditions precedent laid down by the Britist sovern- 
ment for this is the withdrawal of volunteers from Spain. 

The Italian Government reiterated in the Anvlo-Italian 
Agreement its adherence to the British formula and undertook that 
if the evacuation had not been completed at the termination of 
the civil war all the foreign volunteers then remainine in opain 
would leave Spanish territory. The Italian Government also 
repeated previous assurances that it had no territorial or 
political aims in Spanish territory. 

Recently there have been reports that war material from 
Nrance is being sent over the frontier in larce quantities. If 
these reports are correct it is another breach of the Non-Iinter- 
vention Acreement, and one likely to prevent the policy of 
withdrawal from Spain being advanced. 


In regard to non-intervention zenerall 


. nr ~ . ‘ 
noted that the Commonwealth Government is not a party to the Agree- 
= . . . 2 nu 
ment and the raising or otherwise of the embarco acainst import of 
; pene May 3 
arms into Spain is not a matter for Australia. The Commonwealth 
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sovernment has, however, on numerous occasions exvressed 
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to be fully in accord with the policy of ion-intervention, and 


think that those who criticise this policy should consider what 
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osner policy could have been adopted. There were only twe 
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alternatives. The first would have been to help the Barcelona 
va . - ~ 
sovernment with arms and men. The effect of this a t weil have 









been still more help would have been forthcoming to the other side. 
The second alternative would have been the policy of strict 
neutrality. This would have deprived the Barcelona 3s0vernment, as 
the weaker power on sea, of all possibility of obtaining supplies 
except over their land frontiers. I do not think that it can 
seriously be argued that the policy of non-intervention has 
worked solely in favour of General Franco. But apart from this 
aspect of the matter, I am convinced that it is only by the policy 
Civil war has been prevented 


of non=-intervention that the 


from developing into a major European conflazcration. 


TM/MY 


Ssrd June, 1928, 


MEMORANDUM TO: 


The Secretary, 
Prime Minister's Department. 





With regard to the deputation received by 
the Prime Minister on 24th May, 1228, from the Australasian 
Council of Trade Unions on the subject of the lifting of the 
embargo on the supply of arms to the Spanish Government, I 
return herewith the notes mede by the Prime Minister in 
regard to the representations of the deputation and the 
summary supplied at your request by this Department to the 
Prime Minister in connection with this matter. 


26 It is suggested that in light of the above, 
a reply in some such terms as follows should be sent to the 
Secretary of the Australasian Council of Trade Unions:- 


"T am directed to refer to the points 
raised in reference to the lifting of the embargo on 
the eupply of arms to the Spanish sovernment by the 
deputation of the Australasian Council of Trade 
Unions which was received by the Prime Minister on 
24th May, 1°38. 


I have to inform you that the non-Inter- 
vention Agreement, to which Great Britain and twenty- 
six other European countries are parties, prohibits 
the export of arms to either party in the Spanish 
Civil War. The Cosmonwealth Government is not a 
party to this Acreement and the raising or otherwise 
of the embarzo against the import of arms into Spain 
is not a matter for Australia. The Commonwealth 
Government has, however, on numerous occasions, 
expressed itself as being fully in accord with the 
doctrine of non-intervention. 


The view was put on behalf of the deputation 
that the policy of non-intervention had, in effect, 
amounted to support of General Yranco. The information 
at the disposal of the Commonwealth Government clearly 
indicates that both parties in Spain have benefited 
substantially from breaches of the non-Intervention 
Agreement. Critics of the policy of non-intervention 
should consider what other policy could have been 
adopted, There were only two alternatives. The 
first would have been to help the Barcelona Covernment 
with arms and men, and the effect of this might well 
have been that still more aid would have been forth- 
coming to the other side. The second alternative was 
a@ policy of strict neutrality. This would have 
deprived the Barcelona Sovernment, as the weaker power 
at sea, of all possibility of obtaining supplies except 
over its land frontiers. I am also to draw your 





26 


attention to the fact that the British Government in 
November 1937, after many months of effort, secured 
the acceptance in principle by all Powers represented 
on the non-Intervention Committee to its formula for 
the proportional evacuation of foreizn volunteers from 
Spain. There seem to be indications that it may in 
the near future be possible for arrangements for the 
withdrawal of volunteers in accordance with this 
formula to be made, 


The Commonwealth Government Coes not, in 
these circumstances, consider that there is any 
necessity to make representations to the British Govern- 
ment for the removal of the arms embargo which is a 
necessary consequence of the policy of non-intervention,." 





Secretary. 


35ra June, 19358. 


Dear Sir, 


I acknowledge receipt of your letter in 
which you refer to press reports that the Commonvealth 
Government has made £6,000 available for the relief of 
victims of the Spanish Civil Var. 


The Commonmveslth has arreea to cone 
tribute £2,500 to the scheme proposed by the Prienés’ 
Service Council for the alleviation of distress anong 
refugee children, on the conditions that the scheme 
ehould be on “nm international basis and should cover 
both sides in Spain. 

, further sum of £500 has been con- 
tributed to the appeal made by the International Red 
Crose Committee for aseistance to victims of the civil 


war in Spain. This sum will be impartially aliotted 
between both parties to the Spanish conflict. 


Yours faithfully, 


ew = ° 2 Mi 


Secretarye 


» 
Australian Spanich "elief Committee, 


Box Ne1126, GePeDey 
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Referred, for favour o? attention. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 
Basal ae esi lie uae ee 


Box N. 1126, GeP.0., 
PR INTL 


Ht, 4 
bul fle 


The Secretary , 
Prime Minister's Department, 


CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


In view of the press réports that £6,000 has been 
made available by the Commonwealth Government for the relief 
of victims of the Spanish Civil War this committee, which has 
reised considerable sums in this State for & Similar purpose, 
Would appreciate more details about the relief grant. 





In particular we wovld like to know whether the 
grant will be expended through the Australian committees, 
hrovgh the british Joint Committee for Spanish Relief o+ direct 
to the Spanish Government. 


Widespread interest is taken in this State in the 
work of our committee, which has the active collaboration of 
the Primate of Australia (Dr Le Fanu) and the leaders of 
several other churches besides several women's organisations 
and trade union workers, and information of the nature we have 
asked for would be welcome. 


Yours faithfully, 
(SGD) BE. LISTER. 
SECRWTARY. 


Bha, ITIKITCTLD?ca LC DAD TavAararer 
PRIME MINISTER’S D Paospoy tL IVIELIN | 
dee 


J-420/1. 


The SES . 
Department of External Affairs. 


ARMS EMBARGO - SPANISH CIVIL WAR. 
Referred, by direction. 
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secretary. 
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COPY. 


REDFERN SUB-BRANCH. 


25th May, 1938. 


The e Winist Honourable J. A . Lyons, 
Sn inister, 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed to forward you terms 


of the following resolution carried at the May meeting of the 


above Sub-Branch:- 


"That we the members of the Redfern Sub-Branch of 
the Australian Railways Union condemn the action of 
the Prime Minister in refusing to meet a deputation to 
discuss the Spanish situation and we demand that he 
immediately receives a deputation from the Trades Union 
Movement and other representatives of the people on 


this very important question." 


Trusting that you will carry out the 
terms of this resolution and thanking you in anticipation. 


Yours fraternally, 
(SGD.) J. EH. BEDFORD 


peer 
17 How fie Spee 
Five Dock 





ELEPHONE NO. . Canuenra Sot, 
TELEGSAPHi ¢ ADDRESS: " PRIMISTER," CANBERRA, 


i: CAMLE ADDACSS:  KINDLIER,*' CANSERRA 
‘ aa. 

‘ Re 4 

Boar 'y . 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTM ENT. 


Canbe Ta, 


ada" SineS* 1938. 
J-420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


I_ am directed to acknowledze the receipt of 
our letter of 25th May, 1938, in which you embodieg the 

ext of a resolution carried at the May meeting of the Redfern 
Sub-Branch of the Australian Railways Union, requesting that 
the Prime Minister meet a deputation to discuss questions 
concerning the Spanish War. 


In view of the fact that the Prime Minister 
recently received a oops anes representatives of the 
Australian Council of Trade Unions and is therefore fully 
aware of the views of the Trade Union Movement in relation 
to this matter, it is not felt that any good purpose would 
~ < hoti should he receive a further deputation from your 

nion. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
Je E. Bedford, Esqe, 
Secretary, 
Redfern Sub-Branch, 
ralian Railways Union, 


17, Howley Street, 
FIVE tock. N.S.We 





COPY. 


DARWIN. 


28 05.38. 


To the Prime Minister. 


Dear Sir, 
We, the unemployed of Darwin, passed 


the following resolution urging the liftine of the arms 


embargo on the Spanish Republic. 


(SGD.) J. NEVILLE 


secretary. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra ’ 


end Gume 31938. 


DUPLICATE. 
J-420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


1 am directed by the Prime Minister to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of 28th May, 1938, in relation 
to the question of the arms embargo imposed in connection 
with the Spanish War, and to inform you that the 


representations contained therein have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


J» Neville, Esq., 
noerstary« 
Un oyed Association, 
A RW IN. 





Post Office, 
DARWI 


Friday, 27th May, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 
At our Monthly General Meeting 


held here yesterday, the following resolution was carried 


unanimously: 


That we protest emphatically against the 

withholding of supplies of arms and 
ammunition to the legal and democratic 
Spanish Government, whilst the Fascist 
Powers, Germany and Italy, are openly 


intervening in the Spanish Conflict. 


For a Waterside Section, 


(SGD.) RUSSELL, Secretary. 





TELEPHONE No, , Canberra 53), 
TELEGMAPIIC ADORESS;: “PRIMISTER:"’ CANBERRA, 
aK CAGLE Aporness:  KINDLIER,"* CANBERRA. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 


2nd" Fins “4toze. 
J-420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 27th May, 
1938, embodying the text of a resolution carried at 
the Monthly General Meeting of your Union in relation 
to the question of supplies of arms and ammunition 
to the Spanish Government, and to inform you that 
your representations have been noted. 

Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Mr. Russell, 
Secretary, 
Waterside Section, 


eAe “ue *>5 
Post Office, 
DARWIN. 





JM/MY 


MEMORANDUM TO: 


The Secretary, 
Prime Minister's Department. 


With reference to your minute No. J.420/1 
of 30th May, 1938, I have to refer you to a letter 
Gated 30th May, 1938, drafted by this Department and 
submitted to you for signature on that date. This 
letter was a reply to a similar petition forwarded by 
the Spanish Relief Committee, and as it traversed the 
points raised in the petition under reference, it is 
suggested that the attention of the Committee should be 
drawn to the letter of 30th May. 


Secretary. 





wm, PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
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TO THE HON, PRIME MINISTER, IP 20/! 
MR. J. A. LYONS, 


ry saw 


; - J - iF = 
CANBERRA 


sir: = Box 8, P Mrice, Rink Street, Sydney 


X 
ving it to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned 
monwealth Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embar 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


» request the Com- 
gO operating against 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 





NAME ADDRESS 
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TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
MR. J. A. LYONS, 


. Syaney 
am -- CANBERRA 
Sir: \ 


(aeving it to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 
monwealth Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
Government of Spain Is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 


in signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 


NAME ADDRESS 





. mantle rin Le 1 ear iret 3 Peete 








T 
O THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, 
MR. J. A. LYONS, 
= CANBERRA oF 
irc Ox : + Sodn, 
leving It to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 
monwealth Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 

Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, and celebrate rebel victories. while the 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition Is tantamount to employing economic and military sanctions against 
the Spanish Government. 

In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist in every possible manner the raising of funds 


for Spanish Relief. 
NAME ADDRESS 
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; m3 Girected to ackno Lex © UNS Peoelvt of 
your létter of Z2ist May, .925, and to infore you that the 
text of the resolution carried at « recent Gting of your 
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in the ®panish War, hes been noted. 

. @m to inform you that alt Dn Great Sritain 
48 & party to the Non-I ntervention reement wie srohibites 
the export of arms to either purty, t 

ent i6 not 4 party to the reement and © Palsing or other 
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The Commonweal t! ver ment, . ver, uily 
Supporte the policy of non-iniervention and is convinced 
that 28 is oniy by this policy that i¢@ Spams {vil Yar 
& been prevented from developing into génersl luropean 
conflagration. 


Urs. E. Road, 
Hofie Secretary, ecretary. 
Sponich Yelief Committee, ; 
6 Stratheons Flats, 
warket Street, 
OLLONGCC BG. tee! « 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


SPANISH CIVIL WAR, 
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SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 
TO AID THE VICTIMS OF FASCISM DNvSPAIN, 


oe 





6 Strathcona Flats, 
Market Street, 
YOLLONGONG. 


2lst May, 1938, 


The Rt. Hon. J.A. Lyons, 


Parliament House, 


CANBERRA, F.C.T. 
Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Wollongong branch of the above 
committee to forward this resolution which was passed at the 
last meeting - 


"That this committee views with disgust and apprenension, 
the attitude of the present Government of Democratic 
, Australia, in supporting the Embargo on the reople's 
Government of Spain, which is tantamount to assisting 
'| Fascism in Europe. 


We demand that the Commonwealth Government issue a 
Statement on the Spanish situation, giving full recog- 
nition to the Democratically Elected Negrin Government. 
Further, we demand that immediate pressure be applied to 
the Imperial Government, to lift the Arms Embargo at 
present operating against the democratic peoples of “pain.” 


Yours faithfully, 
SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 
(Sed. )(Mrs.) BE, Road, 


Hon. Secretary. 





30th NAY 1938. 


Dear Nadan, 


T am directed by the ‘rime Minister to 
acknowledge receipt of your ictter of 2ict May. The terms 
of the resolution passed by your Committee have becn noted. 


T have to inform you that the Commonwealth 
Government is mot oe party to the lion-Intervention Agreencnt, 
end the raising or otherwise of the arms ombargo is therefore 
not a matter for this ecuntry. ‘The Government, hovever, 
stroncly supports the policy of non-intervention. Those 
who criticise this policy must consider what other policy 
could have becn adopted, It might have been decided to help 
the Barcelona Government with arms ond men, but this might 
well have meant that still more aid would have been forth 
coming to the oth r side. Alternatively, a policy of strict 
neutrality might have been pursved. This would have 
involved depriving the Bercelonma Governcnt, as the wesker 
power at sen, of all poscibility of obteining supplies except 
over their lond fronticrs. It cannot be seriously mintained 
that the policy of non<intervention has worked only in 
favour of General Prenco, but quite apart from this aspect 
of the matter, the Commonwealth Government is tully 
eonvineea that it is only by this policy that the Spanish 
civil war has been prevented fron developing into a general 
Buropesn conflisegretiaq@. 

The Commonwealth Govermment has not accorded 
recomition to the regime of General Franco and continues } 
= — the Bareelone Government as the legal Government ~| 

: pa e 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 








COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 
fi ooh te A 
ef ch ' J 
~ © * 5 A > 
veer ity 
4 an directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
the petition forwarcéed by you with reletion to the policy 
of non-intervention in the Spanish r, and to infora you 
that although Great Pritein is a party to the Non-Interventior 


Agreement. which prohidite the export of arms to either party, 
the Commonwealth Government ig not «a rty to the Agreement, 
and the ruisi or otherwise of the embergo is accordingly 
not a meter for thie country. 


__ As indicated in my letter of 22nd April, 1998, 
the Commonweaith Government, however, fully supports the 
oiicy of non-intervention and ie convinced that it is only 
by this policy that the Spanish Civil Wer has been prevented 
from developing inio 4 general Buropean conflagration. 


fours raithfully, 


wecret rye 


Pr. T. Thorne, hag ; 
Honorary Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
-OxX Sy ‘ wey 





JU wal ay 5 19 38 . 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge receipt of the petition forwarded by 
you regarding the policy of non-intervention and 
the embargo on the suppiy oF arms to the Spanish 
Government. 


in regard to tne policy of non-intervention, 
I would direct your attention to my letter of 22ni 
April, 19838, in which the policy of tne Commonwealth 
Government was outlined. 


The Commonwealth Government is not a party 
to the Non-Intervention Agreement, and the raising or 
otherwise of the arms embargo is Lherefore not a matter 
for this country. the Government, however, strongly 
Supports the policy of non-intervention. those who 
criticise this policy must consider what other policy 
could have been adopted. It might have been decided 
to help the Barcelona Government with arms and men, 

\ but this might well have meant that still more aid 
would heve been foathcoming to the other side. Alter- 
natively, a policy of strict neutrality might have 
been pursued. This would have involved depriving 
the Barcelona Government, as the weaker power at sea, 
of all possiblility of obteining supplies except over 
their land frontiers. It cannot be seriously main- 
tained that the policy of non-intervention has worked 
only in favour of General Franco, but quite apart 
from this aspect of the matter, the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment is fully convinced that it is only this policy 
that the Spanish civil war has been prevented from 
developing into a general European conflagration. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secre vary . 


P. ZT. Thorne, Esq., 
Honorery Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
Box 8, P.O., 
King Street, 
SYDNSY. H.S.W. 





TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER, / 4) SPANIS =LIEF ¢ NTTEE 
MR. J. A. LYONS, | i] | o6t, Seanad 
| CANBERRA | 


| ~~ 

Belidving it to be in the interests of world peace and democracy, we, the undersigned, request the Com- 
monwealth Government to declare its support for the immediate lifting of the arms embargo operating against 
the Government of Spain under the non-intervention agreement. 


——— 


Recent developments prove that non-intervention does not exist so far as Italy and Germany are con- 
: cerned. These countries openly boast of their assistance to Franco, 
Government of Spain is denied its legal right under International Law to purchase the necessary arms to de- 
fend its people. To continue this condition is tantamount to employing ec 
the Spanish Government. 


and celebrate rebel victories, while the 
WwW 


o 


nomic and military sanctions against 


In signing this petition we also pledge ourselves to assist In every possible manner the raising of funds 
for Spanish Relief. 
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Dear Madam, 


I have been directed by the Prime Minister 
to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 22nd April, 1938, 
and the enclosed resolution. 


I have to state that the present position 
relating to the supply of arms to the Spanish Government is 
that Great Britain, together with twentysix other Kuropean 


countries, is a irty to the Non-Intervention reesent 
which } rohibits th c export Di APias to 7 t) ©Tr ; rty in +> e 


Spanish Civil War. The Commonwealth Government is not «4 
party to this Agreement, and the raising or otherwise of 
the embarzo is not a matter for this country. The Common- 
wealth Government is, however, fully in accord with the 
policy of non-interverntion, and is of the opinion that 
though certain infringements of the Non-Intervention Agree- 
ment have taken place affecting both parties to the 
dispute, it has prevented the conflict in Spain from 
developing into a major Suropean conflazration. 


Yours faithfully, 


— 2 f 
>. STR ~ 


Secretary. 


Miss M. Mayall, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Women's Committee, 
Victorian Council, 
Australian Movement Against 
War and Fascisna, 
Law Court Chambers, 
191 \ueen Street, 
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The f'ollo: ing resolution was carried unamously at a 
meeting of women held on the : 
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"Wwe citizens of Vietoria assembled at the Australian 
Church Hall, Russell ct. believing that the Won-Tnter Kt-an 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 


LAH way 1938, 
Je 20/1 


Dear Sir, 


I am desired by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 6th May, 1938, 
in which you again refer to the question of the conflict 
in Spain, 


Mir. Lyons has asked me to inform you that 
he considers that all the necessary facts are before the 
Government, and that no good purpose would be served by 
& deputation in conection with the matter. He will, 
however, be in Melbourne on 2iith May next and if it is 
at all possible and if that day is suitable to you he 
is willing to see you in order that you may make any 
verbal representations which you may desire, 


Mr. Lyons’s Private Secretary will keep in 
touch with you in regard to time, ete. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary 


The Secretary, 
Australasian Council of Trade Unions, 
Trades Hall, 
MELBOURNE. 





PRIME MINISTER'S’ DEPARTMENT. 


The BeCrSeaTy > z. . 
Department of External Affairs. 





Referred, by direction, for favour of attention in 
connection with previous correspondence. 


Hee. 


er Secretary. 
Ar 10. 5.38. 
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AUSTRALASIAN COUNCIL OF TRADE UNIONS. 


Hon. J.» A. lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA - F.C.T. 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 22nd ult. having reference to previous correspondence 
on the subject of the liftine of the embarzo on the supply 
of arms to the Spanish Government and to say your letter was 
duly placed before the Emersency Committee of the A.C.T.U. 


The Emergency Committee, after consideration, resolved 
that a further communication should be forwarded pointing out 
that efforts to obtain an interview on this question have been 
pending since March 30 last, and, that on 7th April a letter was 
received over your signature stating inter alia that your official 
programme of engagements was so heavy that you had no opportunity 
of meeting representatives of the A.C.T.U. until after the Easter 
holidays. 


Subsequent to the Easter holidays, I was in conversation 
with your Secretary regarding fixing a date for the interview. 
This was answered by your letter of the 22nd ultimo to the effect 
that no useful purpose would be served by a deputation. 


The Mnergency Committee of the A.C.T.U. regret that the 
Government have allowed the matter to reach such an unsatisfactory 
stage but would again urge that the promise of an interview as 
indicated in your letter of April 7 should be granted at your 
very earliest. % 


Further, I am to raise the question of the Sino-Japanese 
conflict, in connection with which the Government was informed of 
resolutions adopted by the Hmerzency Committee and in which the 
Federal Government was urged to prohibit the export of scrap iron 
from Australia to Japan and the withdrawal of the concession ex- 
tended to the Japanese to work Yampi Sound Iron Ore deposits. The 
only reply which was received to this communication was to 
the effect that the resolutions had been received and noted and 
would be given consideration, but no further word has been received 
in the matter from the Government. 


The Emergency Committee has no desire to suggest anything 
more than an oversight and would appreciate a further communication 
in the matter. 


om Yours faithfully, 





7th April, 1938. 


C. Crofts, Esa-, 


Secretary, | : ERE i 
Australasian Council of Trade Unions, 


Trades Hall, 
MELBOURNE . 


Dear Mr. Crofts, 


I have your letter of 4th April, with 
further reference to your desire that I should receive a 
deputation regarding the raising of the embargo on arms to 
the Spanish Government. 

Unfortunately my programme of official 
ensacements is so heavy that I will have no opportunity of 
meeting your representatives until some time after aster. 
I should be glad to know if this will meet your convenience 
and at the same time perhaps you could advise me as to the 
principal aspect of the case to be presented to me. 

I am, 


Yours sincerely, 































Dear Madam, 


I have been directed by the Prime Minister 


to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 22nd April, 1938 
and the enclosed resolution. 


I have to state that the present position 
relating to the supply of arms to the Spanish Government is 
that Great Sritain, together with twentysix other Surepean 
countries, is a party te the Non-Intervention Arvreement 


which prohibits the export of arms ther party in the 
spanish Civil War. The Commonwealth Government is not a4 
party to this Agreement, and the raising or ctherwise of 
the embargo is not a matter for this country. The Comnon- 
wealth Government is, however, fully in accord with the 
policy of non-intervention, and is of the opinion thet 
theugh certain infringements of the Non-Intervention Agree- 
ment have taken place affecting both parties to the 
dispute, it has prevented the conflict in ipain from 
developing into a major Suropean conflacration. 


— 


. 
: 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Hiss . Mayall, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Women’s Committee, 
Victorian Council, 
Australian Movement Avainst 
War and Fascism, 





Law Court Chambers, 
isl Cueen Street, 


COrLeJS 
PhIME MINISTER, 

CANBERRA. 
lith May, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Makin, 





I acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 2nd May, conveying the appreciation of the Joint 
Soanish Aid Council of South Australia of the recent action 
of the Commonwealth Government in allocating the sum of 
£3,000 for the relief of victims of the Spanish Civil 
War. 


With reference to the second paragraoh of 
your letter relating to the supply of arms to the Spanish 
als, the present position is that Grest Britain, to- 
gether with 26 other European countries, is a party to 
the Non-Intervention Agreement which prohibits the export 
of sms to either party in the Spanish Civil War. The 
Commanwealth Government is not a party to this Agreement, 
end the raising or otherwise of the embargo is not a 
matter for this country. The Commonwealth Government is, 
howéver, fully in accord with the policy of non-interven- 
tion and is cenviriced that it is only by this policy 
thet the Spanish Civil War has been prevented from 
developing into/a major European conflagration. 


— bo 
rf Yours feithfully, 


Dn | 
| (SGD) 024A .LYONS. 


PrimeMinister. 
The Honoureble N.J.O. Makin, M.P., 


Parliament House, 
CANBERRA, F.C.T. 
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Department of ixternsal Affairs. 
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"non-intervention” ha 

Spanish affairs, sinc 
Snanish Government it 


would like t Mint out that 
meant direct interference in 
it has teken from the lee: 


w “ 1 


right to purchase arms to defend 
itself. &@ right recosnised by international law and b 
the League of Nations Covenant. “"Non-intervention"” ha 
also handicapped the democratic Government in another 


way, for it has meant non- intervention by + 
Nations, althouch the democratic Government 
to assistance by the League. 


Since “non-intervention" 
opposed to the principles of the Le 
would like an explenation of the at 
Minister who claims to suppor both " ‘ou ahaerchietant 
and the League of Nations Covenant. 
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Yours faithfully, 





12th May, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


With reference to your letter of 3rd Nay, 1936, 
concernin= the Commonwealth Government's support of the 
policy of non-intervention in the Spanish War, I desire to 
inform you that although Great Britain is a party to the 
Non-Intervention Agreement which prohibits the export of 
arms to either party, the Commonwealth Goverment is not a 

ty to the Agreement, and the raising or otherwise of 
the embargo is accordingly not a matter for this country. 
The Commonvealth Government, however, fully supports the 
policy of non-intervention, and is convinced that it is 
only this policy that the Spanish Civil War has been 
ib pi ed from developing into a general Suropean conf lag- 
ration. 


In these circumstances, there does not appear to 
be any inconsistency between a support both of the principles 
of the League Covenant and of the policy of non-intervention. 


Yours faithfully, 


secretary. 


LsP Fox, ESqes 
State nicoctite gr be 
Victorian Council, 
\ustralian Movement Arainst 
War and Fascism, 
191 %veen Street, 





JO.Bt 


10th May, 1938. 


Dear Madan, 


I have been directed to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter to the Prime Minister 
dated the 19th April, 1938, conveying a resolution 
passed at a public meeting of Ayr citizens held 
on 10th April. I have to inform you that the 
contents of the resolution have been noted. 


I have further to advise that the 
Commonwealth Government still adheres to its sup- 
port of the policy of non-intervention in connection 
with the Spanish Civil War believing that this 
policy has played a major part in preventing the 
spread of the war beyond the boundaries of Spain. 


In connection with that part of the 
resolution which deals with the lifting of the 
Arms embargo, I have to point out that this is a 
subject which comes under the jurisdiction of the 
Non-Intervention Committee and that Australia, not 
being a party to the Non-Intervention Agreement, 15 
not represented on the Committee. The Commonwealth 
Government, however, strongly support the policy 
of non-intervention for the reasons given above. 


Yours faithfully, 


 STRAKHAN 


Secretary. 


Mrsed -Rowe y 
Honorary Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
P.O. Box 534, 
AY R. Q' land. 





PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External A 
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IRTH. QUEENSLAND, 
19.42.1938. 
To the Hon. Prime ‘linister 
Mr. Jd. A. Lyons, 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA, 
eel 
Sir, 

At a representative meeting of Ayr Citizens held 
inthe Caladonian Hall on Sunday, 10th April, the following 
resolution was passed unanimously. 

We, the citizens of Ayr ass led at this meeting, 
strongly protest against the foreign policy of our Govern- 


ment, in rerard to non-intervention in Spain. ie believe 
non-intervention means intervention on behalf Franco by 


the forces of international Fascism. 


We demand the lifting of the Arms Embargo from 


the Jegal Government of Spain to allow them freedom to 
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purchase arms (as is their internationa 
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themselves against the aggressor 
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Yours Taitnfulily, 
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llth May, 1938. 


Dear Madam, 


I have been directed to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter to the Prime Minister dated 12th April, 1938, 
conveying the appreciation of your Committee concernin 
the allocation by the Commonwealth Government of the sum 
of £3,000 towards the relief of victims of the Spanish 
Civil War. 


With reference to that part of the resolution 
passed by your Committee which deals with the policy of 
non-intervention in the Spanish War, 1 have to state that 
the Commonwealth Government is not a member of the Non- 
intervention Committee which decided on the policy of the 
arms embargo. At the same time, the Commonwealth 
sovernment has declared that it is in favour of this 
policy, and is of the opinion, though certain infringe- 
ments have taken place affecting both parties to the 
dispute, that it has prevented the conflict from develop- 
ing into a major Evropean conflagration. 


Yours faithfully, 


REI fede odo Wy — 
> « «J i i MAIIAN 


Secretary. 


Miss Helen Baillie, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
177 Collins Street, 
MELBOURNE. C.1. 
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10th : BY, 1938 . 


Dear Madam, 


I have been directed to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter to the Prime Minister 4 ted 1°th Ay ril, 
1938, concerning the bombing of the civilian population 
in Spain, and conveying the appreciation of your Council 
concerning the allocation by the Commonwealth Government 


of the sum of £3,000 towards the relief of victims of the 


Spanish Civil War. 


Miss Meidrym Davies, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Joint Spanish Aid Council (S.A.), 
Box 2352C., G.P.0., 
ADELAIDE. S.A. 








a JO / MY 


10th May, 1938. 


Dear Madan, 


I have been directed to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter to the Prime Minister dated 12th April, 
1938, conveying the arpreciation of your Executive 
with regard to the action of the Commonwealth Govern- 


ment in allocating the sum of £3,000 towards the 


relief of victims of the Spanish Civil War. 


Yours faithfully, 


Sec reta ry . 


Mrs. E.L. Rees, 
Hon. General Secretary, 
Women's Christian Temperance 
Union of Victoria, 
Centreway (4th Floor), 
Collins Street, 
MELBOURNE. 





JO.Bt 


LOth May " i938. 


Dear Sir, 


I have been directed to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter to the Prime Minister dated the 14th 
April, 1938. 


In reply I have to inform you that the 
Commonwealth Government adheres to its Support of 
the policy of non-intervention in the Spanish Civil 
War, and believes that this policy has played a 
material part in preventing the war Spreading beyond 
the borders of Spain. In these circumstances it is 
felt by the Prime Minister that no useful purpose 
would be served in receiving a deputation in connec- 
tion with the matters raised by your Committee. 


With reference to the question of granting 
relief to those who have suffered through the 
bombardment of Barcelona, I have to draw your atten- 
tion to the recent action of the Commonwealth 
Government in allocating an amount of £3,000 for the 
relief of victims of the Spanish War. 


Yours faithfully, 


E. Lister, Esq., 
West Australian Section, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
Box NWN 1126, G.P.O., 
PERT H. 
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INTERVENTION BY COMMONWEALTH IN 
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Referred, by direction, for favour of 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


Attention. 





SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTER. 


fo the Rt. Hon. J. A. Lyons, M.H.R., 
Prime Minister of Australia, 


Dear Sir, 


The above Committee desire to bring to your 
notice a resolution (quoted below) and of which we are in 
full accord, carried by the Spanish Relief Committee in 


Sydney, and also endorsed by our Committee in Perth. 


"We request the Prime Minister to receive a 
deputation for the purpose of urging the Federal Govern- 
ment to protest against the indiscriminating bombard-~ 
ment of Barcelona and other Spanish cities, and, 

further, we request the Federal Government to urge 

| the Government of the United Kingdom to move for the 

| immediate lifting of the arms embargo srainst the 
Government of the Spanish Republic. We further urge 

the Federal Government to take immediate action in | 
the granting of relief to the victims of the bombard= | 
ment of Barcelona," 


Ve must intensify our demand for the legal 
Government of Spain to purchase arms to defend its people, 
and we beg in the name of democracy to do all in your 
power in this direction. 


Yours faithfully, 





OpY 


'P WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION OF VICTORIA. 
2s SS a ES 
a FOR GOD AND HOME AND HUMANITY. 


Centreway (lth Floor), 
Collins Street, 


Mie tT .t2 TTE ih 
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13th April, 1938. 


fhe Honourable J. Lyons, 

The Prime Minister of Australia, 
Parliament House, 

CANBERRA, 


Dear Sir, 


We have pleasure in passing on to you the 
following resolution passed at our Executive Meeting 


yesterday afternoon. 


"The Executive of the W.C.T.U. of Victoria 
wish to express their appreciation of the gift of 
£3,000 by the Australian Government towards the 


Relief of the Spanish Refugees." 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd.) E. L. Rees 


Hon.Gen. Secr. 
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JOINT SPANISH AID COUNCIL (S.A.) 





Affiliated with English National Joint Committee for Spanish 


Relief (Chairman: Duche of Atholl) 


- ~~ 25° " . 1) . 
box 352, “es TebPeUsy, 
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Rt. Hon. J. Ae Lyons, M. 
Prime Minister of Austra 
Parliament House, 


CANBERRA. 


Rt. Hon, Sir, 


The Joint Spanish Aid Council (S.A.), Adelaide 
joins with the world in horror at the bombing of the civil 
population of open towns and cities of Spain, and urges 
the Federal Government to send an official protest to the 
people responsible for these brutal attacks on the civilian 


populations of Spain. 


The Council conveys its full hearted apprecia- 
tion of the Australian Government's Kindness in granting a 
Sum of money for the relief of distress and suffering among 
non-combatants in Spain, especially children, irrespective 


of race, creed or politics. 
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PANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 
pam i 





Room 4 = Ploor 5 


The Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


The Spanish Relief Committee at its Executive 
Meeting this afternoon passed the following resolution 
thanking your Government for its action in sending £35,000 
to the relief of Spanish refugees. 


"This Committee expresses its appreciation 
of the action of the Federal Government in allotting 
£3,000 to the relief of Spanish refugees. The 
Committee further expresses its opinion that in 
order to help the suffering Spanish people, and in 
the interests of world democracy, the Federal 
Government should move for the lifting of the arms 
embargo against the leral Spanish Government, which 
is so seriously and unfairly handicapped by the 
one-sided working of the "non-intervention" 
arreement." 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sead.}) Helen Baillie 


on. Secretary 
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Dear Mr. Crofts, 
With further reference to my letter of 7% 
> ‘oc a ae ~ + - -* 7 . 7 ~ 7 ~ . - . . 
on the «subject of your desire that I should receive a de 
tation rercarding the supply of arms to the Spanish Gover 
i desire to inform you that the policy of t!} ‘itish G 
ment in relation to the situation in Spain has been 
strict: non=intervention in Spanish affairs, and loyal 
+ . "J . | ~ ; 


observance of its obligations under the Non-Imtervention 
Agreement. 


bir George Pearce, then Minister for External] 
Affairs, on 25th August, 1957, in outlining the Com wes 
Government's policy concerning the civil war in & i 
stressed the Government's support she ty of ‘ 
intervention as the only means --avoiding the danrer of 
| European War. The Commonwealth Govern e Lt till adher 
to the policy as then outlined, believ that it 
a material part in preventing an extension he S sh 


War. 


In the circumstances. outlined above, 4 s fel 
hat hn ‘ use ni] HDUrnNose WOW LQ Oc ~ CVS ° ne 4 - Awa bibf ee 
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Dear Sir, 


IT am directed by the frime Minister t ] 
receipt of your letter of 5th April, 1 . forwan 
request that the Prime “inister should receive 
to’ discuss questions concerning the Spanish conflict. 

With regard to the first of the questions raised 
in-your letter, I have been directed t j rour attention 
to the fact that this matter has been taken up internat 1a] 
and as the fullest possible publicity has er nd is bein; 
given to SBC ABEND SS associated with the rins in, it ie 
felt that no improvement of the situation ulé be caused b 

: 


the lodging of an individual protest by the Commonwealth 
Government. 


With reference to the second matter raised in you! 
letter, Iam to state that the policy of the British Governmen 
from the outbreak of the conflict has been one of strict 
observance of its obligations under the Non- rm 
Agreement. Speaking in the House of Commons on 2) 
1938, Mr. Chamberlain expressed the view that thr policy of 
non—intervention affords the best means of avoiding a ma jor 
conflagration in Europe. The. Commonwealth Government is in 

full agreement with this policy. 


Tv) 
4 . 
h March, 


Sir George Pearce, then Minister for Extern 
Affairs, on 25th August, 1937, in outlining the Com nweal th 
Government's policy concerning the civil war in Spain stresse 
the Government's support of the policy of non-intervention as 
the only means of avoiding the danger of a European war. The 
Commonwealth Government still adheres to the policy as then 
outlined, believing that it has played a material part in 
preventing an extension of the Spanish war. 

In the circumstances outlined above, it is felt 
that no useful purpose would be served by the Prime Minister 
rec€iving a deputation to consider the wuestions raised by 


you. 


— mn 


#e +. Thorne, Esa., 
Hon. Secretary, 


Spanish Relief Commi tee, 
Box 8, Post Office, 
King Street, 
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room 816, 
rans \) - 
eS C } ; 
awson Place, 
‘ | - 


Hon. J. Lyons, 
Prime Minister oi 
CANBERRA. F.C.T. 


Dear Sir, 


__ i have been requested by ovr orzanisation 
to communicate with you asking if you would meet a 
deputation which wovld raise the following points: 


1. To hear e request about the reasons 
why we consider that the *ederal Government 
should protest against the indiscriminate 
bombardments of Barcelona and other Spanish 
cities. 


<- io request and five reasons why the 

Federal Government shovcld uree the Government 

of the once Kineiom to move for the immediate 
lifting of the arms embargo against the Government 


of the Spanis sh Republic. 


o- lo reguest and urge the < 
to take immediate action in the grantine of relief 
to the victims of the bombardment in barcelona | 


end other spanis 3h towns. 
\\ € 


Jk oe. eT = ) —- a . ; - —« - : 
4PuUStine you will favour us with an earl reply. 
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JM.bt 


elst April, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


I have been directed to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of 13th April, 1938, regarding 
the supply of arms to the Spanish Government and to 
state that your representations have been noted. 


I am to draw your attention to the state- 

ment made by the British Prime Minister in the House 
of Commons on 24th March, 1938. Mr. Chamberlain stated 
that the policy of the British Government has from the 
outbreak of the conflict been one of non-intervention in 
Spanish affairs and loyal observance of its obligations 
under the non-intervention agreement. He added that, 

; even though infractions of this policy may take place, 

: His Majesty's Government believe that it affords the 
best means of avoiding a major conflagration. 


; The Commonwealth Government is in full 
support of this policy. | 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


L. P. Fox, Esq., 
State Secretary, 
Australian Movement against War and Fascism, 
Law Court Chambers, 
191 Queen Street, 
MELBOURNE, C.1. 





O/MS 


hen HF/pP 


19th April, 1935-6 


Dear Sir, 


it an directed by the Prime liinister to acknowe 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th April, 1938, 
forwarding © resolution of the Cardiff Peace Council. 


With reference to the request of your Council 
that Parliament should be simamoned imne intely, I would point 
out that, as you have doubtless already observed from the 
press, the Government decided that, in view of the improved 
position, no good purpose would be served by calling Parlia-= 
ment together earlier then had been intended. 


"ith regard to your Council’s reonest that a 
constructive policy of collective security be followed and 
that Auetrelia give a lead by requesting Great Britain to 
eall se conference of democratic nations, I am to refer you 
to the statement made by the Sritish Prime Minister, Mr. 
Chamberlain, on the 24th March concerning the sugzestion 
made by the Governeent or the U.5.5.R. that a conference be 
held in order to devise meens of checiine future acts of 
aggression. lr. Chawberlain stated that the British Govern- 
ment would warmly welcome my conference at which all the 
Suropean nations would be represented, but that at present 
there appeared to be no possibility of such a conference 
taking place, ir, Chameerlain further pointed out that the 
consequence of huiding a conference at which certain powers 
Woule not be represented would be to aggravate the tendency 
towards the establishment of exclusive groups of nations, 
a tendency which the Sritish Government considered to be 
imimical to the prospects of peace. 


I am further directed to éraw your attention 
to the declaration made at the Imperial Conference in 1937 
when it was stated that members of the Conference, while 
themselves firmly attached to the principles of democracy 
ana to parliamentary forms of government, decided to register 
their view that differences of political ereed should be no 
obstacle to friendly relations between Governments and coun- 
tries, and that nothing would be more damaging to the hopes 
of international appeasement than the division, real or 
apparent, of the world into opposing groups. 


Yours faithfully, 


NA 
De . Whitson, BSGes \ 
Honorary Secretary, : 
Cardiff Peace Council, Secretary 
"“Baringa", Ne 
Russell Street, 


CARDYIT FP M. Se - . 





a MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
- v WB/PP 55 ° 
5 <r J. 420/1 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





SPANISH REFUGEE RELIEF, 


Referred, by direction, for favour of attention. 


(two papers). 
C/ 


Secretary 
14.4.1938. 
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AUSTRALIAN MOVEMENT AGAINST WAR AND PASCISM 


Pa * 





VIGTORIAN COUNCIL 
Law Court Chambers 
(Room 4, 3rd Floor) 


i191 Queen St., Melbourne 
Cele 


April 13th, 1938. 


The Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 
CANSERRA F.C. T. 


Dear Sir, 


The Victorian Executive of the Movement 
Against War and Fascism has asked me to write to you 
expressing its support for the growing movement in 
favour of lifting the arms embargo against the legal 
Spanish Government. 


ing The Action of the Federal Government in 
grant/£3,000 for the relief of Spanish refurees has 
met with wide approval. The urgent need of the Spanish 
people, however, at present, is that they be restored 
their legal right to buy arms to defend themselves 
against foreign troops and armaments. We therefore 
urge the Government to receive the proposed deputation 
from the Australian Council of Trade Unions to put the 
ease for the lifting of the arms embargo. 


Yours truly, 
(Sgd.) Le P. Fox 


STATE SECRETARY 





INTERNATIONAL PEACE CAMPAIGN. 





Sth Floor, Kurrajong Honse, 
177 Collins Street, 
Melbourne, 
Australia. 


llth April, 1938. 


To the Prime Minister of Australia, 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


I have much pleasure in forwarding to you 
the resolution passed today by the Executive of the 


Victorian Council of the International Peace Campaizn, 
Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd.) A. Constance Duncan 


Hon. Secretary 
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RESOLUTION RE 


The Victorian Council of the International Peace Campaicn 
congratulates the Commonwealth Government on its humani- 
tarian action in voting £3,000 for Spanish Refugee Relief. 
While deploring the failure of the Non-Intervention policy 
the I.P.C. desires to express to the Federal Government 


that there is & large volume of opinion in this country 


which now favours the lifting of the arms embargo and 


D 
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ey 
@ 


urges that representation therefore be mad 


Impérial Government. 
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in connection with 


correspondence. 


/ AIA ats > 
t Secretary 


14 04.1938 


TELEPHONE No.) CANOERRA 531. 


7 


. TELEGRAPHIC Abonend, "“PRIMISTER," CANBERRA, 
CAMLE Aponesa: “ KINDLIER,”’ CANBERRA, 
t 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


Canberra, 


1h tH" ABs, 1938, 
J. 20/1 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledge, with thanks, the 
receipt of your letter of llth April, 1935, together 
with cooy of the latest weekly issue of the English 
edition of the "Spanish Information Service : Text and 
Documents", published in Spain, 


ours faithfully, 


Secretary 


The Consul General for Spain, 


SYDN SY lie S ott > 
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CONSUL GENERAL DE ESPANA 
EN AUSTRALIA 


SYDNEY N.S.W. llth April, 1938. 


The Secretary, 
Prime Minister's Department 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 7th instant informing me that the printed matter 
about the Spanish affair which I had the honour to send to 
the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister for his perusal, in accordance 


with my letter of March llth, had not been received. 





I regret this and have much pleasure in renewing 


under separate cover, the envoy. 


Faithfully yours, 
THE CONSUL GENERAL OF SPAIN 
(Sed. ) Ricardo Bacea 


Consul General de Espana 


JM.MH 


Sth April, 1938 


Dear Sir; 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th March, 1938, forwarding a resolution 
of the West Australian Section of the Spanish Relief 
Committee regarding the Spanish Conflict, and to state that 
your representations have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary 


E.Lister, Esq.; 
Secretary: Spanish kelief Committee, 
West Australian section, 
Box N.1126, G.P.0,. 
PERTH 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 





Re: SPANISH WAR. 


Referred, by direction, in 





TELEPHONE NO. CANBERRA 531. 
TEAZOnArHIC Appress) “ PRIMISTER,”’ CANSERRA, 
OAULE Acpress: ‘ KINDLIER,"’ CANDERRA, 
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


GC anberra, 
llth Ape? y932. 
J.420/1. 


Deer Sir 5 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to acknowledge 
the receipt of your telegram of 29th March, 1938, and of 
your letter of 30th March, 1938. 


in reply I am to state that the policy of the 
British Government in regard to the situation in Spain has, 
from the outbreak of the conflict, been one of strict non- 
intervention in Spanish affairs, and loyal observance of its 
obligations under the Non-Intervention 4greement, and that 
the Commonwealth Government is in full agreement with this 
policy. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


D.N.Whitson, Esq., 
Hon. Secretary, 
International Peace Campaign, 
Cardiff Peace Council, 
inga, 
Russell St., 





#PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


___ WRBR/ETB atte J 4420/1 . 


ihe Secretary, |. eee 
Department oi External Affairs. 
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(3 papers) of attention. 


~S* secretary, 
Prime Minister's Department. 
6/4/38 





INTERNATIONAL PEACE CAMPATGN. 


+ 


CARDIFF PEACE COUNCIL. 


_——-— —. _._ 


the Ht. Honovrable J.A. Lyons, M.P., 


Prime Minister of Australie. 


Dear Sir, 


held on the 29th March, 1938, 


At a meetine of the Cardiff Teace Council, 


- 
a 
9 
m 


you the followine resolution?! :- 


"That this “eace Council rees ds the agrression 


the spanish people by the Fascist Dictators as 


instructed to forward 


On 


the 


gravest menace to World Peace, and therefore we 


request the Prime Minister of Australia to vse 


vimost influence in havine the Arms Embargo lifted 


Lf * ) —— . a. ' a, > }. ~ > - at 
trom the Spanish wovernment, enabling them to defey 


their own, as well ss Worls democracy." 


Yours in the interest of sorld 
(SGD) D. « WHITSG 
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Hon. Mir J. Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
Parliament house 


CANBERRA. F.C.T. 


Dear Sir, 


| I desire to confirm my telecram of yesterd 
date which reads as follows:- 


"uembers of the A.C.T.U. Emercency Com} 

desire meet you relative to raising emi 

on arms tO opanish Government." 

am to add the Ymercency Committee of 
j would be pleased if an interview could be 2rranced 
; date. 
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=] AKT TOL NT TUE ra] ~ ores 
SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 
TT.1¢ ATTOMDAT TAN CDT ¢ Re 
JEST AUSTRALIAN SECTION. BOX N.1126, G.P.0., 
OG on: 
iti Tle 
"> 3th wearcny, 1s . 


Hon. J.A. Lyons, M.H.R., 


Prime Minister of Australia, 


CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


I have been asked by my Committee to brine befor 
your notice the followinz resolution which was enthusestically 
and unanimously passed by a large anc very representative audienc 
at a Public Meeting held at the Equity Hall, Murray Street, rerth. 


"This meeting of citizens of Western Australia, on 
tne occasion of the second departure for Spain of Sister Mary 
Lowson, of the Australian Nursing Unit, expresses its solidarity 
With the Spanish people in their fichi for freedom and pledee ~ 
material and moral support. 


ie also declare our abhorrence of the murderous 
Fascist intervention of Mussolini and Hitler and demand of the 
Australian and british Governments that the legal rights of the 
Spanish Government to pyrchase arms be immediately restored." 


fours faithfully, 





29th Merch, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledze receipt of 
your letter of 17th March forwarding a resolution 
of the Barrier Industrial Council regarding Non- 
Intervention in Spain, and to state that your re- 
presentations have been noted. 


I would draw your attention to the enclosed 
extract from the speech made by the British Prime 
Minister in the House of Commons on 24th March ,193&8, 
in which he deals with the Spanish situation. 


The Commonwealth Government is in agree- 
ment with this statement of policy. 


Yours faithfully, 


~~. 


el | 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Barrier Industrial Council, 
Box 1, Trades Hall, 
BROKEN HILL, WN.S.W. 





he, 


WB/Ag 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT 


Je420/1. 
The Secretary, 


Department of External Affairs. 
RESOLUTION IN REGRAD TO THE NON- SENT ION 
LICY OF THE FEDERAL GOVE 


Referred, by direction, for favour of attention 


uf 


NEO 


Secretary. 
25th March, 1938 





BARRIER INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL 





Box 1, Trades Hall, 
Broken Hill, 


17th March, 1938, 


The Hon. Jd» A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
Government House, 
Canberr a 

Dear Sir, 

At the last meeting of the above Council 
held 10th March, the following resolution was carried, and 
I was instructed to forward same to you for your very 


serious consideration. 


"That we demand of the Federal Government that their 
farcical policy of Non-Intervention be altered to 

& non hypocritical policy whereby the legitimate 
Democratic Republican Government of Spain may freely 
purchase the necessary food to maintain their people, 
and arms and ammunition to defend their rights 


obtained for themselves by their ow Government", 


Trusting for the sake of World 
Democracy and peace that you will give this matter your 


very urgent consideration. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd.) J.G. POLKINGHORNE. 
S €¢ Y yt) any. 
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‘+ PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


WB/VT J.4 90/ 1 ? 


The Secretary ‘ 
Department of ixternal Affairs. 


SPANISH CIVIL WAR 


m Referred in connection with my minute 
of 24th March, 1938. 


Secretary, =a 
28.53.38, 





28th March, 1938. 
J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acinowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 23rd Mareh, 1938, embodying the text of 
a resolution carried at the general meeting of your 
Committee in regard to the position in Spain, and to 
inform you that the representations made in connection 
with the matter have been noted. 

Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Hon,Secretary, 
Spanish Relief’ A eet 


iL Gee “ae 
HELBOURNE, Col. 





/ = PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
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The Secretary, — : 
Department of kxternal Affairs. 
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20rd nie reno, 1938. 


The Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 


Dear Sir, 


At the General Meeting of my Committee held 
yesterday, the following resolution was carried unanimously 


"The Spanish Relief Committee, Melbourne, joins 
with the world in horror at the bombing of the civil 
opulation of Barcelona, and urges the Federal Government 
0 send an official protest to Seneral Franco. 


_, Farther, it reguests the Australian Government 
to use its influence in seeing that the Spanish people are 
. ; +p, Aaft P 
given the opportunity to purchase arms to defendthemselves 
asainst the invading Fascist armies." 
Yours faithfully, 
(SGD.) ‘HELEN BAILLIE 


Honorary Secretary. 





ND,MA 


25th March, 1938 


Dear Sir. 


I am directed to acknowledre the 
receipt of your letter of the lst March, 1938, addressed 
to the Prime Minister, together with copy of the 
resolution passed by citizens of Kalgoorlie, Boulder and 
Coclgardie, regarding the conflict in Epain, and to 
inform you that the representations in this matter have 


been noted, 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Hon, Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
149 Piesse Street, 
BOULDER CITY, W.A, 





| PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTER, 
Se eee 


Referred by direction for favour of attention, 
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SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTIER 
BASTERN GOLDFISLDS. 
149 Piesse Street, 


BOULDER CITY. WeA. 1/3/38. 





The Prime Minister, 
Mer. J. Lyons, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 

Enclosed please find a copy of the resolution 
unanimously passed by meetings of citizens of Kalgoorlie, Boulder 
ana Coolgardie. The meetings were held in Kalgoorlie on the 
20th. of February, in Coolgardie on the 21st, and in Boulder on 
the 23rd., under the auspices of the Spanish Relief Committee. 

I regret to state that owing to confusion the 
matter was not comveyed to you immediately. 

Yours truly. 
SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE 
J.'. Coleman 


Hon. Secretary. 
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Copy of resolution passed at public meetings of citizens of Kalgoorlie, 

Coolgardie and Boulder, onthe 20th.2ist. and 23rd of Sebruary, 1938. 
"This mecting strongly condemns the action of certain vowers 
in fomenting by armed force the domestic troubles of Spain 
and the shamelessly insincere diplomacy by which that action 
has been prolonged. 
"Regrets the failure of the British an? Commomwealth Govern- 
ments to secure the cessation of all such foreign military 
intervention, the withdrawal of 411 foreign forces at present 
in Spain, and the cessation of the illegal importation 
of munitions, so that an opportunity may be created for the 
negotiation of peace. 
"Considers that these efforts have manifestly failed, since, 
after interminable delays and evasions, the war still bears 
the character of an internatiomal conflict; and considers 
therefore that the Spanish Government should have restored 
to it Povhrith those facilities for obtaining military 
Supplies to which it is entitled under normal working of 
international law. 
"It is further resolved that Mr. Lyons be informed of its 
decision: and that he be asked to bring pressue to bear on 
his own amd the British Governments to bring about the 
fulfilment of our resolution. 
"Also that Mr. A.4. Green be furnished with 2 copy of 
the resolution with the request that he uses all his 


power to attain the ends outlined in the resolution. 





7th February, 1938, 


Dear Sir, 


Lt am directed to acknowledre receipt 
of your letter of dhth January, addressed to the Prime 
Minister, in regard to the conflict in Spain and to 
inform you that your representations in this matter 
have been noted, 


Yours faithry2) Vp 


lor Secretary, 


d.F. Chapple EBde, 
Secretary 
Australian Red iways Union, 
Unity 


? 
636 Bourke Strect, 
MELBOURNE. C.4, 





Me MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
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J-420/1. 


The seoreeaty : 
Department of External Affairs. 


1 Referred, by direction, for favour of 
attention. 
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GEN \L SECRETARY— 
CHAPPLE, 
Unity Hall, 
= CIA Boarke Street, 
- ~Welboarne, Cl, Victoria 


Phén’ Cent. 2532 
ws 















AUSTRALIAN RAILWAYS UNION 





In your reply please Unity Hall,| 
rei aetereece a 636 Bourke Street. 


MELBOURNE, C.1, 


>»? * 


ND,MsS 


7th Pebruary, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


f am directed to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of 21st Jamuary, addressed to the Prime 
Minister, on the subject of our relations with Japan, 
and to inform you that your representations have been noted, 





Yours faithfully, 


for Secretary, 


Re Surplus Nec., 
Acting Secretary, 
Australian Builders’ labourers’ Federation, 
queeneland Branch, 
Tpades Hall, 


BRISBANE, Que ensland, 


ea 


& 


PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


WB/BJ B K.420/1. 


The Secretary, ‘ 
Department of External Affairs. 


DANGER OF WAR IN THE PACIFIC. 





Referred, ty direction, for favour of attention. 
ral gers also been forwarded to the Department of Trade 
ana Customs. 


JB he 


cc *.. Secretary, 
Pryine Minister's Departmen 
28/1/38. 


a 


Br a OReON: AUSTRALIAN BUILDERS’ 
PHONE B7P2 LABOURERS’ FEDERATI ON 


QUEENSLAND BRANCH 
wm. HEAD OFFICE 
ROOM 24 TRADES HALL 


BRISBANE... 2ist,Januarye 193 8. 
teed? 
V3 The Right iy 
if ay Honorable JeA-lyons,Esqe, M.H.R., K220/1.. 3 4, 
Prime Minister, a 
: Canberra. Bi, ote 
FEDERAL CAPITAL. Pai 


Dear Sir, 


At a General Meeting of the above Union, 
held on the 18th inst, the danger of War in the Pacific 
was discussed at some length and the following resolution 
was then carried. 


"That this Union demands of the Federal Government 
that it make a more serious effort to stop the 
menace of Japanese aggression towards Australia 
by immedi&tely aiding the Chinese people in their 
fight for national liberation. We demand that the 
Government cancel the Yampi Sound Agreement which 
provides for sending iron Ore to Japan, and stop 
the export of scrap iron and other materials, 
which can be used for warfare, also cancel the 
pearling rights and exclude from Australian 
Waters the Japanese Pearling and Whaling fleets. 
The Government to immediately influence the 
British Government to take a firmer stand against 
Japan and seek the aid of the United States of 
America and other democratic powers for effective 
trade boycott against Japan. This will compel 
the Japanese Government to cease.,its aggression in 
China and restore Peace in Pacific Waters and save 
Australia from the menace of attack by Japan." 


Trusting this matter will receive the 
favourable consideration of your Government. 


Yours Sincerely | <I> 


ACTING SECRETARY. 


National Archives of Australia etek NAA: 2 





ND/MH 


7th December 1937 


Dear Madax, 
I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter 


of 27th November, giving details of a resolution passed by the 





Coledale Women's Guild, im regard to the situation in Spain, an 
to inform you that your representations in this matter have beer 


noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Hon. Secretary, 
Coledale Women's Guild, 

Garlic Street, 
Coledale, W.S.W. 


ND/MH 


7th December 1937 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 


the 26th November, addressed to the Prime Minister, with details 
of a resolution passed by the Powlett River Branch of the 
Austre@lasian Coal and Shale Employees’ Federation in regard to 
the situation in Spain, and to inform you that your re- 
presentations in this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Idris Williams, Esq., 
President of Powlett River Branch, 
Australasian Coal and Shale Employees' Federation, 
Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi, 
Victoria. 





a MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


"* i —_— 
ct Z 7." 
Tam /R 


J. Le 0 / 4 


. a 
The Secretary, Gs 
Department of External Afra 








Referred, by direction. (2 papers) 
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AUSTRALASIAN COAL AND SHALE EMPLOYEES' FEDERATION 


{Workers' Industrial Union of Australia, Mining Oepartment) 
: Powlet! River Branch 
‘PHONE ? Entered GRAHAM STREET. 


WONTHAGGI, 
VICTORIA, 


& 26th Nevember 1937. 
hes, 


don, J. yous, 
Fins Liinis?., Ria) = 
UsIsrTeel th Goyertauent 
Sal SERRA 


Dear Sir, 


At a meeting held en the 17th instant, I was directed _ 
te ferward te yeu the feollewing Reselutien ;. 


nt grent the legal Spanish Gevyermment the right 
te chase arms, in erder that the Spanish workers fighting 
f ox Danscracy, will be better armed apaiaist the powerfully 
Cquipped aggressive ferces, and also as a means ef preventing 
Mere inhuman slaughter ef defenceless nen-combatants, 


"That this Organisation request that the Commen- 


I trust that the Reselution will receive the immediate 


attentien ef your Gevermuent, and that eur request will be 
acceded te, 


I Remain, 
Yeurs faithfu} ly, 


Sesielind 








AUSTRALASIAN COAL AND SHALE EMPLOYeRS' FEDERATION, 


(Workers" Industrial Union of Australia, 
Mining Department) 


Powlett River Branch 


Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi 
Victoria. 


26th November, 1937, 


Hon. J. A, Lyons, 
Prime Minister 
Commonwealth Government, 
CANBERRA, 
Dear Sir, 
At a meeting held on the 17th instant, I was 
directed to forward to you the following Resolution ;:- 
“That this Organisation request that the 
Commonwealth Government grant the legal Spanish 
Government the richt to purchase arms, in order 
that the Spanish workers, fiphting for Democracy, 
will be better armed against the powerfully 
equipped ageressive forces, and also as a means 
of preventing more inhuman slaughter of defence- 
less non-combatants," 
I trust thet the Resolution will receive 
the immediate attention of your Government, and that 
our request will be acceded to. 
I remain, 
Yours faithfull,, 
(Sgd. Tobius Williams 
President 





AUSTRALASIAN COAL AND SHALE EMPLOYERS* FEDERATION, 


(Workers’ Industrial Union of Australia, 
Mining Department) 


Powlett River Branch 


Graham Street, 
Wonthaggi 
Vietoria. 
26th November, 1937. 


Hone de As LYONS, 
Prime Ainister 
Commonyealth Government, 
NBERRA. 
Dear Sir, 
At a meeting held on the 17th instant, I was 
Girected to forward to you the following Resolution 3- 
"That this Organisation request that the 
Gommonwealth Government grant the legal Spanish 
Government the richt to purchase arms, in order 
that the Spanish workers, fiphting for Democracy, 
will be better armed against the powerfully 
equipped agrressive forces, and also as a means 
of preventing more inhuman slaughter of defence=- 
less non-combatants." 
i trust that the Resolution will receive 
the immediate attention of your Government, and that 
our request will be acceded tos 
I remain, 
Yours faithfull, 
(Sgd. Tobius Williams 
President 





Garlic Street, 
Coledale 


27th November, 1937, 


To the Secretary (Premier). 


The Coledale Women's Guild, after hearing 
the report of conditions in Spain, by Sister Lawson, 
pledges its uimost support to the people of Spain, and 
the work of the SpanishRelief Committee. We condemm the 
intervention carried out by the Governments of Italy and 
Germany, and the bombardment and destruction of open Towns, 
and we call upon the Federal Government to immediately 
move through the League of Nations, for the lifting of 
the Arms embargo, against the legal Government of Spain, 
and demand that Italy and Germany be named the aggressors 


under the League Covenant. 


(Sgd.) Ee Jones. Hon.Sec. 


Coledale Women's Guild. 





Garlic Street, 
Coledale 


27th November, 1937. 


To the Seeretary (Premier), 


The Coledale Women’s Guild, after hearing 
the report of conditions in Spain, by Sister Lawson, 
pledges its uimost sup»ort to the people of Spain, and 
the work of the SpanishRelief Committee. We econdem the 
intervention carried out by the Governments of Italy and 
Germany, and the bombardment and destruction of open Towns, 
and we call upon the Federal Government to immediately 
move through the League of Nations, for the lifting of 
the Arms embargo, against the legal Government of Spain, 
and demand that Italy and Germany be named the aggressors 
under the League Covenante 


(Sga.) Ee Jones, Hon.sSec. 
Goledale Women's Guild. 





JKW/MY 


18th November, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I am Girected to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of léth November, 1:37, addressed to the Prime 
Minister in regard to the situation in Spain. I am to 
state that this matter was considered at the meeting of 
the Assembly of the League of Nations in september, and 
the following resolution was passed :- 


"The Assembly: 


(1) Associates itself with the Council in 
recalling that it is the duty of every State to respect 
the territorial integrity and political independence 
of other States - a duty which, for Members of the 
League of Nations, has been recognised by the Covenant; 


(2) Affirms that every State is under an oblig- 
ation to refrain from intervening in the internal 
affairs of another State; 


(3) Recalls the special undertakings entered 
into by the Buropean Governments, and the London Non- 
Intervention Committee which, in the intention of the 
countries to whose initiative it owes its origin, 
was set up for the purpose of restricting the Spanish 
conflict and thereby safeguarding peace in the rest 
of the world; 


(4) Regrets that, not merely has the London Non- 
Intervention Committee failed, despite the efforts 
of the majority of its Members, of which the Asseubly 
expresses its appreciation, to secure the withdrawal 
of non-Spanish combatants taking part in the struggle 
in Spain, but that it must today be recognised that 
there are veritable foreign army corps on Spanish soil, 
which represents foreign intervention in Spanish 
affairs; 


(5) Observes that the Council, in its resolution 
oF May 225th last, justly described this withdrawal as 
‘the most effective remedy for a situation the great 
gravity of which, from the standpoint of the general 
peace, it feels bound to emphasise, and the most 
certain means of ensuring the full application of the 
policy of non-intervention'; 


/(6) Sincerely 


The Secretcry, 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, 
Port Kembla Branch, 
& D'Arcy Road, 
PORT KEMBLA. N.S.W. 





a 


(6) Sincerely trusts that the diplomatic action 


recently ini 


tiated by certain Powers will be success- 


ful in securing the immediate and complete withdrawal 


of the non- 
struggle in 


spanish combatants taking part in the 


spain; 


(7) Appeals to the Jovernments, which must all be 


animated by 


the desire to see peace maintained in 


Lurope, to undertake a new and earnest eiitort in thie 


direction; 


And not 


obtained in 
which are pa 
will conside 


es that, if such a result cannot be 

the near future, the Nembers of the League 
rties to the non-intervention isreenment 

r ending the policy of non-intervention; 


(8) Requests the Council, in view of the 
provisions of Article 11 of the Covenant of the League , 


to follow at 


tentively the development of the 8itusetion 


in Spain and to seize any opportunity that may arise 


for seeking 
conflict." 


Si 
Non-Intervention 
plan for the with 


@ basis for a pacific solution of the 


nee this resolution was carried, the 
Committee has submitted to both sides a 
drawal of volunteers in the Spanish 


dispute. So far no reply has been received from either 


side. 


Yours faithfully, 


en Secretary. 









Ab vvrrrimun.. Branch, 


mcg 
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JKW.1IS 


26th October, 1937. 


Dear Tir, 


‘ith reference to your letter of e9th 
September, 1937, forwarding a communication 
received by you from Mr. G. Bags, ecretary, Trades 
fiall Council, Neweastle, in regard to the Gino. 
Japanese dispute, and to the Non-Intervention 
Agreement in “pain, I desire to inform you that the 
Commonwealth Government is not a berty to this 
Agreement. 


Ae far as the Sino-Japanese dispute is 
concerned, the Commonwealth Oovermment hae now 
seceptec en invitation to e Conference of the 
signatories of the Nine Power Treaty of Vashington. 
Thie Conferenee is to be held at Brussels at an early 
Gate with the object of seeking a pucific settlement 
of the dispute. Unger the circumstances, you will 
appreciate thet action by any one Governnent to pro- 
hibit the export of wer materials to one of the 
parties in the dispute would not only ve ill-advised, 
Sut also be prejudicial to the efforts now bveing 
mace to achieve a peaceful settlement, 


Yours faithfully, 


a Ae . 
“J: HUNTER 


fer Prime HWinieter. 
De Tatkins, “BGes BeF., 


Pederal Members’ Roone, 
fn) : S ¥ 





PRIME MINISTER. 


PS/PP 


a No. J. k20/1 
oN 
4 % 
The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


QUESTION OF EXPORT OF WAR MATERIALS, 

Referred, by direction, in connection with my 
minute of 15th September, 1937, and previous correspondence, 
Copies have also been forwarded to the Department of Trade 
and Customs. 


UB 


xs Secretary 
Prime Minister's Department 
15th October, 1947. 





COPY 
PP COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


e 





; * Tr onl. DD 
tines. Tit LOLISN, 


lst October, 1937. 


D. Watkins ‘ Es Qe > M. P. , 
Federal Members' Rooms, 
SYDNEY N.5.W. 


Dear Mr. Watkins, 

Iam in receipt of your representations in 
connection with a letter dated 13th September addressed 
to you by Mr. G. Bass, Secretary, Newcastle Trades Hall 
Council, Trades Hall, Newcastle, regarding the Spanish 
situation and also dealing with the question of the export 
of war materials to Japan, and to inform you that the 


sugrestions will receive consideration. 


I am, 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sed.) J. A. LYONS 





Copy 


THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH. 


RET) 


The Rt. Hon. de A. Lyons, M. P. ; 
Prime Minister, 
CANBERRA F.C.T. 


Dear Mr. Lyons, 

Mr. G. Bass, Secretary, Newcastle Trades Hall 
Council, Trades Hall, Newcastle, has requested me to 
present the attached letter to you, and I would appreciate 
it if the suggestions contained therein could receive 


favourable consideration. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd.) D. WATKINS 





s 


NEWCASTLE TRADES HALL COUNCIL. 


15th Septenber, 1937. 


All replies to 
G. Bass, Secretary. 


Mr. ds A. Lyons . MePe 9 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
Parliament House, 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Newcastle Trades Hall 
Council to call upon the Fedéral Government to withdraw 
its support of the Non-Interconvention Scheme, which is ham- 
pering the lawful Spanish Government in its efforts to 
suppress the Fascist Pirates. 


I am also directed to call upon the Federal 
Government toprohibit the export of War Materials to Japan 
and any other materials calculated to assist the Japanese 
in their present unprovoked and unwarranted attacks on the 
Chinese people. f 

We submit that in both cases the Spanish and 
the Chinese people are being subjected to unprovoked, unwar- 
ranted and unlawful attacks by aggressors and that the 
Australian Government should immediately disassociate itself 
from these Powers in their unjustified and warlike actions. 


Trusting this matter receives your earliest 
attention, 


Yours truly, 
(Sed. ) G. Bass 


secretary 





WRH .MS 


iSth September, 1937. 


MEMORANDUM to - 


The Secretary : 
Prime Minister's Jepar tment. 





Distribution cf Pamphlet re Situation 


in Spain. 





With reference to your minute of the 13th 

September, 1937, forwarding correspondence reiating to the 
“s ¢istridution of Spanish propaganda in Australia, you are 

informed that the Consul for Spain has not raised this 
question with the Commonwealth Government, and as there is 
apparently no infringement of Commonwealth iaw, it does not 
Secom so Me that the Commonwealth Government is called on to 
sena & reply to the Consul. 


i would suggest the Premier of New South 
Wales be informed eccordingly, and that e communication 
to the Consul indicating thet he is advised Luhat there is 
no violation of “tate law in question, would form an 
&ppropriate reply to the Consul. 


Secretary. 





PRIME MINISTER. 





oe) AA ATR o 
+ pe hw 


wee + aed 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


Distribution of Pamphlet re situation in Spain 
ee Re . — * c . 


Referred, for favour of advice. 


/j 
a 


{ Secretary, 
; 13/9/37. 








~ 


Dear Sir: 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt of 


of Sth September, in which you advise me of a 
from theActing Consul for: Spain in regard to the 
of a pamphlet coneerning the situation in Spain. 


I shall communicate with you again on 


at an early date. 


ral reo 
~ 4 
> 


O27 
a i * 


vest received 


distribution 


this. matter 


Yours faithfully, 


(Spa.) J.-A. LYONS, 


Prime Minister. 


The Honourable 
the Premier of New South Wales. 
SYD -N EY. 





66529 sr asen 





~~» 
} 





NEW SOUTH WALES. 3 IT 4iyf, >) 
ee ee PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT, Se 
P.O. BOX No. 134, er ty 
SYDNEY. N.S.W. SYDNEY. iss a a af 
IN REPLY, PLEASE QUOTE NO, 
A.37/1871. 


Dear Sir, 

i am enclosing a copy oF a lettor from ths 
Acting Consul for Spain regarding tho distribution in Syiney 
of @ pamphlet (copy attached) concerning the siimation in 
Spain, The metter was investisated by the Police and a scopy 
of the report of Detective Serreant Swasbrick is also 
attached. 

in view of the nature of request by the Acting 
Consul the matter is forwarded for your information and for 


favour of avnoroprinte reviv, 


Yours faithfully, 


BS, STEVENS 


Premior. 


The Right Nonourabic 
The Prime Minister of tho 


Cormonwealth of Australia, 
CAT SIERRA F.C. T. 





Consulado General De Espania 


en Australia 


Inspector of Police, 


SYDNEY. 


Dear Sir, 


T have the honour to call your attention to 
a Fascist propaganda, which is circulated throughout 
New South Wales, and specially in this City. 

I understand that according to Official 
Statements made in Australia the said propaganda and 
distribution of the enclosed pamphlet is contrary to 
the Social and Civil Laws of this country. 

Under the above circumstances I request 
your corporation to find out the offender of the said 
publication in order to inflict on the author the 
measures prescribed by the Law. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 
I beg to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Soed.) RAMON MAS, 


Acting Consul for Spain 





1. Did the Government of Spain Represent the 
Majority of Spaniards? 


No. fhe Government of February. 1926, was 
voters. 
Votes against the Government 
Votes for the Government 


Mayonty against the Government 


Reference: Annual Report for 19%6 of 
Commonwealth of Australia. 


Millions of electors were intimidated by Red vi and refrained. from 
voting. 
2. How Did the Governmen? Fiave a Majority in the 
Cortes? 


(a) Because of what Zamora (President of Spain at the time) has called 
“an electoral system as absurd as it is unfair . . . Thus, in-a-certain constituency 
the Popular Front, with 30,000 votes less than the Opposition, was nevertheless 
about to win 10 seats out of 13.” 


(b) According to Zamora, the Popular Front actually won less than half 
the seats: But before the results could be declared, anarchist mobs destroyed 
ballot boxes in many districts and substituted false returns. 

(c) “Im many districts where the Opposition had been victorious all the 
mandates were ahnulled, and candidates who were friendly to the Popular Front, 
ALTHOUGH THEY HAD BEEN BEATEN, were proclaimed Deputies.’ 
—(Zamora, ) 

(d) Certain Opposition members were expelled from the Cortes... 

Reference: Zumora’s stutemerit was published in the ‘Journal de Geneve.” 17th Jan.. 
1987, and subsequently in the “Daily Telexrnph,”’ London. 


3. Did the Government Really Govern? 


(a) The Government submitted to the violence of the extremists. It failed 
in the first function of Governments, to protect all citizens against Outrage and 
violence. 

(b) Particulars of the violence during four months from February to June: 
Churches: destroyed 160 
Churches. damaged | 251 
Persons killed 269 
Persons wounded 1,287 
Buildings attacked and damaged 381 
Newspaper offices attacked or destroyed 43 
Bombs thrown 146 
General strikes ; 113 
Partial strikes z 225 


An appalling series-of planned arsons and murders was committed by bands 

-of terrorists. .When Calvo Sotclo protested in the Cortes, and read a list of these 

outrages, he was threatened publicly with death. That night he was dragged 

from his home by Government police and murdered. There were to be no more 
revelations or protests. The Government closed the Cortes (Parliament). 

‘References: Empire Parlinmentary) Associution Reports: on Foreign Affairs for 1936; 

The columns of the London “Times” during the first six. months of 1936 reeord 


the anarchy into which Spain wax heing thrast. The Report of the Commonwealth 
Department of External Affairs: 


Who Organised the Spanish Red Terror? 


* Among others, Bela Kun, who organised the Red Terror in Hungary in 1919, 
went’ to Barcelona in March, 1936, with Lovovski, Jansen, Riedel, Primakov, 
Berzino, and Neumann to organise the Communists for the Red Terror which 
caused the present Civil War. 

Reference: The ‘Aeroplane. published London, March J, 1937; 

- (ec) The Popular Front Government, with the rump of the Cortes, wrecked 
the Constitution by declaring itself INDISSOLUBLE. It was preparing a 
Dictatorship in Spain. 


(d) Innumerable specches by révoluticnary leaders proclaimed the Govern- 
ments mere stop-gap until the Dictatorship of Anarchism-S yndicalism-Communism 
should succeed it. : 

Reference: “Empire Parllumentars Assoriation reports on Foreign Affaire for 1936. 
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akdown of’ cist] 
sy ee the breakGown cis 
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{ eh : mt Sr Wotker,”’ emcal Brgush © ats Nyy 
order, Thus, the “Dutlh $s 1038 Opvervwhere throughout Pp: 7 F 
. " 5 _ —_ x — 
Internationale, boasted on April o, 4% “we that the. Government Cand 
Flag is making triumphant appearance jothing 
is of the least avail’ : hat uly 30, 193 
_ g that on July 30, 19365 
(f) “Incontrovernble proof is now shige ati aaah Baad 
iz ywer and declare a opal 
the Communists had planned to cneees the leadership of General Franco, « 
had not the Spanish Nationalists, unact antes 


sain from Communist dom 
July 18, declared the National Revolt to free Spain trou the <'Mornit 
: . “ 4 . alfour. writin 3 " 
loference: ©St Aldwyn tend OG; oF Ralfour 
London. Jxounry 12. 187 


4. Did the Reds Plan to Overthrow the Democratic 


. * 9 
Constitution? 

es | ‘ 
} : ‘cated above. Immediately alte: 

i ¢ f as we have indicated ab 

(a) They did overthrow it, as we ci ak eats 

<br i lection. the Executive Gommuttec of the Communist int ona 
geclared The iron’ now, sharply and boldly . thi 


- t 
declared: “The iron is hot and must 3 struck Ne rece eis arid ‘diteredited 
ar _ 4 Jesuit< must be -strippe a I a : } - | 
churches, monasteries, and Jesuits must Hpped 
in the eyes of the people.” The Asturias revoit oF 
Senor Azana was charged with being involved in ae 
had been an attempt to seize power, proclaimed in the © side 
(Sth November, 1934) as acstruggle ‘for Soviet Power under 
the Communists.” . 
k of a tr. a ner fommmunists returned 
(b) In the stcond week of April, 1937, a number of Sonn Busts te ; sd 
from Russia to Spain and were given an. official welcome in the 1: m all tn 
- 3 ON ati 3 abour (2a 
Madrid. In the first week of May, 1936, the Seer ea sabour fa 
Communist organisation) decided that the moment had come when an attempt 
should be made to estabbhsh sovicts 
Reference: Empire Parlinmentary Association 
“LHiustration,”” 


1934, in connection with which 
the sale of contraband arms, 
fommunist Internationale 
he leadership of 


Reports Premier Lerroux reported in 


5. Are the Communists Really Behind the United Front? 


Dimitroy declared at the VII. World Congress of the Communist Inter- 
nationale: “Only the Communist Party is at bottom the initiator, the organiser, 
and the driving force of the United Front." 


6. Is Largo Caballero a Democrat? 


Largo Caballero was drawing a handsome pay as’a Counsellor of State under 
the Military Dictatorship of Primo de Rivera. One of his prisoners was Dr, 
Gregorio Maranon, President of Madrid's Academy of Medicine, later one of 
the founders of the Republic, now a refugee from Spain. 

Reference; Dr, G. Maranon, reported by M. Louis Roubaud In “Petit Paristen.’’ 


7. Why Was the Church Attacked So Violently? 


Because the attack on religion has been proclaimed by every Communist 
leader of note a necessary phase of the revolution. Marxism has always recognised 
that the Christian doctrine of charity is utterly opposed to the doctrine of class-war 
and to the belief that hate is a social dynamic. The keynote to the Spanich 
tragedy Was struck by Bukharin in Pravda (Moscow, 30th March, 1934) - “Christian 
chanty, which is applicable to all. even one’s enemies, is the spreatest enemy) GF 
Communism.” = ; { 


8. Is Communism Opposed to Christianity? 


Marx: “Rebgion and Communism. are incompatible.” 
Lenin: “Our propaganda necessarily includes the pro 
Zinoviev: “We shall grapple with Lord God in due s 
Lunacharski: "We hate Christianity and Christians 
obstacle to the revolution. We must learn to hate and 
shall conquer the world.” a 
; In Spain, Mexico, Russia, the barbarians have practised 
We remind those sentimentalists who have been deluded ‘by 
United Front (the “Wooden Horse of Troy” 
Matement, “What kind of revolution is that y 


Pakanda of atheism.” 
cason.”’ 

ty Christian love isan 
1 35 Only then that we 


what they preach. 
cen de the tactic of the 
ax Dimitrov expressed it) of Lenin's 
Vithout shooting.” 


9. What of the Report of English Ecclesiastics? 


The Anglican Bishop of Gibraltar FRt. Rev. H. J;- Buxton) 
has said: “a trust that the report will not be regarded cares 
Anglican opimon. Anglicans who lived in Spain. 
repudiate it. 1 have scen the steady deterioration of Government in the |; 
years, and also the rise of a violent anti-God campaign, TY! witne< din. a 
1936, the burning of the historic church of Nic ibe Miche Gee care 
say MURDER of ce it 1 of 3 cba: by Communists, one of the 
louprevent: There wae uehon which the Government was unable.or unwilline 

Pp nt. ere was therefore ample provocation fo; the revole,”’ Rit 

Reference: “Advertiser.” March ¢ LST, Sa 


*, 


» 2 close observer, 
Wx representative of general 
all their lives almost unanimousls 


’ 





es: 


‘hy 
- « 
10. Was i 
tt ‘the Spanish Church Wealthy? 
t ho lands were surrendered to the State ; 5 

Na sti : : "wo the state in 1835, Tn return: priests 
Sb c eeinicon al about n40 & vear. The Primate of Spain had an donuat 

=* ,O0U-—exactly one-tenth that of the Anglican Primate of England. 


\ ict eee) + * the iy 

aN ig i 5 a " Church did command were devoted to. education and 

efity, WOTSMp and propadation of Cliren inciples. T ati 

he ae Hp. and propagation of Christian principles. The education deficien- 
long succession of govern- 


Sa Were not duc to the Church, but to the 

Which have neglected the . : 5 

Neh nave neglected their duty. The Popular Front Government closed 
‘re deprived of education, 


church schools, and in Midrid alone 50,000 children we 
Tl. Is the Popular Front Government Anti isti 
. nti-Christian 
and Does it Share the Vie f Fede 
Cited Aboyer ws of Those Marxis#s 


uf. Yes ee CSE, 1937, the Minister of Education cabled to the Anti-God 
CHET Ces at Moscow: Your Mruggic against religion 3< also our struggle. It is 
UF Cuty fo MaKe Spain aland of militant atheists?’ 


12. How Many Religious Have Been Murd 
Reds in Spain? cree By ime 
The exact figure may always remain unknown. 


Osservatore Ro i 
say ent igure. may _ Osserr mano, stmi- 
a mt organ of the Vatican, estimates the priests killed as 40-50% of them all 
he a ShiC Jeon i. ars Paper, quotes the figure ws 16,740 priests 
Murdered, in addition, thousands of nuns ind tens of th iti 

5 5's ousands of o 

have been slaughtered in cold blood i 


i3. Why Did Franco Revol}? 


; Bec aUSE : the ( if 1 tcs ¥ by the coup d'etat, had de cla re d 1tx¢ If indixsoluble, and 
eft no con: titution mecay,. ause Spain Was going down ir 1 Ww er o 

f c s ai Temeg Bec 5 * . « in ] 
anarc hy ° elt f red 


14. Was Franco's Revolt a Popular Revolt? 


ee He has 12 volunteers, from all classes, for cach regular soldier with him— 
250,000 volunteers, all he can arm, mostly peasants and workers. There is hardly 
any middle class in Spain. ' 


15. But Do Not Catholic Basques Support the Reds? 


The only Basques. who support th® Reds are those who declared that they 
were born Basques before they were baptised Christians. Great numbers of the 
Basques are with Franco. He had 33,000 volunteers at Pampeluna in three days. 


16. What are Conditions Under Franco's Regime? 


According to numerous witnesses (ee, Mr. Theo, Rogers, who recently 
addressed a meeting of British Members of Parliament at Westminster) order and 
security are characteristic of the Spain under Franco's control: rising wages and 
failing prices. 


17. What of the Foreign Legion and the Moors? 


That so-called Foreign Legion is 95% Spanish. Moorish troops were first 
brought into Republican Spain by the Socialist Government four years ago to 
quell a rising in Seville, 

Reference: Pro. Alison Peers. 


18. What of German and Italian Intervention? 


It followed French and Russian support for the Reds. French newspapers, 
of the Left and Right, have admitted that a constant stréam of troops and 
munitions crossed the border in the fitst days of the Civil War. 


If It Were Our Own Country ... 


“IT ask all reasonable men to consider what their attitude would be in their 
own country—let us say, England—if the Govertiment should ever come to submit 
to the orders of Anarchist and Communist committees, and if these imposed, and 
the’ Government accepted every form of abuse: violating the Constitution, 
infringing the laws and prostituting justice ; sanctioning crime, by preventing the 
police from opposing robbery, arson, and murder, and removing from their posts 
all who did not co-operate giadly in this work of national destruction ; organising 
the murder of political opponents by uniformed police, and wrecking the army.” 


Senor Francisco Cambo, former Minister of Finance and Publle Works, in on article 
in the “Daily Teleirraph,” London, December 28 and 20, 19N6, 


The Valencia Government is the Antithesis 
of Democracy. 


We pring this Statement, not in defence of Franco, but in the-ineerent of 
democracy, and of truth, which have both been abominably outraged. 





IS THIS A FASCIST- LEAFLET? 


It is not. 
heistic materialism its lial 


Everyone who is opposed to the victory of red at 
We are 


to be called a Fascist these days; that is the new Communistic tactic. 
not Fascists. 


We Believe... 


In God. 

In Social Justice 

In the right of every man, and of every family, to full economic security 
In the reform of the existing order of socicty. 

In property for the propertyless. 


Men are not frec when they are dependent upon an absolutist State, 
Communist, Fascist or Nazist. 


Men are free only when they themselves command the means of lift 
Men under ‘capitalism are servile. Men under socialism are servile 
The worker is entitled to direct, personal ownership of the means of life 


Collective ownership is not ownership by the workers; it is serfdom undes 
bureaucracy. 


We want every worker to own part of the capital In his industry, to have 
a voice in the management of his industry, and to feel himself a usefnl factor in 
his industry. | 

Chnistian charity, not class-hate, is the solvent of the social problem: nothing 


good can come from the Communist cultivation of hate. To-day Russian Marxists 
rend one another as they would rend us. 


It is not Christianity which has failed: it is thoye who reject and ignore 
Christianity. 


Christ Reigns 
Viva Cristo Rey 


Long Live Christ The King! 


No, 1—Catholic Guild for Social Studies, Adelaide, South Australia. 


eet re —__ a 
E. J. McAlister & Co,, Printers, 24 Blyth Street, Adelaide. "Phone: C2151 











Copy. 


NEW SOUTH WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT. 





Criminal Investigation Branch, 


oydney, lOth Aucust. 1937, 


To 


The Superintendent of Police, 
Criminal Investigation Branch. 


SUBJECT : Communication from the Acting Cons 
regarding the circulation of alleg 
propaganda throughout New South Wa 


ul for Spain 
qd Fascist 


REFERENCE: Attached file No. S.45656/458. 





I beg to report that the imprint on the attached pamphiet 
shows that it was printed by E..J. McAlister 4 Wo., printers 
24 Blyth Street, Adelaide, for the Catholic Guila for Sociat 
Studies, of the same city. 


I have perused the contents of the pamphlet, which 
deals principally with the war that is in progress in Spain 
at the present time. there does not appear to be anything 
contained therein-that would call for action under the laws 
of this State. 


a 
appears to be no doubt that the object of the 
compiling it is to circulate propaganda agains 
Communist Party in this Commonwealth. 


As far as I can ascertain there is no Fascist Organisation 
in this State outside the German Nazis and Italian Fascists, 
and these organisations are confined to members of the nations 
concerned. 


(Signed) John A. Swasbrick, 





<u) 


Copy. 
NEW SOUTH WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT. 


Criminal Investigation Branch, 
Sydney, 10th August, 1937. 


To 


The Superintendent of Police, 
Criminal Investigation Branch. 


SUBJECT : Communication from the Acting Consul for Spain 
regarding the circulation of alleged Fascist 
propaganda throughout New South Wales. 


REFERENCE: Attached file No. S.45656/458. 


I beg to report that the imprint on the attached pamphlet 
shows that it was printed by E.J. McAlister & @o., printers 
24 Blyth Street, Adelaide, for the Catholic Guild for Social 
Studies, of the same city. 


I have perused the contents of the pamphlet, which 
deals principally with the war that is in progress in Spain 
at the present time. Phere does not appear to be anythine 
contained therein that would call for action under the laws 
of this State. 


The contents, which are definitely pro-Franco, are 
principally quotations from various overseas papers and 
utterances of leading officials of the Soviet Union of Russia. 
The pamphlet is definitely anti-communistic and there 
appears to be no doubt that the object of the persons 
compiling it is to circulate propaganda against the 


_., Communist Party in this Commonwealth. 


As far as I can ascertain there is no Fascist Organisation 
in this State outside the German Nazis and Ijalian Fascists, 
and these organisations are confined to members of the nations 
concerned. 


(Signed) John A. Swasbrick, 


Detective Sergeant 3/c. 
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Sth September, 1937. 
Dear Sirs 


fd 


letter of 23rd September, i827 
tations mede to you by Er. 4.5 
the Mediterranean. 


in regard to the represen- 


¥ desire te acknow 
, 
S. Giles on the situation in 


ledge the receipt of your 
5 
o 


The position is that the British and Frenci 
Governsents invited the italian and other Governments to 
take part in the Conference which met at Nyon te discuss 
the patreiling of the ¥editerranean, but italy refused 
this invitation. The Conference allotted Italy the 
patrol of the Tyrrkenian und 4driatic Sees, but the Itnlian 
Government refused to co-operate in the patrol except on 
a basis of equality with Greet Sritain and France. 










The British and french Governments heve now sent 
a joint Note to the Italian Government seexing the co- 
operation of Italy in the application of the Myon arrangement, 
and proposing that naval experts of the three Powers should 
meet in Paris in the near future te explore the practical 
modifications which it might be possible to make in the Nyon 
arrangement. Should an agreement on this subject be reached 
by the British, French and Italien Governments, steps will be 
taken to obtain the concurrence of the other Powers which 
teok part in the Nyon Conference. 


You are assured that France end Great. Britain 
have sympathetically received and welcomed the italian offer . 
ef eollaboretion, and it is hoped that as a result of the 
Paris conference an arrangement will be arrived at 
satisfactory to ali parties. 


Yours faeithfuily; 


Tt lathe vu 


Secretary. 


The Honourable ©... Harrison; M.P.; 


Pederal Mesbders' Sooms; 
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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH. 


FEDERAL MEMBERS* ROOMS, 


SYDNEY. 


23rd September, 1937. 


Lieut-Col. We R, Hodgson, O.B.E *9 LL.B. 5 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA, F.C.T. 
Dear Sir, 

I am in receipt of the attached 
letter from a constituent of mine, and would be 
pleased if you would let me have a suitable reply. 


Thanking you, 


iARRISON.) 


PRIME MINISTER. _ 


‘ . . ; 
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The Hon 
The 


PRIME MINISTER. 


ay “Tt ix, 


I desire go refer to your letter - th 
eptember, 1957, Mo. A 37/1871, relative to e 
commumication received from the Acting Consul for 
Spain in regard to the diatribution in Sydney of a 
palishies concerning the situation in Spain, 

There Ino apparently been no infringement of 
COgnnomrealth lav, anc in the cireumetances it is curccstad 
that you communicate with the Conenl indicating that th 
detridbution of the panphict in question ‘ove not viclete 
ony lav of your State, 

Youre faithfully, 


). A. LYONS 


PRIME MINISCTR, 


HurEdsle, 
ponicr of Hew South Vales, 
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PRIME MINISTER. 





I am directed to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter with enclosure in regard to the attacks 
on Brutish and other shipping in the Mediterranean 
and to inform you that the views expre: 43 


ee als 2 7 
commcetion with the matter have been noted 


lie 
* 
. 
4.* ’ ‘ 
” 2 
: 
>t vr" 
~ uv i’ e 


Jel, Jones, Esq., 


99 Livingstone Road, 





Livin bo? ad, 
FORKVI . 
The Hon. J.-A. Lyons, 
PRIME MINISTER OF ; ae 
——_ — —— 
Sil, 
+ oo wi th PES + ' oid } LLM re i. a - eo ers 
tC rs it \ ae hase + Sie | 
the enclosed memorandum for yc consi Ne 
As it is sometimes the obvious thing that is 


- 


missea in ‘our Handling of affairs, great and gmail, 
because there h b) a 
Government has: acted along the 


co y=" 
te Be ~ 


I make in my memorandum, that I have the t rit LO place 
before you the scheme outlined and its | 


over any other that. one can’ think of in all the circumstances 
on mm ew Wei ae VLIW 6s 


T had at first thoucht of submittine th idea to 
the press but on further consideration it occurr to me 
that such action would be indiscreet for several reasons, 


I trust,therefore, that wil e tim 
consider the memorandum, to place it before other interested 
parties amongst the members of ; rovermmer Loam 
practicable, have it placed before the right sople. 
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Attacks on bri 
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( 1)’ These attacks E 
Submarines itted c 
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(1) Come out in the open an 
or nations and de ] 


Alternative (1) would mean 
avoid war. 





Britain to immediatel 
in the Mediterranean without 


Pact. 


) 


Britain to fit out an 
submarines intent on this cal 





Every time. a British st 


would by this simple and ins: 
the defensive. 
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(1) Italy may be carrying 
would be the best met 


(2) Britain holds both 
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commerce via the Medi 
Encland cc stil } 
by another route (th 
nothing to the sti I 
must come j U olin 
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Such an insidious campaign th ky ate 
Wu b ler t Gi rp 
protesting her desire to ¢« say Pay fth T ey 
. one -* = ~ > 
ee | —— an ~ =< fm a cat wie = @ ‘ : 
help) would soon test the mora] of ¢ Tt 


(6) Other nations would be forced to lenc hand in th 
is that woul aH a fine « : 


J 
to an end, especially if some of their vessels 


: Re te ay PRCT aig ne a oa ; 
werc damared in tne course of the Camvein . 


(7) There 18’ novapparent reason why "pirat shivs st 


(8) None, but Italian ships should b ttacked 1 
"Pirate Submarines No. 2". 
(9) The gradual paralysis of all commerce in the 


Mediterranean would be sométhing new, even in 
this new .technique of war where major war 

perations are carried on without a formal 
declaration of war, 
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BS ae 2, Writrexact GARpvENsS, 
> 
Lonoon, S.W.1. 


CommonweEAttH oF AusTRALia. 
DEPARTMENT OF ExTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


Ai? mail - 1.9.37. 
Due to arrive = 45s 9ete 


MEMORANDUM TO:- 


The Secretary, : 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


NEW ZEALAN 

With reference to Commonwealth of Australia telegram 
to the Dominions Office, No.67, the "Times" of ist September 
states that the Duchess of Atholl, M.P., yesterday received 
a reply to the message which she addressed to President 
Roosevelt and to Dominion Prime Ministers, asking them to 
support efforts to ensure the safety of non-combatants in 
Santander. Mr. M. J. Savage, Prime Minister of New Zealand, 
sent the following message by cables—- "New Zealand Government 
entirely sympathizes with views expressed in your telegram 
and have advised His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom that New Zealand Government will be glad to be 
associated with any representations they may find it 
practicable to make to ensure the safety of non-combatants 
in Santander". 




























WRH.MS 


Sth September, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed te acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of lst September, to the Minister for the 
Interior, the Hon. T. Peterson, which he has forwarded to 
the Hinister for =xternel Affairs, regarding the grant of 
belligerent rights to the Government of General Franco. 

I desire to inform you that no country has © 
as yet granted belligerent rights to the Government of 


General Pranco. 


Yours faithrully, 


secreterye 


E.Be Booth BeQe, 
Taminick 
via slenrowan, 


VICTOR TA < 





Senator 





MINISTER FOR THE INTERIOR. 


~_ 


- 5 “Bee a in Rea Ve as i | Rhee eee 
MY ae ar MINAS Lel Pe SD « Sxvel il at AL eA IG 
« 
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of belligerent rights to 
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which comes under your 


vv 


the Aight Honourable 


oir George Pearce, 
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Winister for External Arrairs. 
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


DECODE OF CABLEGRAM. 





\. 
State 2 Axio ‘. 
To Boprakery, ot iittala. DATE SENT 27th August, 1947. 
LONDON. 
Nos 67. 


Commonwealth Government has received 
representations from Yuchess of Atholl requesting 


appeal to General franco for safety of noncombatants 


at Santander, If His Majesty's Government in the 


United Aingdom is making representations this matter, 


desire that Comaonwealth Government be associated with 


then. 


Copies sent to - 
HE. the Gov.—Gen. 
U.K, High Commissioner 
Dept. of External Affairs, 
30/8/37. 


The Secretary, 
Department. of External Affairs. 


Referred, 


te pe 
30/8/37 





Draft Cable to the Dominions Office. 


Commonwealth Government has received 
representations from Duchess of Atholl requesting 
appeal to General Franco for safety of noncombatants 
at Santander. If H.M. Government in United Kingdom 
is making representations this matter, desire that 


Commonwealth Government be associated with them. 





FROM Katherine Atholl, 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. Beam P.O. 20, 


COPY 
7 REC@BDE OF CABLEGRAM. 
DATED <5th August, 4937, i, OR 


Chairman, RECEIVED 26th August, 1937. 
National Jgoint Committee 
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ad DUNKELD ERT} HSHIRE, 
- SCOrL, o e 
hee) (Addressed to the Prime Minister). 
l ae | 
Guta trs in view of evidence from British and other sources 
of massacres of Loyalist civilians in places occupied by 
ae Ae : Spanish insurgents my Committee venture beg you immediately 
Heh , appeal General Franco to give personal guarantee for safety 
+) .) ois! i! ‘ “3 
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-Oth Aus ust, 1937. 


Deer Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 15th August, 1937, addressed to the 
Prime Minister, in regerd to the situation in Spain, and 
to inform you that your representations in this matter have 


been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
The Honorary Secretery, 
Unemployed & Relief Workers Councils 
of N oD ow . > 
(Coledale Branch, 
Coledale Heights, 
COLEDALE. N so We 








JKW/MY 


6th August, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 2nd August, 1957, 
addressed to the Prime Minister, in regard to 
the situation in Spsin, and to inform you 
that your representations in this matter have 


been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Workers’ Industrial Union of Australia, 
\llawarra District, 
Kembla Heights, 


via WOLLONGONG. 




























WORKERS’ INDUSTRIAL UNION OF AUSTRALIA 


> MINING DEPARTMENT 


ILLAWARRA DISTRICT 
GREET Valle ee Kemble Heights 


Via Wollomgong 
From Lodge Secretary... Mauat..Kemble..... bh 8/ SP ae 193 
: 8 
The Homorable Mr J.Lyone | a 5 LUG 
Prime Minister of Australia 
Canberra, an 





F.C. 7. \ ( c 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed by general meeting of the above Lodge to 
convey to you the following resolutior:- 
“We,the members of Mount Kemble Miners Lodge, believing that the 
"struggle of the Spamish Govermment im defence of Democracy is a 
_strugele for the imdependemce of a11 Democratic Govermments, 
" call upom the Federal Govermment of Australia to use it's 
" influemce with the British Govermment to call a halt to the 
“ farce of mom-intervention and erent to the Spanish Coverament 
" their right to purchase arms from any source available. 
* Also we call upom you to support the application of League sanction 
-8 agaimst the aggressorm Fascist Nations using Spain to try out 


their armaments and if successful turs Spaim imto another Abysinnia" 


Thanking you is anticipation of your support. 
Yours Faithfully|| 


Secretary 





JKW PR 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 23rd July, addressed to the Prime 
Minister, in which you quote a resolution carried by the 
Mareeba and District Trades and Labour Council on 18th 
July regarding the situation in Spain, and to inform you 
that your representations have been noted. 


od . ao sos 17 


2OUTS LaIAVALULLY 5 


Secret ry . 


The Acting Honorary Secretary, 
Mareebe and District Trades 
and Labour Council, 
Box 64, 


MARERBA W.S.W. 








Mareeba & District Trades & Labour Council. 
Box 64, 
Mareeba, 
22/7/37, 


To/ 
The Hon. J.Lyons, 


Prime Minister, 3] 
Pele 


Canberra. 


Dear Sir, 
At the last meeting of the above Council, held on the 


18th inst. the following resolution was carried unanimously:- 

" That we call upon the Federal Government to bring 
pressure to bear upon the British Government to assist the Spanish 
Government in their fight against Fascism, for Democracy, Freedom 
and Decency." 

Trusting you will give this matter your earliest consider- 
ation and thanking you in anticipation, 

Yours faithfully, 


Lad ot ef. 


Acting Hon. Set, 
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LTB468 MELBOURNE 28 19TH 1346 
DLT LYONS AUSTRALIA HOUSE LONDON + 
THIS COMMITTEE MELBOURNE GITIZENS HORRIFIED AT 
RUTHLESS SLAUGHTER BASQUE REFUGEES URGE YOU TO 
REGISTER PROTEST ON SUBJECT 
BAILLIE SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE COMMONWEALTH 
BANK see 


a6, Offices of Ort 


LBT468 


Pretix Letters and Number of Meana 


OMfolal insteuctione—if any. 


NO ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM CAN BE ATTENDED TO WITHOUT PRODUCTION OF THIS COPY 
REPLIES SHOULD BE HANDED IN AT ONE OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 
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2ist July, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 19th July, addressed to the Prime 
Minister, in regard to the situation in Spain, and 
to inform you thet yourrepresentations in this 


matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


‘ 


1 Acting Secretary. 


F. Martin, Esq., 
Hone Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
48 Lachlan Street, 
THI 
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resolution, which was passed st a meeting of the Genere) 


Council of the Internatiunel Peace Campaign, | been 
ndorsed by your Committee in Sydney, ond desire to i; 
you thet your representations in this matter ha een 


oted. 


Mrs. HW. Quinisn, 
Honerary Secretery. 
Worid Peace Campsign, 
noom 110, 
b8t Floor, 5.5. & A. Bank Sldg., 
18-20 Mertin Place, 
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alse our war 


forces are better organized than those 
of peace, they have pointed and defin- 
ite objectives, a deep selfish interest 
motivates their activities. 


“The peace forces are not so well or- 
ganized; their objectives are to a large 
extent non-personal and altruistic, and 
it takes unusual altruism to match a 
little selfishness when it comes to mov- 
ing men to action. 


“Among the powerful organized agen- 
cies, we might list the following: 
First, manufacturers of munitions of 
war; Second, international bankers, 
who build up great fortunes by pit- 
ting oné country against another to 
produce a condition where the people 
will bleed themselves dry in a process 
of borrowing money from these banks; 
Third, domestic banks involved in 
manufactunng of munitions and in 
the control of materials that are utl- 
ized during the war; Fourth, the mil- 

“itarists of each nation, who permit 
themselves to be worked into a frenzy; 
and, Fifth, nations already at war that 
decide to bring other nations in to 
fight their battles. 


“This combination of interests and 
agencies of stimulation is irresistible if 
allowed the free hand until the crisis 
is On. 


“The selfish organized forces with 
their effective stimulating agencies 
can sweep over the deliberate thinking 
of our most enlightened communities 
and push reason into the background 
so far that men will want to fight 
their own brothers for some cause 
which has never been clearly thought 
through. 


“History over and over has taught us 
that war is not a question of the intel- 
ligence of a community or of the in- 
formation and settled convictions 
which the community voices concern- 
ing war, but rather a question of or- 
ganizing the selfish forces and the 
kind of instruments they are capable 
of wielding to stimulate an emotional 
response.” 
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THE WORLD PEAGE 
CAMPAIGN 


* 


aims at the complete organisation and co-ordination of the 
forces of PEACE throughout the world. The main object 
is, by providing national and international centres of co- 
ordination, to link up the various organisations into one 
powerful homogeneous campaign to develop an enlightened 
social conscience that will be an effective balance for 
emotional public opinion. 

Its first great efforts found expression in the FIRST 
WORLD PEACE CONGRESS, at Brussels last September, 
when 5,000 delegates from all over the world (including 
our own Australian representatives) met together in the 


first people’s peace congress of all time. 


Several sections of the World Peace Campaign have been 
at work for the past year in the various Australian States. 
It is hoped to unite these under one National Peace Council 
during the present year, following the projected All- 
Australian Peace Congress. 


The New South Wales Section of the World Peace 
Campaign includes in its ranks and on its Council, either 
direct representatives or outstanding members of the fol- 
lowing groups, among others: Teachers” Federation, League 
of Nations Union, Christian Socialists, Church Leaders and 
Organisations, Child Study Association, Cultural Defence 
Committee, Editors of Religious Journals, Feminist Bodies, 
Local Governing Bodies, Movement Against War and 
Fascism, Miners’ Federation, Sheet Metal Workers’ Union 
and other Trades Unions, National Council of Women, 
Peace Society, Housewives’ Progressive Association, Student 
Christian Movement, Trades and Labor Council, United 
Associations (Women), United Christian Peace Movement, 
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, the 
monthly journal, “World Peace,’’ Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union, Youth Organisations, Y.M.C.A., etc. 


The World Peace Campaign in New South Wales is non- 
party and non-sectarian. Its personnel includes people of 
every shade of opinion and belief, brought together with 
the one great aim—TO ORGANISE FOR PEACE! 


Any person may join up as an individual member. 
Educational, religious, social, as well as municipal, shire 
and other corporate public bodies, are invited to nominate 
official delegates to assist in the work. 
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28th May, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


i am directed to acknowledge receipt’ of 
your letter of 25th May, addressed ito the Acting Prime 
Minister, conveying the text of a resolution which was 
adopted at a recent meeting of the Council of the New 
South Wales Branch of the Australian Leazue of Nations 
Union urzing the Government to protest against the use 
of terrorism as a method of warfare in Spain, and 
Suggesting that steps should be taken to invite all other 
civilised governments to join in such protest, and that in 
addition the question should be raised as soon as possible 
at the Council of the League. 


i am to inform you that the resolution 
has been noted and will receive careful consideration. 


Yours faithfully, 


) Faw ak 


Acting Secretary. 


Raymond G. Watt Esq., 
National Secretary, 
Australian League of Nations Union, 
14, Castlereagh Street, 


SYDNEY. 





President: 


Sir Robert Garran, w-0.1.G., «0. 


Cabie Address: “AUSLONU,” Sydney 


Vive President : 


Judge A. Foster 





it CASTLEREAGH STREET 
. SYDNEY 
Fan. Treasurer ‘ 


Sir Francis Andersoo, =.8.K., 11..09. 


Nationat-Seeretary: AD t eh eae ea 
Mr. Raymond G. Wat: we? RES EO, 


Telephone: BW 6915 


Dear Sir, 


The Council of our New South Wales Branch’ at its 


last meeting discussed the situation in Spain, particularly the 
bombing of Guernica, and adonted the following résolution which 
Iwas directed to communicate to vou :- 


"That the Government be urged to protest azainst the 
: use of terrorism as a method of warfare by the 
indiscriminate bombing and burning of open towns 
and the slaughter by machine guns at the flesing 
inhabi tents. 


"Immediate steps should also be taken to invite all 
other civilised Governments to join in this protest 
snd in addition the question should be raised as 


soon 4S possible at the Council of the League." 





The Acting Prime Minister 
Commonweal th of Aus tralis, 


CANBERRA. ¥.C.T. 
=———— -——— — __. ——_—--- = 
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Dear Sit, 


I am directed to acknowledece the 


a C receipt 
of your letter of 22nd Ma: , 


- ay ; dressed to the Actin 
Prime Minister, in regard to the situetion in S Bin, 


and to inform you that your representations in this 
matter have been noted. 


fours faithfully, 


Acting secret: Py » 


HF G eNerdin so *9 
"Inverlochy", 
1S Waimea Road, 
ROSEVILLE. 
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of your letter of 22nd 


> | idres , tc wil CULE 
Prime Minister, in regard to the situetion in pein, 
and to inform you thet your representations in this 
metter nave been noted. 


Biss Helen Beillie, 
Honorary Secretary, 
spanish Relief Committee, 
103 Wettle Valley Road 
















































SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE 


Bor Secretary - Present - Ron. Treasurer - 
Miss HELEN BAILLIE Mrs. VANCE PALMER Mr. H. W. DAVIES 
103 Wattle Valley Road 7 Ridgeway Avenue 173 Victoria Street 
Camberwell, E:6 Kew, E. 4 West Melbourne 
Phone: W5106 Phone: Haw. 2050 Phone: F 1861 


May 22nd. 1937. 


The Acting Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 
Canberra. 


Dear Sir, ; 

3 At a Public meeting convened by the Spanish Releif Committee 
Melbourne, on May 15th, the following resolution was passed 
unaminously. 


Resolution. Kelvin Hall. May 15th. 


This meeting of Australian citizens declares that it is the 
right of every nation peacefully and constitionayly toehoose 
for itself its own form of government and their administraters 
of that Government. 

It declares that a Government and administraters so chosen 
are entitled to the suppokp of not only the national minority 
but also of all democrats everywhere,without regard to differences 
of policy. 

It recognises that the Spanish Government has come to power 
peacefully and constitutionallyand that the revolt of the 
Gefeated party is a violation of democratic principles. Itfurther 
recognises that, regardless of their minor differences, the 
spaniards have united to defend their Government and that, 
without foreign help the revolt cannot succeed. This meeting 
therefore declares that the democratic people of the world 
must unite in condemning the foreign assault upon Spanish 
self-government and urges the Australian Government to take 
allead in thefcondemnation. 


Yours fas thfully,. 


$i be. ahha” 


eee ae 


— 





JM/MY 


Dear Sir, 


i am directed to acknowledze the receipt 
of your letter of the 17th May, addressed to the Acting 
Prime Minister, in regard to the situation in Spain, = 
end to inform you that your representations in this 
matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


(SGD. T. MATHEW). 


Acting Secretary. 


The Clerk of Assembly, 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, 
Assembly Hall, 
156 Collins Street, 
MELBCURNE. C.J], 





Presbyterian Church of Victorta 


ASSEMBLY HALL, 156 COLLINS STREET 


Mel tou RIE, | OS 
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JM/MY 


elst May, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


i am Girected to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 19th May, addressed to the Acting 
Prime “inister, in regard to the situation in ~pain, 
ang to inform you that your representations in this 
matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


The National Secretary, 
Australian League of Nations Union, 
14 Castlereagh Street, 


~ SATE Vv J ty 
SYDNEY * NoeS.e. 
ne ee 
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~TRAILIAN | FAGIIE QE NatTine LINTON 
AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION 
@ 


Prendent 


Sit Robert Garran, «.6.s0.0,, «0. 


Cable Address: “AUSLONU,” Sydney 













Vite President > 


Judge A. Foster 





14 CASTLEREAGH STREET 
Hea epkoure's SYDNEY 


Sit Francis Andersoo, x.y, Onn. 


National Secretary: 


19th Max, 1937. 
Mr. Raymond G. Ware 


Telephone: BW 6918 


}-! 


have the honour to send hrewith a 


t last night at a4 
meeting of the Council of our Ney South Wales Branch. 


ef contributing tows 


> 


preblems confronting your Government, and 


that you and your collearues will very carefully consider 


the ideas set out. 





The Acting Prime Minister 
Commonwealth of sustrelia, 
CANBERRA. F.C.T 





f 


AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE. NATIONS _ UNTON 


Statement issued by Council of the New South Wales Branch 
on 18th May, 1937. 
In view of cabled reports regarding the proceedings of the 
Imperial Conference the Council of the New South Wales Branch 
of the League of Nations Union has decided to issue the follow- 
ing statement :- 
We welcome the statements made by Mr, Baldwin, Mr. 
Iyons, and others, indicating that delegates to the Imperial 
Conference are aware of the fact that any policy agreed upon 
must take into account not merely the immediate interests of 
the Empire but also the interests of countries outside the 
Empire. 
We believe that in the interests of world peace it is 
imperative 
(a) to halt the present ruinous arms race; 
(b) to reduce tariffs and other trade restrictions anc 


(c) to protect labour standards in progressive 
countries. 


Council considers that the political, economic, and indust- 
rial factors are now so inextricably related that any long 
range policy must take into account each of these three 
requirements. 

Council is of the opinion that no arrangement in respect 
of colonies can adequately satisfy the economic needs of Ger- 
meny, Japan, md Italy, but that these needs sre much more 
likely to be satisfied by improving trade between nations. Th 
therefore carnestly urge the Government of the Commonwealth 
to use its utmost infiuence to prevent any action which would 
tend to make of British countries an exclusive economic bloc. 

We consider that any improvement of intra-Empire trade which 
may have resrlted from the Ottava Treaties has unfortunately 
been offset to a grestcr or less degree by a diminution af 
General international trade, and that the Ottan 


Should therofore be studied most carefully from this point o 


Pots 





view before any attempt is made to renew them. In any case we 
consider that while it may possibly be advantageous to preserve 
the principle cf Imperial preferences the way should be left 
open for the gradual lessening of trade restrictions on the 
basis of reciprocity, particularly with cnuntries prepared to 
enter into a mutual agreement for the limitaticn and reductic 
of armaments. This should be done, hotvever, only on the basis 
of safeguards designed to maintain progressive standards in 


labour and industry. We therefore sugrest, as a method of pro- 


j~ 


credure, that discounts off tariffs should be given according 
to the extent to which countries confcrm with the main Conven-= 
ticns cf the International Labour Office. Council believes 
that this vould tend to impreve conditions in industry through- 


out the viorld and at the same time help te improve international 


trade and so reduce the risks of war. 





JM PR 


18th May, 1337. 


Dear Sir; 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 13th May, addressed to the Acting 
Prime Minister,in regard to the situation in Spain, 
and to inform you that your representations in this 
matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Acting Secretary. 


The Secretery, 
South Australian Protestant Federation, 
Martin Buildings, 
141 Rundle Street 


ADELAIDE, Dei. 








FOUNDED 1916 


South Australian Protestant Bederation 


(Jucorporated) 


TELEPHONE CENTRAL 3945 
HEAD OFFICE 
- . - ch - n 
hice eacaibe as Ppt ae No. 6 First Floor, Martin Buildings 
J-3—-G--EUXTON, JIP. \\ee 14I Rundle Street 


GENERAL SECRETARY Adelaide 
JW. GALE . 
Privates AGSSReEssS 
S6 Frest AVENUE 

ST. Peters 

TELEfHONE F 4537. 
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llth May, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 7th May, 1937, in reward to 
the situation in Spain, and to inform you that your 


representations in this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


(SGD. As MAT! VV). 


Acting Secretary. 


The National Secretary, 
Australian League of Nations Union, 
14 Cestlereagh Street, 


rT \> , ; 
SYDNE N. . * 





























AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION 
Oe AE Soin 


buce Presardent 


Cable Addresc: “AUSLONU," Sydney 


Judge A, Foster 





14 CASTLEREAGH STREET 


r SYDNEY 
Han, Treasurer 
Sir Francis Andcreon, Kon... Ler, 
Natiowal Secretars: ire , a oan 
Mr. Raymond G. Wart h i y . 


Telephone: BW 6918 


Dear Sir, 

i have been requested by our Victorian Branch 
to communicate to you the following resolution which was adopted 
unanimously at the Anmal General Meeting of the Branch held on 
Friday, SO0th April. 

"The Victorian Branch of the Leasue of Nations Union 
expresses its horror at the indiscriminate slaughter 
going on in Spain, and indicates its support of any 
action taken by the British Government to end it 
either through the Leasue of Nations or otherwise", 


I an, 


Yours eaneprely, 


/ Wolf 





The Acting Prime Minister, 
CANBERRA..,f.C.T. 
eed crcl a LES 





iith May, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the Sth Way, 1°37, in regard to 
the situation in Spain, and to inform you that your 


representations in this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Acting Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
The Writers’ Association, 
Box 1778K, G.P.0., 
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 













| New South Wales Section of 
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WRITERS FOR THE DEFENCE OF CULTURE 


* Fhe Writers’ Asseciatien 


(formerly The Writers’ League) 


Australes Delegate, Katherine Susannah Ss E CR ETARY: Overseas Membership inchudesr Bernard 
Prichard: State President, Bartlett Adam- G. W, R. Southern Shaw, Aldous Huxiey, EB. M, Forster, 
son; Vice - Presidents— Marjorie Barn ard, s HAG. Ww ells, Joho Strachey, ( Eivibaia) > 
Jean Devanny, Miles Franklin, Elisabeth Hon. Trrasorer : Mise Tui Hall Sinclair Lewis, Upton Sinclair ( U.8-4.); 
Lambert, Alex Bookluck, J.0.A. Bourke, Leon Feuchtwanger, Thomas Mann, 
Tom Fi Id, Alwyn Lee, Eric Lowe, i Heinrich Mann, Eri) Luchelg ( Germany): 
Cyril Pearl, Brian Penton, Dr. Lloyd Son Andre Gide, Romaip Rolland (Arane), 
L. K.Sampson; Publicity Officer, Winifi POSTAL ADDRESS Abexei ‘Toletol (U/S5.8.); Selma Lagerlof 
Hamilton (Senedra) 
@ i 1778 ye > 

UyJOX I / JOW®m 

Cc 

General Post Office at's 

Sydney 675/193 te 





a 
The Prime Minister 
Parliament House s pissTery | 
: Cénberra, F.C,T, ein 
‘He a re = WAY 10 195) 


ee Sir, | 
;. : ° 

cr At a General Meeting of The Writers' Association, held 
a I in The Blue Tea Room, Rowe Street, Sydney, on Sunday 2nd May, 
the following resolution was moved and carried unanimously: 


__-«.. +-"The Writers' Association views with horror the slau Cer. 553 
of the Basque civilian population by the Fascist and Nazi forces 
of General Franco, characterised by His Grace the Archbishop of 
York as 'this last abomination', and urges the Federal Govern- 
ment to use its influence through the Leacue of Nations to brin 
about decisive action for the removal of the forces of intervention 
from Spain," Baa a 3 


Yours faithfully, 


i 2 Sa Secretary, 


a 


. 
' 
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AUSTRALIAN MOVEMENT AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM, 


(Section of the World Movement Against 
War and Pascism) 


All communications to 


L.P. Fox, B.Ses, 
State Secretary, 
Law Court Chambers, 
(Room 4, Sra Floor), 
191 Queen St., 
Melbourne, 


April 26th, 1937 


The Acting Prime Minister, 
CANBERRA, F.C.T. 


Dear Sir, 


At a meeting held at Unity Hall, Melbourne, 
on Thursday evening last, April 22nd, the following 
resolution was unanimously carried :- 

"This meeting calls on the Federal Government to 
demand of the British Government that it gives 
protection to British ships bound for Bilbao, cease its 
policy of surrender to Fascist threats, and take a 
firm stand sgainst the aggression of the Fascist 
Powers, whose plans of world conquest constitute a vital 
menace to the Australian people. " 

Yours faithfully, 
(SGD) L.P. FOX, 


ST .TE SECRETARY. 
eee 





29th 


Dear Sir, 


T am directed to ac 
of your letter of 26th ril, 
of a resolution carried at rae 


ation in regard to the 


British ships bound for Bilbao. 


The terms of the r 


The State Secretary, 
Australian Movement Against 
Yar am Fascism, 
Law Court Chambers, 
(Room 4, Sra Floor), 
191 Queen Street, 


MS UBOURIE, Vic, 


vection of 


G,.420 4. 


ovledge the receipt 

7, embodying the text 

ti your Orrvanise- 
retection to 

olution been noted, 

ours faithfully, 


cting Secretary. 





Dear Sir, 







15th April, 1937. 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt of 





your letter of 7th April, 1937, in regard to the 





situation in Spain, and to inform you that your 





representations in this matter have been noted. 


The Honorary Secretary, 


Spanish Relief Committee, 
120 Macauley Street, 


LITHGOW, N.S.¥. 










Yours faithfully, 


Acting Secretary. 
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ti ril, LY Wi 
Descr Sir, 
I desire to nowle eceipt of your 
letter of Sth April, 1957 in reg a muntion i 
Spain, and to inform you thet your representetions { 


this matter have been noted. 


The Honorary Secretary, 
Ganish Relief Committee, 
Box 8, Post Office, 
King Street, 


[= u a 
SPANISH RELIEF COomMurTEE 
| g 1 AID THE VICTIMS OF FASCISM IN spain 

a, . poe 8, POST or r(ée APR 12 i: “Sy 
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retary Seles We enclose herwith for your consideration a / 4 
ation Uabor Defence. copy of a resolution passed by the Executive of our Committees 
Neer recently. 





























i “Christian 'S ‘ "The Spanish Relief Committee in Sydney registers ite 
The Rev. ’ emphatic protest against the ruthless Slaughter of civilian 
ick EO raed people duting the indiscrimate banbing of Durango, Northern 

Spain, by rebel planes on March 3lst. 

| “We note that the policy pursued by the rebels at 

Madrid is being followed also in this area, where 9 bomb was 
dropped on @ convent killing 13 nuns, wounding 20 and killing 

@ priest who was celebrating mass. Among the hundreds Killed 
k during thia outrage were 25 women who were blow to pieces. ‘ ¥* 
ER cy, When a bomb was dropped on a church, . 


» 
? 


é 

¥ > 

A) | ee 
ol 


ae vii ks "We direct this protest particularly to the Italian AY 


and German governments whom we hold responsible for supplying ad 
the Spanish rebels with trained pilots »‘ Planes and amunition 405.7: 


: carry out these atrocities against the Spanish people, — Na 4 
” * / + .. ad : ’ ) 1 
= Bee RU Gs ; | ; ar ee 
oe koe et oe Ot committees urges all lovers of peace and freedon 4 
_ to raise their voices against these barbaric crimes, and we 
_ call upon the Federal Government to move for the lifting of the 


-—=“‘éiéaMSS Embargo against the legal government of Spain in order to ; 
"Union, = allow it the right to purchase the necessary arms to restore 
or order in its country. i ae ag 
_ . “We further call upon all supporters to send more sid 
_ to the Spanish people by raising money to purchase food end 
medical equipment for our Austrelian nursing unit in Spain.” 
“as Yours faithfully, . 


eh 
SPANISH RELIEF COMMITTEE. 


NAA: AOS 3 aia 


i-fom@ 


ied 


3rd March, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
ef your letter of 17th February, 1937, and to 
inform you that your representations in this matter 
have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Coa Gea 


Secretary. 


A,O'Neill € Eeq.e s 
Secretary, 
S.A. District Committee, 
Communist Party of Australia, 
District Office, 


ADELATI D&E, S.A. 

















\\p, COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA 
| r | ... NO—5-DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
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, : EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


COLONEL HODGSON: 


I enclose herewith letter whi 
has been received from lir.Thomas 
Alexandra Headland, Q@'land, in which he 
that a pebiscite be taken of the Spanish 
tarily a member af the British Commonwea 
Nations, together with a copy of the Minister's 
TEDL» for a®tention in the Department. 
®PLES oF this reply heve sone also to the 


= i 


- If nd oe fe + F445 4+ _  ) a + 
Prime Minister and the Minister for Defence, 


Private Sec 


Melbourne, 
18th January,1937. 
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Commonwealth ffices, 
MELBCUURIER. 
1i€th January, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


i have your very thoughtful letter of 16th January, 
whieh i have read with great interest. <Any practical solution 
ef the present serious condition of affairs in Europe demands the 
most close consideration. 


Britain and France have alveady proposed to the 
beiligerents in Spain anarnistice and mediation, but so far that 
offer has mot been acceptec by the contending forces, and I am 
quite sure that efforts in this direction are being continued, 


I em very doubtful, however, whether your proposal 
for the incorporation of the Spanish nation into the British Com~ 
monwealth of Nations would be acceptable to the Spanish people 
themselves, and I feel certain that it would mest with strong 
oojection from Germany and Italy and possibly, aiso, from France. 


You will have noted that Britain and Franee are 
both seriously cencerned about the possibility of the establishment 
ef German <a Italian spheres of influence in what is now Spanish 
territery, and for ug to propose that British spheres of influence 
should be established there would, I feel sure, excite active 
opposition from both those countries. Moreover, the proposal 
might have the @(fect of throwing doubts upon the disinterested 
nature of Britain's efforts to secure peace in Spain. 


Severtheless, I appreciate the spirit that has 
prompted your surzestion. 


Yours faithfully, 


Thomas O'Connor, Egq., 
ALEXANDRA MEADLA"D, 


e 


Ctvale 
- ‘= 





AS.MS 


18th January, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 10th January , 
1937, in regard to the situation in Spain, and to inform 
you that the views expressed by you in this matter have 


been noted. 


i am to state that the Steps which you 
propose should be taken with a view to the admission of 
Spain to the British Commonwealth of Nations do not appear 
to be very practicable. It is especially doubtful whether 
under existing cirmmstances the carrying out of an ordered 
plebiscite in Spain comes within the sphere of practical 
politics. The consistent policy of the Commonwealth 
Government, as of the Government of the United Kingdom, in 
a dispute such as this, is one of strict neutrality and 
non-interference in the domestic affairs of another country. 


“t the same time,as you are no doubt aware, 





an offer of mediation to end the war, a proposal which does 
hot as yet appear to have met with any very practical response, 


Yours faithfully, 


Ge 


Secretary. 


Thomas O'Connor Esq. 
Alexandra Headland, 


JUEBENSLAND. 
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7+} 7 on aun 
f /anuary, \f« 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 14th wecember, 1936, forwerding copy 
of @ resolution cerried at a meetine at Avr in rererd 
to the situation in pain. The views expressed by 


you in this mstter heve teen noted. 


*s Taithfully, 


A.Villeneuva Neq., 
Honorary Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
queen Street, 
AYR. WORTH Q*LAND. 
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To The Honourable Prime Minister, 
Mr. J. A. Lyons, 
Parliament douse, 


Canberrn. 


Sir, 
\t a represenative meeting of Ayr 
Citizens held in the Caladoniean Hall Ayr on Sunday ISth December ‘the 
following resolution was passed unanimiously. 
Resolution _ 
We, the citzens of Ayr assembled at this meeting, pledge ourselves to 
do all’ in our power to assist the Spanish people to achieve victory , 
and, further , demand that the Commonwealth Government withdraw its 
non intervention policy, by placing every facility at the disposal of 
the democratically elected Spanish Government to obtain supplies for 
the conduct of a successful campaign; and that similiar action be ta- 


ken, to bring pressure to bear on the Imperial Government. 


Yours Faithfully, 
Hon, Secretery. te YL, : 


Avr Spanish Relief Committee. 





2lst December, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Primo 
Minister to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 14th December, 1936, in regard to 
the situation in Spain, and to inform you that 
the views expressed by you in this matter have 


bem noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


—_ 


y 


Secretary. 
The Secretary, 
Movement Against War and Pascism, 
Rockhampton Branch, 


195 Denison Street, 
ROCKHAMPTON, Q "BAND. 





2lst December, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prine 
Minister to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 14th December, 1936, in regard to 
the situation in Spain, and to inform you that 
the views expressed by you in this matter have 
bem noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Movement: Against War and Fascism, 
Rockhampton Branch, 
195 Denison Street, 
R 


SOCERANETON,  Q*DAND. 
























MOV BENT AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM. 
HOCKRAMPTON bRANCH. 


BR fever ES PRM Mls cates remiatrctnlgr ty nie gg ee ee 
aft > ff 
ay I95 Denison Street, 
( t Rockhampton, 
\ Dec. I4th'36 
Hon.J.A.Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
Canberra. 


sir, 
A meeting to celebrate Spenish solidarity week, 
was held by ay organisation on the ivth inst. 
The weeting was attended by 
aprex.300 citizens of this town who unaémimously condemned the actions of 
your Government ,which hy its actions in preventing support for the Spanish 
Government,has meterialy assisted the Fascists Pehels in Spein, 
. ‘he meeting 
Gemanded that veur Govt, discontinue its policy in this respect,end that 
assistance be given to a Democratically elected Govt.,in its fight for freed 


Yours Raithfully, 





Secretary. 


17th December, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 1lth December, 
1936, in regard to the situation in Spain, and to 


inform you that the views expressed by you in this 


matter have been noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Mr. EM. Sinclair. 
Secretary, 
AeL.P. Closer Unity Committee, 
c/- Trades Hall, 


NEWCASTLE, W.S.W. 





17th December, 1936. 


Dear Madam, 


i am directed by the Prime Minister to ack- 
nowledce the receipt of your letter of 13th December, 1936, 
forwarding copy of a resolution passed by a coneral 
meeting of your Movement in regard to the question of 
mediation in Spain. The attitude of the United Kingdom 
Government on this question was outlined by Mr. Anthony 
Eden, the Secretary of State for Forsign Affairs, on 
December 10th. He told the House of Commons that the 
Government had for some time been civing its carnest 
consideration to the question of the provision of further 
relief for the Spanish civil population. The question 
of such mediatory action had been diseussed with the 
Fronch Government, which shared the British Government's 
views in this matter, and the co-operation of the German, 
Italian, fortuguese and Soviet Governments has been 
sought through their diplomatic representatives. 


it is felt that the policy outlined in this 
statement covers the points of your resolution. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Miss Eva i. Findlay, 
Honorary Secretary, 
Christian Socialist Movement, 
Christ Church Clercy House, 
503 Pitt Street, 
3 W See 





18th December, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


i am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 15th vecember, 
1936, in regard to the situstion in Spain, and to draw 
your attention to ea resolution edopted unanimously by the 
Council of the Leegue of “ations on 12th December. The 
resolution recommended thet the Members of the eague who 
were represented on the London Non-Intervention committee 
should spare no effort to render the fon-Intervention 
Agreement as stringent as possible, and to ensure its 
effective supervision. 


The Government cannot but view this resolution 
2s a further endorsement of the policy of strict neutrality 
which it has publicly announced, and which it hes 
consistently followed. 


r 


feithfully, 


+ fr pha. 


Yours 


The Secretary, 
fictorien Council, 
Movement Against Var and fascism, 
Law Court Chambers, 
191 “ueen Street, 
EELBOUENT. vic. 




































TRADE UNION AND AeLeP. CLOSER UNITY COMMITTER. 


\ ‘ —w 36 bt 
; 
C/= Trades Hall, 
4 | Neweastle,. N.S.W. 


Lith Deeember, 1936, 


Mre Je Ao Lyons, MeH.R. 
Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 
GANBERRA. 





Dear Sir, 


On Sunday last, 6th December, an Australian 
Labor Party and Trade Union Umity Conference was held in 
the Neweastle Trades Halle This Unity Gonferenee was 
representative of delegates from Affiliated Unions with 
the A.L.P., Miners’ Lodges, A.L.P. Electorate Councils, 
State and Federal,and Branches of the A.L.P. Members of 
the State Parliament were also in attendance. 


It is the desire of my committee that I 
convey to you a resolution, whieh was unanimously 
carried, dealing with the present position in Spain and 
to the withdrawal of the Non-Intervention Poliey. The 
resolution is as shewn hereunder:- 


"seThis conferenee supports the struggle 
of the Spanish People and their Gonstitutionally elected 
Government against Faseist barbarism and, we pledge 
ourselves to do all in our power to assist the Spanish 
People to achieve victory and, we demand the Lyons 
Government to withdraw its Non=-Intervention policy and 
to place every facility at the disposal of the 
Demoeratically elected Government to obtain supplies 

necessary for the conduct of a successful campaign. -" 


Trusting that the matters mentioned in 
the resolution will receive the gerious consideration 
of your government,and that all possible assistanee will 
be extended to those people in Spain who are endeavouring 
to uphold the democratically elected Government. 


Pai gas” 


ione Secretary. ee ey 
AeLeP. Closer Unity Committee. 


P 
























































TELEPHONE M3847 5477 


~ AUSTRALIAN MOVEMENT AGAINST WAR anp FASCISM 
(SECTION OF THE WORLD MOVEMENT AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 


WORLD PrResipenr: C} VICTORIAN COUNCIL ALL COMMUNICATIONS To 


ROMAIN ROLLAND ’ VIC ALWw. L. P. FOX, B.Sc., STATE SEcnerany 


AUSTRALIAN PRESIDENT: ——— eo LAW COURT CHAMGERS 
DOR. LLOYD ROSS 7 ROOM 4, JND Fioon 
r . 29: QUEEN aT. MELGOUANE 
VICTORIAN PRESIDENT: ; ; 
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FRANCE Dear sir, 
ENGLAND 
SPAIN T =i oel) eae =e )0 2 
ITALY ade hat Cc “/ iniorn on OU that the IO at Wil t 
GERMANY resolution was Unanimously carried by a meeting of 
ee fifteen hundrea citizens in the Princess Theatre, 
earings Welbourne, on the evening of December 13th:- 
SWEDEN 
NORWAY " ao ao + — Lear . 
SWITZERLAND That this meeting Ol more than a@ thousand 
4 ' =, . 5 Dy -4 7 + + —— ‘ - = c 
LUXEMBURG citizens Seneas i eetings to the people of §; ain, 
RUMANIA vatholic and non-Catholic, united in defence a” 
GREECE hei ; natd an  Saehs bn , , 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA the it Gel noera vic > Lf ¥™~ Woodall t the Tascist ene niles 
USSR. of Spain. 
9 ty, oa : : ; ; 
pas We join in the world-wide protest against 
UNITED STATES the inhuman bombardment of the innogent wouen and 
Sy children of Madrid. 
MEXICO ws : = 
Cope And We call on the Federal TOvVernoent, LY 
COSTA RICA the interests of world demwocrac’ and world eace 
PORTO RICO t< 1Sse . ts < a -. - . ‘ ¥ ek . sl “Td 7 
Sra o use i iniiuence for the inwediate lifting 
seen Or the arms bl ockade against the legal governuent 
“ at £ ; F . 
ABCC of Spa@in, and for immediate action oy the League 
a £& 3 . . " ‘ a > os » 
mhocuas Si 3 Na bi ns, in response to the request of the 
anish 7 ‘hy Miniater : 
Australia eyanish Foreign Minister, to apply the Covenant 
of the League to save the Spanish people fru: 
New Zealand ; . ’ : 9 ata “on 
destruction. 
Africa— 
EGYPT : = , 
SOUTH AFRICA ; The resolution was moved Dy Mr. Hawprice 
nin =a - JT ; = = : , : 
Vee Baackburn, M.H.R., and seconded by Mr. A. Chanter. 
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1th December, 19736. 


Dear “ir, 


7 


em cirected by the ‘rine Minister to 
acknowlecie the receipt of your letter of 11th Deseaber 
1935, forwarding copy of a letter from the ederated : 
eciety of Soilermekere, irom Shipbuilders and Structure) 
[ron and Steel “orkere of Mustrealie, *.0. Box 64 
Neweretle Vest, and te stete that on 10t» December fn 
letter, copy of which I settech, wae sent to this Society 
in reply to a communicetion sent direct to the Prime 
Hinieter. 


'eurs Tfaithfuily, 


ecretery. 


DeQ. Yatkine Zeq., H.?., 
Perliement licuse, 


=» " bd 
CARBZRRZ. r.¢.T,. 
ee. cee item anal 
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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH. 


ee 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
CANBERRA, FCT, 


lith December, 1936. 





The Rt. Hon. J.A. Lyons, PG. ;aeP a. 
Prime Minister, 


CANBERRA, ¥.C.T. 


Dear Mr. Lyons, 

I am enclosing correspondence 
from the Secretary of the Federated Society of Boiler- 
makers, Iron Shivbuilders and Structural Iron and Steel 
Workers of Australia, P.O. Box 64, Newcastle West, which 
is self-explanatory. I would be pleased if you would 
give this subject matter your consideration and reply 


to me at your convenience. 


\. Yours faithfully, 
\ \ 


j 43 
A Athi hus 
' x — 
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‘Federated Seciety of Loilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders 
and Sturctural Jnon and Steel Werke, 
“ of Austiatia. 
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Newcastle 1369 NEWCASTLE BRANCH. No. Z 


Postal Address ry ~ . ne 
P.0. Box 64 Trades Hall, Newcastle 
Newcastle West Boss an 
HUES ACATE » December Ythe, 1936, 





the Right Honorable Joseph Aloysius Lyons, ah 
Prine Minister and Tressurer, 
Parlisment House 





Deer Sir, 


A . - 7 Blan n & <= 7 4 . 

y ! is ed a MOSCIRES OL tne above Orginisstia 

heid ox Novenoor YOthe, J. was Girected by resolution to reonest 
the Yeceral Goverament to ixtervene 

urgin britain to meke available al] 


iegelly ond democratically elects 


with the British Government 
Mecessary sunnlies to the 
Govermumoznt of Spa in, 


= 
ry 
et @ 


Jur Organisation views with 
ete 


conaterzation the 
Murcers that ave being carried ov t, of P 


BR, VOtek and children 

Oy tas fascists of Spain, with the full support of Fascist Italy 
and Nazi Germemy im their efforts to smash down a democra tically 
electsd goverument and institute a ruthless faseist dictatorship, 


Ye coRdem the policy of neutrality as bein 


practise > by Britain, the ¢ this Ls a policy of retreat before 
ae et powers, whereas Eritain should leas the World in 
D Tria 


eudaele in defence of democracy. 


Ye trast thet the Federal Government will 


; sive 
this guestion their rn 


: earnest consideration and forward a recom 
endation to the British Covermment thet the leon? .y end 
- .~- 9 - 2. t . . + 
Gemocratically elected Government o: Spain be al} 
Gny wer tiaterial in defence of thet country age inst the Fascists 


of Germany end Itely and the werce aary Mohammedan troups of th 
Spanich Fascist Leader, Gneral FYOUCOs 


Fours fs ithfully, 





trv =F 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledce the receipt of vour 
undated letter in regard to the situation in pein, 
end to inform you thet your representations in this 


matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretery, 
Pert Adelaide Ceneral Unemployed, 
21 File Street, 


—~ mur « no . 
iw a 
Fires - iJ ‘, “A I > * 3 





Dear Sir, 


letter of Sth ecember, 1924 


in Spein, end to inform rou thet your re: 


this matter heave 


The Secretary, 
Australasian Veat Industry 
Employees’ Union, 
55 Trades /lall 
Grote Street, 
ADELAIDE. ; 


desire to acknowledsre the recei 


W/IS 


L5th December, 1926 


t of your 
» in regerd to the situation 


resentations in 


been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


-ecretery. 





Dear Sir, 


desire to acknowledre the receipt of your 


letter of 9th Yecember, 19234, in regard to the situation 


in Spain, end to inform you that your 


represeateations in 


this matter heve been noted. 


Toure faithfully, 


ecretary. 


The Secretary, 
‘ustralesien Heat Industry 
Eaployees’ Union, 

56 Trades Nell 
Grote Street, 
ADELAIDE 


BATS ahs 















Flustralasian 
Meat Industry Employees’ Union 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH. 





(Reowstercd under Commonaealth Conciliation and Arbitration 


Act, 1904) 


LOCAL BRANCHES: Head Office: 
No. 1 Adelaide No. 6 Mt. Barker District No. 56 TRADES HALL 
. 2 Pt. Adelaide No. Murray Bridge GROTE STREET, ADELAIDE 


) - ; 
No. 3 Pt. Pirie No. Renmark YW Zp. 
| Kadina No. Gawler ; 7a) ates: 
FF. R. JAMES, Secretary 


No. “TV uconta. No. 10 Glenelg 
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Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt of your 


undated letter in rercard to 


. 


and to inform you thet your 


matter have been noted. 


The Secretary, 
Port Adelaide General Unemploved, 
21 Wile Street, 


“Am * “~~ © oh an] . ; 
om AD ILAI DE. a tie 
—_—_— ee ee ee —— 


the situation in 


reoresentations 


urs faithfully, 


Secretary. 


‘pein, 


in 


this 





Pert Adelaide General Unemployed. 


é 


fj 
f ij 


ie 3 2I Nile Street Port Adelaide. 


Deer Comrade. 
Enclosed a copy ef a Resolution passed by a Mass 


Meeting of the abeve Organisation onSatudat Dec.,5th 1936. It 
must be appant to all levers of freedom that United Action is 
neccessary te force the hands of the Lyens Government to assist 
the hereic Spanish toilers in their struggle against reactionary 
Fascism and te maintain their own Democrcatic Elected Gevernment 
we would suggest that similar Resolution be submitted te sent to 


The Hon., J Lyens at Canberria. 


Yours” Truly, 


Secretary. (fp Marr 
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RESOLUTION. 


Viewing with disgust the dreadful 


ed upon the civil pepulatien of 


Pert Adelaide 


General 


murd 


opain by 


Facist Rebeis and having in mind what appears 


yisatien in allewing the continuance. 


ment in the cause of humanity and 
the democratically elected Spanish Cevernm 
able for the suppressien ef these facist brigands and 
the lives of the Spanish people because of attempting 


ter cenditiens of life. 


associatien religieus political 


re C@li 


freedom to 


This reselutien te be 


ecenomic 


ent 
eri 


Tle + 
AEeMpicy 


are being perpetrat- 
S + 
- A ’ — ~ 
is ®& ers 1 wr as 
. - 
“pe_.ny ef a werld civie 


any and every means ay ail 
tne pretection of 
te make for bet- 


conveyed to all civilian 


and etherwise the central 


unemployed and Trades And Labour Councils fer Censideratien and te the 


press for publicatien. 


ere eee eenreeeneeereeeeneneneet et © © eww 




















KW .MS 


10th December, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of ath Jecember, 
1936, conveying a resolution carried by the Federated 
Society of Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Struc tural 
fron and Steel Workers of Australia, in regard to the 
Situation in Spain. 


it am to State that the consistent policy 
of the Commonwealth and United Kingdom Governnents in a 
Gispute such as this, is one of strict neutrality and non- 
interference in the comestic affairs of another country. 
AS you are no doubt aware, the United Kingdom Governnent is 
endeavouring by means of the International Non-Intervention 
Committee to induce all arms exporting nations Strictly to 
fulfil their obligation not to allow the import of war 
imMaterisi into Spain, and thus preserve world peace. +n the 
circumstances, it is not possible to comply with the terms 
of your resolution. 


curs faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretery, 
Federated Society of Boilermakers, Iron 
Shipbuiiders and Structural Iron and 
Steel Workers of Australia, 
Newcastle Branch, No.4., 
P.O. Box 64, 
Newcastle West, N.S.W. 
























Fedexated Society of Beilermakews, Juan Shipbuilders 
e and Stuctural Jrcn and Steel Warkers 
| of Australia. 


” 


"Paone 
Newcastle 1369 { NEWCASTLE BRANCH. No. 2 
Postal Address 4 
P.0. Box 64 i ! Trades Hall, Newcastle 
Newcastle West Phi 








| 
= Th D4 rh a ~ » +> la my Om la 
' ere> = by G8 Be: Le - 2 ? - mye 
Th op * , at ~ 
rrime J Lt J I r 
See = 
ALT? Ls Le TM LO, 
AA NIA 
of : 
Ydqgar Sir, 
i i: po “~ - = - 
G + fal ro 7 bad «: 7 iL > - o fm c ° sv 
+ = Klemen IN +h Tih Calter iat! mata ree : : , 
he 1 GR ivevemoar oOth., tL aS ‘eacte re se i Lon te 
the aderal Gevernment te intarve rj the ti) as ey 
“Mire t+? sat te 4 1. me lr 7% 4 1a) 7 ‘ ~ie 
UYSIAF HDritvain to m @ AVALIAI L cea: Suny ra 
laraliy r ] 0 @c c + Lcal - 1 > nf a] - a : 
} ~Jie 
Our Organisatien views } r ; 
mrders that are being carried eut, of men, wemen childre 
1: vy f : . he = nA. 4 ; 
bY the fascists of Spain, ith the tt uppert ef } tal 
oY} Nia wo 3 “in Sve Ya . a. t+} $ _ £4 ot we pate i 
and Nazl Germ da. Lt IG ws, 4 ers © im § ¢ : demecrat ta: Liw 
elected severnment and institute a ruth! rascis lictatersh4y 
“Ye cendem e peli © U ; = 


practised by Britain, that this is a pelicy ef retrest befere 


. 
- : iT TT ) - “ jeg, ~ , 7 
$ Ts) fascist Ne aya ve) aye S oe ie : , er 1 j@2 “2 a "ey ; i 


? 
taking up the cudsgels in defence ef demecracy 


this questien their sarnest censiders r rerws f sceom- 
mendatien te the British Gevernme t Dp ts Ll 
demecratically slected Gevernment ef Snai r lewe te ircha ge 
any war material in defence ef that ceuntry against the Fascists 
of Garmarny and Ltaly ang the nereenarv ehamme dr treuna of ‘, n 


—_ 
be 


a 
Spanish Fascist WLeadar, General France, 





8th December, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am reguested Dy the Yrime Minister to 
acknowledge receipt of your letier of 3rd Decenber 
conveying the resclution passed by your organization 
on the Spanish situation. 


I am to state that the policy of the United 
Kingdom and Commonwealth Governments is one of Strict 
neutrality and non-intervention in this Gispute. As you 
are no doubt aware, the United Kingdom Government is 
endeavouring through the International Nonelntervention 
Committee to induce all arms-exportiny nations Strictly 
to fulfil their obligation not to allow the import of 
war material into Spain, in the interests of world peace. 
In the circumstances, the terms of your resolution 
camnot be complied with. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Australian Boot Trade Employees! Federation, 
New South Wales Branch, 
122 Eveleizh Street, 





ustralian Boot Trade Employees’ Federation 


NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH 
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Dear Sir, 

I am directed to convey to you the folloWing resolut- 
ions Which wwre carried at a meeting of members of the above 
Enict organisation:— 


1. That we protest against the bombardment of Madrid 
by the Fascist forces Who are in our opinion aided 
in their attempts to overthrow constitutional govemn- 
ment in Spain,by German and Italian Governments by 
the supply of arms and ammunitions, 


e. That we request the Lyons Government to ask the 
British Government to supply arm and munitions to 
the Spanish People who are fighting to maintain 
democracy and constitutional government in Spain. 


Brusting that your government will use whatever force it 
may possess in seeingthat the Spainish workers are supplied 
With sufficent arms to defeat the fascist forces that are 
operating against then. 


Yours faith 


KW .MS 


Sth December, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


It am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge receipt of your letter of 30th November, 1936, 
forwarding copy of a resolution carried at & mecting held 
in the Loco Hall, North Melbourne, on 29th November, and 
to inform you that your representations in this matter have 
been noted. 


The consistent policy of the Commomealth 
and United Kingdom Govermments in a dispute such as this, 
is one of strict neutrality and non-interference in the 
domestic affairs of _amther country. The embargo on the 
Shipment of arms to Spain is the result of an agreement 
whereby twenty-seven Zuropean countries, including five of 
the leading arms and munitions exporting nations, have 
agreed in the interests of international peace that they 
will not allow the export of munitions of war to Spain. 


Yours faithfully, 


= a 
FU gw le { fue ¢ aan 


Secretary. 


J. Mills Ssq., 
3, Hosier Lane 


b 
HELSOURNE, VICTORTA. 
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Rt.Hon.d.AeLyons, 
Parliament House, 


ARTO TTD | 
CANSERRA. 
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Dear Sir, 


held in the Loco Hall, North Melbourne, on Sunday, 29th, Novem 
ber, the following resolution, moved by Mr. C, Franklin, 


ating of North and West Melt 
Av a mecting of North and West Melbourne oitizens, 


ve 
Secretary, Sentral Division, Australien Federated inion of loco. 
Engineers, was carried unanimously:- 
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ens of North and 
jearted support 
1 peonies for 


Ss 


West Melbourne declare thei 
for the fight of the heroic Sp 


~ 
© 
j-te bY bls 


“a ® 
rat 
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Ss 
i 


freedom azainst the Fascist ageressors, and will 
support the relief funds instituted by the A.C.T.U, 
and the Spanish Relief Conmittes, 

We call on the Lyons Government to fully 


recognise the rights of the legally elected Snanish 
Government to buy arms when and where she will, and 
we further demand that the influence of Austrolia 

as a dominion of the 3ritish Empire be used to force 
the British Government to do likewise." 


{i trust that you will pay attention to the wishe 


“Re f rt 1 , ee > - 
of che people of North and West Melbourne, as expressed in this 
resolution, 

Yours faithPully, 


) Moses 


= See 





30th November, 1936. 


Dear Si Is 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 23. November, 
1936, making certain representations in regard to ain, 
and to inform you that the views of your Council have 


been noted. 


Apparently you are not aware that there is no 
embargo in Australia on the shipment of any goods zhatever 
to Soain, and the. restriction of the United Kinedom Govern- 
ment is the result of international agreement whereby 
twenty-seven Buropean countries, including five of the 
leading arms and munitions exporting nations, have agreed, 
in the interests of international peace, not to allow the 


export of wer munitions to Spain. 


The consistent policy of the Commonwealth and 
United Kinedom Governments in a dispute such as this, is 
one of strict neutrality and non-interference in the 
domestic affairs of another country. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The State Secretary, 
South Australian Branch, 
Australian Movement Against 
War and Fascism, 
153 Coglin Street, 
Brompton, 


ADELAIDE, S.A. 
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24th November, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 16th November, addressed to the Right 
Honourable the Prime Minister, and to state tha 


Yours faithfully, 


F. STRAHAN. 
Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Federated Ironworkers! Association 
of Australia, 
Neweastle Branch, 
Trades Hall, 
NEWCASTLE. N.S.W. 





The Secretary, 


24ta November, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 17th November, addressed to the Right 
Honourable the Prime Minister, and to state that 
your organisation appears to be under some misappre- 
hension, as there is no restriction whatever on the 
export of goods to Spain from Australia, and there is 
no embargo on any foodstuffs or other commodities except 
war munitions, from the United Kingdom. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


New South Wales Branch, 
Australian Workers' Union, 
8 Harriett Street, 


Waratah. NEWCASTLE. 





e————________ 
> 


AUSTRALIAN WORKERS’ UNION 












| EW SOUTH WALES BRANCH 
ee a eer eS 





ST. ANDREW’S PLACE, 
Phone: No. MA 5243. 


Sufficient Address for Telegrams: 
AUSNEILL, SYDNEY. Sydney, 


yf S.Harriett street 
Wat} Waratah 
UX November [7th 7936 
\ 
VY 


The Hon.J.Ly0ns M.H.R. 
Prime Winister, 
Parliament House 
Canberra, 


pear Sir, 


The Newcastle Branch of the above 
Union requests your Goverment to lift the embargo on equipment and 
foodstuif to spain.and that your goverment approackr the British 
Goverment to take similar steps. 


yours faithfully 


= ae Lie 


ae Newcastle Secretary, 
{ / 


a 













Federated lronworkers’ Assoctation of Aastralia. 


MVewcastle Branch. 


Trades Hati, NMewreastle . AL. micas til 








‘PHONE NEW 931 


18th November, 1936. 


Dear Sir; 


I desire to acknowlede the 
letter of lith November, requesting the C 
Government to take action to move the Briti 


to lift the embargo on arms to Spain. 


ow 


1 Government 


As you are ne doubt aware, the policy 
Majesty's Government in the United Kinedom and in Australia 
is one of strict non-intervention in the 


spanish Sispute, 
and to obtain international co-operation to prevent the 
export of arms from any country to either party in Spein. 


of His 


In the circumstances it is re 


eretted thet no 
action can be taken on the lines suc 


zested by your Council. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 















The Honorary Secretary, 
Trades and Labour Council, 


Mareeba. 
North gueensland. 
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20th October, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your ietter of 10th October, 
1936, forwarding a copy of a resolution carried at a 
meeting of the Toowoomba Trades and Labour Council, in 
regard to the situation in Spain, and to inform you that 
your representations in this matter have been noted, 


Yours faithfully, 


i4%_ Secretary. 


The General Secretery, 
Toowoomba Trades and Labour Council, 
19 Edmond Street, 


TOOWOOMBA, Q* LAND. 














A WNISTER 










9 0C1 8x 
) °°) ‘TOOWOOMBA TRADES AND LABOUR COUNGKE 


Le 
OCT 16 1936 


Aa | P| oh ~ FIP 


Wvithd adecaccaeasnas 


Rt. Hon. J. A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia, | | 


CANBERRA. | | =—1 | 


t the direction of the above Council I hereby forward the 
context of a resolution which was unanimously carried at the last meeting 
ef the Courcil: 

"That we, the members of the Toowoomba Trades & Labour 
Council, representing seventeen Unions and thousands of Unionists, of all 
shades of Political and Religious thought, all of whom are citizeng of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations, Call upon the Commonwealth Government of 
Australia to use its influence with the British Government and all other 
democratic governments, to intervene in the present Civil War in Spain, on 
behalf of the democratically electsd government of that country, and on 
behalf of the millions of Workers, Peasants and Interlectuals who support 


ite 

We further believe that if action by} the democracies igs 
delayed any longer,the Fascist Rebels may achieve victory with the aid that 
they are receiving from Mussolini and Hitler, and in the event of that 
victory both Mussolini and Hitler will be strengthened stratégetically in 
the Mediterrean Sea and thereby greatly weakening the position of Britians' 
Colonial sea route, and should this situation arise we believe that the 
"Dogs of War' will soon be unleashed and the Peace loving peoples of the 
World will be called upon to suffer through the procrastination and weak- 
kmeed action of the democratic governments of the World. 

Neautrality has failed! Collective intervention is now 
imperative if yet another Democracy is to be saved from Fascite Barbarity 
and Reaction.” 


Honourable Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 


(hp \ General Secretary, 
git \N 19 Edmond Street, 
ens TOQWCOMBA 



































15th October, 1926, 


Dear Madam, 


T am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of l2th 
October, 1936, forwarding a copy of a resolution 
carried at a General Weeting of the Christian 
Socialist Movement, in regard to the situation in 
Spain, and to inform you that your representations 
in thie matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Honorary Secretary, 
Christian Socialist Movement, 

Christchurch, Clercy House, 

503 Pitt Street, 

SY DRE Y, 











15th October, 1936, 


Year Sir, 


T am cdirected by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 9th October, 
1936, forwarding a resolution by the Bowen Consolidated 
Franch of the Queensland Colliery "mployees’ Union, 
in regard to the situation in “poain, and to inform 
you that your representations in this matter have 
been noted. 


Yours faithful ly¥ > 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Queensland Colliery Employces' Union, 
Seottville, 
Via Collinsville, 


North QUEENSLAND. 
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Sth October, 1936. 


Pear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of end October, 
1936, forwarding copy of a resolution carried at a 
meeting of the "Spanish Relief Committee to Aid the 
Victims of Fascism in Spain.” 


I am tc point out that the terms of the 
resolution conveyec in your letter would appear to 
indicate a misunderstanding. The question of the 
embargo on the sale of arms to Spain is not before 
the League, but is a matter for the International 
Committee which has been set up for the purpose of 
co-operation in this regard. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Honorary Secretary, 
Spanish Relief Committee, 
Box 8, Post Office, 
King Street, 
SYDHEE Y,. 





9th October, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Ninister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 2nd October, 
1936, conveying a request from the Holland Park Branch 
of the Movement against War and Fascism that the 
Commonwealth Government do everything in its power to 
aid the Government of Spain in its fight against Fascism. 


I am to inform you that it is not the 
policy of the Government to interfere in the internal 
disputes of any foreign country. The traditional 
policy followed by the United Kinzdom and Dominion 
Governments in all such disputes is one of the strictest 
neutrality. In this connection I would point out that 
the United Kingdom Government has been instrwaertal in 
obtaining the consent of the Powers mainly concerned to a 
Pact for non-intervention in Spanish affairs. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Homorary Secretary, 
Holland Park Branch of the 
Movement Against War and Fascism, 
Barter Avenue, 


Holland Park, S.E.3., 
BRISBANE. 

















Sth October, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed ty the Prime Yinister to 
acknowiéce the receipt of your ietter of 2rd Sctober, 
1936, forwarding copy of a resolution carried at a 
public meeting held at Cempsie in regard to the 
situation in Spsin, and to inform you thet your 
representations in this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


Je Terry,» ESQe + J 
25 Nelson Avenue, 


BELMORE, W.S.¥. 















Sth October, 1936, 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prime Minister to 
ecknowlecge the receipt of your letter of 20th 
September, 1936, forwarding copy of 2 resolution 
carried at a public meeting at Clempton Park in 
regard to the situation in Spsin, ane to inform 


you that your representations in this matter have 
been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


W. J. Lowder, Esq., 
1I Platts Avenue, 


Belmore, N.S.W. 










T 





































25 Nelson Ave 
Belmore N.S. Wales. 
Oct 3rd. 1926. 


0 
"My .Lyons. 

Prime Minister. 
Commonwealth Government. 
Houses of Parliament. 
Canberra. 





‘ele 1098 
7 


Dear Sir, 

As Chairman of the below mentioned meeting,I am 
instructed to forwerd the enclosed resolution to your 
Government through you for its consideration. 


This meeting was advertised and held in connection 
with the Spenish situation,and the present fight in Spsin 
for the preservation of Democrecy =S against Fascism. 


RESOLUTION. 


"That this gathering of Citizens assembled in a 
Public Meeting in Campsie,New South Wales,on the 
night of Tuesday Sept.c9th.,pledge ourselves to 
support to the utmost of our ability the Spanish 
Constitutional Government and the Spanish Peoples 
fighting for its preservation. 


Further,we call upon the Federal Government 
through the Prime Minister Mr.Lyons,to advise the 
Australian Federal Government Representative now 
in London,to demand of the British Government that 
it provide 4nd permit of the providing of arms to 
the Spanish Government. 


That this resolution be sent to the Federal Govern- 
ment through Mr.Lyons,end the press for publication." 


Yours Faithfully, 





Chairman 
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y a> Barter Avenue, 

\ AS Holland Park, S.E.3, 

NiO BRISBANE. 

Pye) end October, 1936. 


The Hone J» A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


At a meeting of the Holland Park Branch of the 
Moverent Against War and Fascisr I was instructed to convey 
to you their request that the Comronwealth Government do 
everything in its power to aid the constitutionally elected 
Govermment of Spain in its fight against fascism in that 
Country e 

That which is the foundation of governrent in this 
ecuntry - democracy - is imperilled in Spain, where the in- 
surscents seek to overthrow the constitutionally elected 
government, and to set up a dictatorship in its stead, Yet 
in the face of this your government, tegether with the 
governrents of many other democratic countries, refuses to 
Supply tle Spanish Government with the wherewithal te defend 
itself. While at the sare time it has been proved beyond 
retutation that the rebels have been well arred by certai 
Fascist countries. 


t ask you to consider just what will be the con- 
sequences of the action of your governrent. It is, by its 
action, throwing the Spanish Governrent upon its own re- 
sources to combat an insurrection armed by foreign powers. 
Which is tantamount to allowing the Fascists a free hand in 
overthrowing democracy. This is a precedent which will 
have far reaching effect, for if you are consistent you 
will refuse aid to any other democratic governrent similarly 
situated in the future. 


The history of the past few years, will, I am sure, 
have made you realise that any strengthening of Fascism 
throughout the world will inevitably inerease the drive to- 
Wards world war. So that a victory for the insurgents in 
Spain will be totally opposed to the interests of the great 
majority of people in this country, who are peace lovers. 


In view of the foregoing I would ask you to do 


your utmost to ensure that assistance be immediately given 
40) the Spanish Governrent, 


Sincerely yours, 


Fone Secretary, Folland Park 
Branch of the MW. A. W. & B. 
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2 TO AID THE VICTIMS OF FASCISM IN SPAIN 
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I have been instructed to forward you a copy 
of the following resolution which was carried at a Unytg 
meeting of the above committee held in Sydney on A eka ’ 


eg nesday last »sept 30. eo] “- 


¢ a 


vies "That we protest against the statement of the ms mY coer 
eae Prime Minister (Mr Lyons) made on September IT appealing — 
2. RSS to the Australian people not to assist in any way either 
. of the contending forces of the struggle in Spaine . 
tte ss "We point out that the Spanish ‘government 9 Na s t 
legally elected government of a country that is a mem- jal 
gerd (om ber of 1 the League of Nations;that the policy of non- ho , 
it og Tie _ intervention is in effect an embargo on the sale of Pay oa 
PES. es ee arms to this government and is being used to prevent» the a . 
va we oe Spanish government purchasing arms from neutral countries, rey 
a Me _ while other countries sympathetic to the rebels jarey LS <a a 
ee openly ‘supplying arms to them. Hh " 5 
hr ee S __ “We therefore call upon the Federal government) Ja -& 
oy, 9 instruct its delecate to the League of Nations Council a4 
a ee ee move for the lifting ofthe arms embargo in Spain, and aig ve ‘ 
<i to teeognise the legal government of Spain." Pe es “i 
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— PRIME MINISTER. 


TART 


The Secretary, 
4. CL Dax 2D 
Department of External Affairs. 





Referred, by direction, for information 


_ secretary, 
Prime Minister's Department. 


S D 
nda Uctober, 1936. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN TRAMWAY AND MOTOR CuNIBUS 
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Victorian Branch 


poet. 7 
Unity Hall, 
656 Bourke Street, 
7 , 74 
i el Ourmnie . * Le 
or > «’ 4+ - . 11 
mn vil Of ier nber » fo oF 


The Secretar 
to the Hon. the Prime Minister, 
Federal Offices, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


I. am directed by resolution of my Executive to 
forward. to the Prime | inister the following resolution passed 
by the Executive at its last meeting :- 


"That this Executive, reconising tha 
for the Fascists in Spain ould be a tragedy for the 
peoee of the whole world, donates to t é A.C.T : 

or the relief of the victims of international Fascism 
in Spain, the sum of £10, and calls upon all members of 
the Association to contribute to the fund. 


Further, in view of the fact 


On the purchase of war materials by the h Govern- 
ment is crippling their defence, while the Fascists are 
receiving unlimited supplies from Fascist powers, we 


is 
call upon the } turopea. n Fovernments to lift the embarro 
and so give the SEHD ne Governmen a chance of victory 
over Fascism. And this raap lat Gn be forwarded to 
the Federal egeraient fas the press". 


ope rr T TWAT 
(Sed. ) i i 


- * we Joti od 


Secretary. 




















end October, 1936. 
te 420/1. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 29th September, 1936, embodying the text of 
a resolution carried by your Executive in regard to the 
present political position in Spain, and to inform you that 
the representations made in connection with the matter have 
been noted. 

Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretary, — ; 
The Australian tramway and Motor 
Oumibus Employees" Association, 
Victorian Branch, 


Unit ; , 
Bourke Street 


MELBOURNE. Cel. 














[I am directed by the Prime Vintster ¢t 
acknowledge the recei; 
1936, forwerding copy of a resolution carried at a public 
meeting held in “urri “urri on 20th September, and 
to inform you that your representstions in this metter 


heve been noted. 


r . - 
Yours faithfully, 


J.Graham Usq., 
‘eskin Street, 
URRI KUERT. ¥.8 
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24th eptember, 1926. 


Dear Sir, 


acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 19th 
1936, forwerding copy of a resolution carr} 
ef citizens in the Nechabite "all le¢laide. on 
Tuesday, and to inform you that your representations 
in thie mtter hove been noted. 


irs faithfully, 


ecretarr. 


J.L.Cavenagh, Jr. 
State Secretary, 
‘ustralian “ovement Against Yer 
and Fascism, 
153 Coglin Street, 


BROMPTON. SA 
* +e X . fie 
a ee 



























Australian Movement Against War and Fascism 
(Section of World Movement Against War and Fascism) 


4 NN J T PRIVATE SECRETART 


South g Australian 
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WORLD PRESIDENT E i 
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; 

Ye | ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO STATE SECRETARY : 
23 SEP 1936 J. L. Cavanagh, Jr." 

‘ 


153 Coglin Street, ares 


Romain Rolland 
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2lst September, 1924. 


Dear Sir, 

IT am directed by the Prime Vinister to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of 14th September, 1934, 
forwardinse copy of a resolution, carried at the Branch 
Meeting of the Amalgamated “‘ngineering Union, Adelaide, 
inregsrd to the situation in Spsin, and to inform you 


thet your represent*tions in this matter have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


ecretary. 


Matthew Aird %Seq., 


Secretary, 
Amalgamated Tngineering Union, 
"Tamwill", 


29 Hymen Avenue, 
EDTARDSTOFN. 








Amalgamated Engineering Union 


g} ; 
» \¢ ra Adletarl 2 Branch, 
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jeer ‘ir, 
















ledge the receipt of your ietter of 15th September, 19734 
forwarding copy of ae resolution, cerried at a nthly 
meeting of the Chullora Srench of the Austrelian 
Reilweys Union, in regard to the situation in Spain, 

end to inform you thet your representetions in this 
matter heve been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


4,.Ball @sq., 
Secretery, 
Australian Snilweys Union 
(Chullora Branch), 
249 “aldon ‘treet, 
LAKSMBA. n.5.*. 
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17th September, 1935. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed vy the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 10th 
September, 1936, forwarding copy of a resolution 
carried by a meeting of the Council of Railway Shop 
Committees in Sydney on 5th September, and to inform 
you that your representations in this matter have 


been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


a 
—TF | 4] 
U 7 lA Pa. 


Secretary. 


The Honorary Secretary, 
Council of Railway Shop Committees, 
14 Clyde Street, 
Croydon Park, 
SYDNEY, H.S.W. 
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Dear Sir, 

I am directed by the 
the receipt of your letter of 4 
the text of a resolution parsed 


of North and Yest Yelbourne in 


rime inister to 


th September, 193 


at a meeting of 


per 
eo 
+ 
© 
ad 
c 
c 


political situetion in Spsin, and to inform you 


renresentstions mevce in connect 


been noted. 


Johnson Ssq., 
115 little Bourke Street, 
VELBOURNE. 


fon Lith the ~—? + 
dads . 6s - ' os 


acknowledge 














10th September, 1936. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 3rd September, 1936, forwarding copy of a 
resolution carried by the Workers' Industrial Union of 
Australis, Mining Department, Illawarra District, and to 
inform you that your representations in this matter have 


been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Y Secretary. 


y* 


The Secretary, 
Workers’ Industrial Union of Australia, 
Mining Department, 
Illawarra District, 
Kembla Heights, 


via Wollongong, N.S... 


































COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


Canberra, 9th September, 1936. 


In reply quote No, 


Dear Sir, 


In reply to your letter of September 3rd 
conveying the text of a resolution of your Lodge regard- 
ing the Spanish civil war, I am requested by the Prime 
Minister to inform you that it is not the policy of the 
Commonwealth Government to interfere in the internal 
disputes of any foreign country. The traditional 
policy followed by the United Kingdom and Dominion 
Governments in all such disputes is one of strict 
neutrality, and in this connection I would point out 
that the United Kingdom Government is actively interest- 
ing itself in obtaining the consent of all the Powers 
to a Pact for strict non-intervention in Spanish affairs, 


Yours faithfully, 


? MW lle, Secretary. 
et 
Moan on caceol( | 
folk fray ath ooh. Pome tmdty 77 eh 


: | 
The Secretary, —— 
Workers* Industrial Union of Australia, — 
(Illawarra District), 
Kembla Heights, 
via Wollo . N.S.W 
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a INDUSTRIAL UNION OF AUSTRALIA 


MINING DEPARTMENT 
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N [ ILLAWARRA DISTRICT 
TS Kemble Heights 
\ From Lodge Secretary... Maunt....Kemb1a... a VAR. Fare een 193 


379 736 


The Right Honorable 
Mr J,Lyons 
Prime Minister 


Canberra, 
F. C. T. 


Dear Sir, 
IT am instructed by the above Lodge to convey to you the 


followihg resolution:- 

" That this Lodge is in full sympathy with the workers of Spain 
and their Government in their struggle against the rebel Fascist 
Forces, and we demand that the Federal Government of Australia 
render it's support to the democratically elected Government 
eof Spain. " 

It was the expressed opinion of the members that there is not a 

shadow of doubt that the rebels are being suppoeted,and supplied 

with the means to war,by Portugal,Germany and th} Italy ,while 
other Powers are with-holding arms and munitions from the Government 
thereby virtually assieting the Rebels. 


I am Yours Faithfully 
74 ; at} I AVY 


f by WT. KEMBLA Xen 
(< L1O¢r as 
\ ILLAWARRA EIS" 


\ WZ 
ores EIEN 












he PRIME. MINISTER. 


TC/VT 7.420/1. 


Secreta ; 
The pie ercueat of External Affairs. 


THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR 


(6 papers) Referred, by direction, for information. 


Adak 


£r\___ 
oecretarya) 
Prime Miaister's Dépertment, 
ae we 36. 


We, 





COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA 
NO.5 DISTRICT COMMITTEE 


ADELATDE, 


race 605 Aug.26th, 1936. 
Adelaiae : 


To the Bone eee Prime ot ate 
J.A.Lyo Parliament Hou 
SLREERA. "FED. CAPITAL TRRRITORY. 


Dear Sir, 


: The following is a resolution sige at & MASS 
meeting in the Botanic Park, Adelaide, on Sunday, Aug.23rd-36. 


"We Adelaide citizens assembled in the Botanic Park are 
convinced that the struggle in Spain is aie fought around 
the issue of Spat versus Fascisn, democracy whic 
is being defended by the constitutionally elected Spanish 
Government and its forces, against the Fascist reb bebe 
supported by Fascist Germany and Italy. 


We therefore peeeanes that all Governments upholding 
democratic principles and peoteee ae lg Lag to the peace 
of the world should without delay give the necessary ‘aie to 
the Spanish Government. 


We therefore call upon the Federal Government to give 
assistance to the Spanish Government in defeating the Fascist 
rebellion, and further that the Federal Government use its 
influence to bring the British Government to do likewise.” 


Yours respectfully, 
(SGD) A.O'NEILL, 


Secretary, No.o District Committee, 
Communist Party of Australia. 





La PRIME. MINISTER. 


3lst August, 1936. 
J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledce the receipt of 


your letter of 26th August, 1936, embodying the text of 

a resolution carried at a meeting in the Botanic Park, 
Adelaide, on 23rd Aucust, regarding the present political 
situation in Spain, and to inform you that the views 
expressed therein have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 
Secretery. 


The Seeretary, 
No.5 District Committee 
Communist Bagh of Australia, 
P.0.Box a 








COPY TC/VT J.420/1. 


rent 


NEWCASTLE COAL TRIMMERS 


(Branch of the Waterside Workers' Federation 
of Australia 


Union Hall, Carrington. 
August 26th 1936, 


The Hon.J.A.lyons, Prime Minister, 
Federal Parliament House, 
Canberra. 


Dear Sir, 
The situation in Spain was discussed at a 


meeting of the Branch and following the discussion the 
following resolution was carried which I was instructed 


to forward to you: 


"That we urge the Federal Government to 
demand British support and to render direct 


support itself to the Spanish Government." 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 





PRIME MINISTER. 


{'4 


3lst August, 1936. 
J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


I em directed to acknowledce the receipt of 
your letter of 26th August, 1936, embodying the text of 
a resolution carried at a meeting of your Branch recardine 
the present political situation in Spain, and to inform you 


that the views expressed therein have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 


The Secretary 
Newcastle boal Trimmers, 
ee 









; 


COPY TC/VT J.420/1. 


NEWCASTLE TRADES HALL COUNCIL 


Trades Hall 
Neweastle, 
August 22nd, '36. 


ir J.A.lyons, M.u.R., | 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
Parliament House, CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


desire to acknowledge receipt of your letter 


I 
of the 17th inst. respecting the Spanish situation, stating that 
the Commonwealth had associated itself with the United Kinsdom and 
its policy on this question. 


In reply thereto I am directed to demand that the 


Federal Government take immediate steps to insist that British 
and Australian support be rendered to the democratically elected 


Government of the Spanish people against po gpre war forces of 


Fascist reaction. ile do so, realising that 


e defeat of the 


forces of Democracy in Spain, by the Fascist rebels, supported 
German and Italian Fascism and their supporters in other parts of 
the world, will mean another World War in the near future with the 
consequent collosal slaughter of the World's people, world wide 
destruction, barbarous conditions of life and the smashing of all 
cultural and economic values. 


In view of the necessity of preventing the Spanish 


situation being used, by the eppoae is of Democracy, for the 


purpose of overthrowing Consti 


Sip 
wor 


id 


itutional Government, the forceful 
ssion of senyeraey and involving the nations in another 
War, 1 am directed to ask the Government to treat this corres- 


pondence as urgent. 


Thanking you in anticipation, 
Yours truly, 
(SGD) G.BASS, 





>~ PRIME MINISTER. 


end September, 1936. 
J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 22nd August, 1936, regarding the 
present political situation in Spain, and to inform 


you that the further views expressed therein have 


been noted. 
Yours faithfully, 
Secretary. 
The Secretary 
Neweastle Trades Hall Council, 
Trades 


NEWCASTLE NeSete 





y? 


COPY TC/VT J.420/1. 


181 Vineent Street, 
Cessnock. 
23/8/36. 


The Prime liinister, 
Mr J.A.lyons, 
Parliament House, 
Canberra. 


Dear Sir, 


As the chairman of the public meeting that took place 
in the Miners Hall Kearsley on the afternoon of Sunday August 
gend, | am requested to communicate to you the following 
resolutions that were carried without dissent. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. JOHNSON, Chairman, 


per - 


"That we people of Kearsley are alarmed at the assistance 
rendered to the reactionary forces in Spain by the Fascist 
Diectatorships of Italy and Germany and the hesitation of Britain 
to take Jetcos to counteract these measures. We request that 
the Australian Government urge the British Government to render 
direct support and assistance to the democratically elected 


Government of Spain." 





2a 


PRIME MINISTER. 


2nd September, 1936, 
J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 23rd August, 1936, enclosing the 
text of a resolution carried at s public meeting at 
Kearsley on 22nd August, regarding the present 
political situation in Spain, and to inform you that 


the views expressed have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


oecretary. 


A.Johnson, isq., 
Vincent Street, 
CESSNOCK. N.S.1 











COPY TC/VT J.420/1. 


181 Vincent Street, 
vessnock. 
23/8/36. 


The Prine Minister, 
Mr J.A.Lyons, 

Parliament House, 

Canberra. 
Dear Sir, 

I am instructed to forward to you the following 
resolutions that were carried unanimously by a public 
meeting held in the Strand Theatre Cessnock on the evening 
of Sunday August 22nd. 

It is the desire of the people that attended this 
meeting to have you place their views on the matters 
mentioned in the resolutions before Cabinet. 

I an, 

Yours sincerely, 
J.Burke, Chairman of the Public Meeting, 


per - 


"That we, the people of Cessnock, express our resentment at 
the unwarranted interference of Fascist Sermany and italy 
in the internal politics of Spain with the object of turning 
the balance in favour of the reactionary forces and against 
the democratically elected Government. 

Further, we recognise that the struggle of the Spanish 
people and their Govt. to defeat fascism in Spain is part of 
the world wide struggle of the peoples for peace and freedom. 
Therefore, we call upon the Australian Government to urge the 
Government of Great Britain to give direct support to the 
Spanish Government in order that the democratically expressed 
will of the Spanish people might prevail over the reactionary 


forces of fascism." 





PRIME MINISTER. 


19) 


end September, 1936, 
J.420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


Il am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 23rd August, 1936, enclosing the text 
of a resolution carried at a public meeting held at 
Cessnock on 22nd August, regarding the present political 
situation in Spain, and to inform you that the views 


expressed have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


jecretary. 


J.Burke, Esq., 
181 Vincent Street, 
CESSNOCK . ly Je ty . 





3 


COPY J 4200/1, 


NORTHERN COUNCIL OF RAILWAYS SHOP COMMITTEES, 





No. 6 Downie Street, 
Wickhan, 
NEWCASTLE, 
29th August, 1936 


The Hon. J.A. Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia, ~~ 
Parliament House, 
Canberra, 
AUSTRALIA, 


Dear Sir, 


My Council which consists of representatives from 
the whole of the Railway employees in the Northern Districts 
of New South Wales has instructed me to request you to take 
steps toward the assistance of the Democratically elected 


Government of Spain, 


We the workers of the Northern Districts 


of New 


South Wales consider that the whole system of Democracy 


is in jeopardy while irresponsible Militarists are 
to cause such unnecessary bloodshed in any country, 


permitted 


Therefore we consider that some assistance should 
be given by this Country to the Government of the friendly 


Nation of Spain, 
Yours faithfully, 


(SGD) WM. C. WHEATLEY 
Hon. Secty, 


NAA: A998 





2nd September, 1936, 
J.420/1, 


Dear Sir, 

i am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 29th August, 1936, in 
regard to the present political situation in 
Spain, and to inform you that the representations 
made in connection with the matter have been noted, 


Yours fraithfully, 


Secretary, 


The Hon. Secretary, 
Northern Council of Railways Shop Committees, 
No. 6 Downie Street, 
Wickham, 


NEWwC SSTLIE. N.S.We 





rt: PRIME MINISTER. 


TJ C/EN 745/1/866. 


The Secretar . 
Department of External Affairs. 





RESOLUTION CARRIED BY DISTRICT COUNCIL OF UNEMPLOYED 
AND RELIEF ata REGARDING SITUATION IN 





Referred, by direction, for information. 


We 

hee 
4Secretary » 

Prime Minister's ny hes = 


yt ) 28th August, 1 





745/1/866. 


CT COUNCIL OF UNEMPLOYED AND RELIEF 
= WORKERS . 


180 Bondi Road, 
Bondi ° N AS) oWe 
23rd August, 1936. 


Hon. J. Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 
CANBERRA . 
Dear Sir, 

I was instructed by our last meeting to 
forward you copy of undermentioned resolution which was 
carried unanimously :- 

"That we urge upon the Federal Government 

the necessity of supporting the struggle of the 
ppene eh people in defence of democracy, and 


their constitutionally elected Government which 
is now being ruthlessly attacked by the fascists". 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) A. WELLMAN, Secretary, 


Unemployed and Relief Workers District 
Counc ile 





<Sth Aucust, 1936. 
745/1/366. 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledce the receipt of 
your letter of <3rd August, 1936, embodyine the text of a 
resolution carried by your Council, in recard to the Situation 
in Spain, and to inform you that the views expressed therein 
have been noted. 
Yours faithfully, 


secretary . 


| Secre ’ 4 
District Council of Unemployed 
Relief Yorkers, 

ondi > 










PRIME MINISTER. 
== WEA J.420/1. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR. 


Referred, by direction, for information. 


Secretary, 
Prime Minister's Department, 
8/9/36» 





a” 


COPY WB/AM J.420/1. 


116 Little Bourke St., 
Melbourne, 


4th September, 1936. 


The Prime Minister of Australia, 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


At a meeting of the citizens of North & West 
Melbourne, the following resolution was passed :- 


We, the residents of North and West 
Melbourne, understanding the heroic struggle 
of the peoples of Spain, knowing that 
struggle to be for the defence of the rights 
that they have constitutionally won, knowing 
that they are fighting in the interests of 
progress, in the interests of humanity, in the 
interests of the vast majority of the people 
of their own country, and realising the 
fremendous sacrifice that they are making, and 
are prepared to go on making in their struggle 
for a better life; and understanding that the 
forces opposed to them are the forces of 
oppression and reaction, the forces of tyranny 
expressing all that is decadent and rotten in 
our present society, the forces whose rule has 
meant starvation and misery for millions of the 
struggling peoples; believing the struggle 
against these forces to be a just, a defensive 
and a progressive struggle, call upon all working 
class organisations to do all that is in their 
power to assist the Spanish Government, and the 
Spanish People. 


We call upon the Australian Council of 
Trade Unions to open a Nation -wide fund for the 
assistance of the Spanish People. 


We call upon the people of our own country 
$o join with us in demanding that our Governments 
come out openly, both by assistance direct to the 
Peoples of Spain, and by exerting pressure on the 
British Government, insisting that all possible 
Support be given to the Government and the Peoples 
of Spain, 


Yours faithfully, 


(SGD). F. JOHNSON. 





7! 


Sth September, 1936.6 
Je420/1. 


Dear Sirs, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 


of your letter of 4th September, 1936, embodying the 
text of a resolution passed at a mecting of citizens of 
Worth and West Melbourne in regard to the present 
political situation in “pain, and to inform you that the 
representations made in connection with the matter have 


been noted. 
Yours Paithfully, 


Cecretarve 


Pe. Johnson, Eaces 
116 Little Bourke Street, 


MELBOURNE. VIC. 


COPY EXT. AFF. 









































: \ 116 Little. sourke st. 


“ho Prime Minister of Australia, 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. 
—————— 


At a meeting ot 





We, the residents of North and ijest Melbourne, under- 
standing the heroic struggle of the peoples of Spain, knowing 
that struggle to be for the defence of the rights that they 

a 


have constitutionally won, knowing that they 
in the interests of progress, in the interests of humanity 
$n the interests of the vast majority of the people of 
their owm country, and realising the tremendous sacrif 
that they are making, and are prepared to go on making in 
their struggle for a better life; and understanding tha 
the forces opposed to them are the forces of oppression 
and reaction, the forces of tyranny expressing all that 
is decadent and rotten in our present society, the forces 
whose rule has meant starvation and misery for millions 
of the struggling peoples; believing the struggle 
against these forces to be a just, a defensive and a 
progressive struggle, call upon all working class organ- 


isations to do all that is in their power to assist the 
Spanish Government, and the Spanish People. 


We call upon the Australian Council of Trade Unions 
to open a Nation-wide fund for the assistance of the 
Spanish People. 


We call upon the people of our own country to join 
with us in demanding that our Governments come out openly, 
both by assistance direct to the Peoples of Spain, and 
by exerting pressure on the British Government, insisting 
that all possible support be given to the Government and 
the Peoples of Spain. 


Yours faithfully, 





COPY EXT. AFF. (INF.) 


2nd Septenber, 1936. 


J20/1, 


Dear Sill, 

[ am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 29th August, 1936, in 
rogara to the present political situation in 
Spain, and to inform you that the representations 
made in connection with the matter have been noted, 


Yours faithfully, 


Hon. Secretary, 
Northern Council of Railways Shop Conmittees, 
No. 6 Downie Stroct, 
Vieckham, 
ey 4 ot 


N.S.We 





COPY EX, AFFAIRS (INF.) 
7 





NORTFERN COUNCIL OF RAILWAYS SHOP COMMITTEES 
SSL a a a a ethan 


No-6.-Downie Street, 


\| Wickham, 
+a F: NEWCASTLE. 
\o 29th.August I936. 
The FomJ.T.Lyons, 
Prime Minister of Australia. 
Parliament House, 
Canberra, 
Australia. 





Dear Sir; 
My Council which consists of represéntatives from the’ 


whole of the Railway employees in the Northern Districts of New 
South Wales has instructed me to request you to take steps toward 
the assistance of the Democratically elected Government of Spain. 


We the workers of the Northern Districts of New South 
Wales consider that the whole system of Democracy is in jeopardy 
while irresponsible Militarists are permitted to cause such 
unneccessary bloofshed in any country. 


Therefore we consider that some assistance should be 
given by this Country to the Government of the friendly Nation of 


Spain. 


Yours faithfully, 


ye Wreatty Hon.Secty. 








COMM! 





COPY EX. AFFAIRS (INF.) 
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2nd September, 1936. 
J 6420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


i em directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 23rd August, 1936, enclosing the text 
of a resolution carried at a public meeting held at 
Cessnock on 22nd August, regarding the present political 
Situation in Spain, and to inform you that the views 


expressed have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretiry. 
J.Burke, isq., 
161 Vincent Street, 
UBSSuOCK, NS. 





Dear Sir, 


end September, 1936, 
J420/1. 


I em directed to acknowledge the receipt 


of your letter of 22nd August, 1936, regarding the 


present political situation in Spein, and to inform 


you that the further views expressed therein have 


been noted. 


The Secretary 
Neweastle a Sedas Nell Gouncil, 
‘epanat l 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 














isi Vincent st., 


Cessnock; 


> -s fre 
23/8/36 


The Prime Minister, 


Mr .JA. Lyons 










WWSETED, 
Parliament House o* $3 


© AUG a4 1935 % 
No T7077 f” 


Canberra. 







Dear Sir, 
i am instructed to forward to you the following 
resolutions that were carried unanimously by a public meeting held in the 
Strand Theatre Cessnock on the evenine of Sunday Aurust 22nd, 
it is the desire of the people that attended this 
meeting to have you place their views on the matters mentioned in the reso- 


lutions before Cabinet, 


Yours sincerely 
JeDurke, Chairman of the Public 


Meeting » 


a 
Saks a eee ee 


(Eno.2) 


(COPY ) 

"that we,the people ef Cessnock,express our resentment at the unwarrented 
interference of Fascist Germany and Italy in the internal politics of Spain with 
the object of turning the balance in favour of the reactionary forces and azainst 
the democratically elected Government, 

Further,we recognise that the struggle of the Spanish people and their Govt, 
to defeat fascism in Spain is part of the world wide struggle of the peoples for 
peace and freedom, Therefor,we call upen the Australian Goverment to urge the 
Government of Great Britain to give direct support to the Spanish Govermment, in 


order that the democratically expressed will of the Spanish people misht prevail 


over the reactionary forces of fascism." 


BU Py Trt \ 
COPY ditetle \ iN ) 








I8i Vincent Street 


Cessnock 


=. 23/8/36 


The Prime Minister 










Mr J.A.lions Bi AUGISZE . < 
© AUG 34 1936 


Wo iL 222 Lf 


Parliament House 






Canberra. 


Dear Sir, 

As the chairman of the public meeting that teok place in 
the Miners Hall Kearsley on the afternoon of Sunday August 22nd. I am requeetod 
to communicate to you the following resolutions that were carried without 
dissent. 

Yours faithfully 


A.Johnson, Chairman 


per GE ee 


(enc.2) 


(COFY) 

"That we people of Kearsley are alarmed at the assistance rendered te the 
reactionary forces in Spain by the Fascist Dictatorships of Italy and Germany and 
the hesitation of Britain to take any steps to counteract these measures. 

WE request that the Australian Goverment urge the British Goverment te render 


direct support and assistance to the democratically elected Government of Spain " 


COPY E.A. (INF) 








pt 


-— 


NEWCASTLE TRADES HALL COUNCIL. 


TRADES HALL, NEWCASTLE. 
2s 2 








August 22nd 'S6.% 


ALL REPLIES TO 


G. Bass, SECRETARY 


—>— . — rf 
"PHONE NEW. 1162 we 1 OSI 





/Mr Je Ae Lyons Me He Rey 


£rime Minister of Australia, 
arliament House, GANBERRA. 


Dear Sir, 


I desire to acknowled&e receipt of your letter 
of the 17th inst, respecting the Spanish situation, stating that 
the Commonwealth had associated itself with the United Kingdom and 
its policy on this question. 

In reply thereto I ain directed to demand that 
the Federal Government take immediate steps to insist that British 
and Australian support be rendered to the democratigslly elected 
Government of the Spanish people against the pro war forces of 


Fascist reaction. We do so, realingng that the defeat of the forces 


of Democracy in Spain, by the Fascist rebels, supported Serman and 


Italian Fascism and their supporters in other parts of the world, wil 


mean another World War in the near future, withe the consequent 
colosssl slaughter of the World! s people, world wide destruction, 
barborous conditionsof life and the smashing of all cultural and 
economic values. 

In view of the necessity of preventing the 
Spanish situation being used, by the opponents of Democracy, for 
the purpose of overthrowing Constitutional Government, the forces 
ful suppression of Democracy and involving the nations in anbther 
World War, I am directed to ask the Government to treat this 
correspondence as urgent. 


Thanking you in anticipation, 


‘ 
Ro] 


/Yours truly, 


Rear xy 
- fig 


/ : 
SEC RETARY, 
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slst August ; 1g 366 
Jeo4 20/1. 


Dear Sir, 





I am directed to acknowledce the receipt of 
your letter of 26th August, 1936, embodying the text of 
a resolution carried at a meeting in the Botanic Park, 
Adelaide, on 23rd August, regarding the present political 
situation in Spain, and to inform you that the views 
expressed therein have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 
Secretary. 


The Secretary 
lio.9 District Committee, 
Communist | Party _ of ‘ustralia, 
P.0, Box 6U9, 


ADSL ‘IDE. 


COPY B.A. (INF) 












Slst August, 1936. 


J420/1. 


Dear Sir, 


I em directed to acknowledce the receipt of 
your letter of 26th August, 1936, embodying the text of 
a resolution carried sat a meeting of your Branch recarding 
the present political situation in Spain, and to inform you 


that the views expressed therein have been noted, 


Yours faithfully, 


ecretary. 


The Secretary 
Newcastle Cool Trinners, 


Union Hell, 







ke COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA 
NO. 5S DISTRICT COMMITTEE - 
ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE 


P. O. BOX 605 
ADELAIDE LCL Ds 
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"Phone 705. 














NEWCASTLE COAL TRIMMERS 








(Branch of the Waterside Workers’ Federation of Australia) 


REGISTERED OFFICE, 


UNION HALL, CARRINGTON, 


The Hon J.A. Lyons. Prime Minister 





Federal Parliament House {<2 
Canberra. f< AtrG 28 

\ mol 2c" 
Dear Sir, a Se 


The situation in Spain was disoussed at a meeting 
of the Branch and following the discussion the following resolution 
was carried which I was instructed to forward to you. 
"That we urge the Federal Government to demand British aupsose 


and to render direct support itself to the Spannish Government” 


Yours Faithfully 


( ? WEG sas 
Yi, 


Secretary. 





COPY EX.AFFAIRS (INF) 


28th Aucust, 1936. 
745/1/866. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledze the receipt of 
your letter of 2ird August, 1936, embodyins: the text of a 
resolution carried by your Council, in recard to the Situation 
in Spain, and to inform you that the views expressed therein 
have been noted. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretary. 
The greenest G ‘ 
District Council of Unemployed 
Relief Workers, 
eng Koad, ‘ 
X ct = > 
28 
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DISTRICT COUNCIL OF UNEMPLOYED §& 
; AND RELIEF WORKERS. 


——_— 


‘ 
_— oo 


Hon. J. Lyons, 
Prime Minister, 


— 
TRA 


CANBERRA. 


Dear Sir - 
I was instructed by our last meeting to forward 
you copy of undermpagtioned resolution which was carried unan- 


imously: 

"That we urge upon the Federal Government the 
necessity of supporting the struggle of the 
Spanish people in defence of democracy, and 
their constitutionally elected Covernment which 
is now being ruthlessly attacked by the fascists." 


Yours faithfully, 


A. Wellman, Secretary 
UNEMPLOYED eeHepisr WORKERS.” 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
180 BONDI ROAD, BONDL 
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26th August, 1936, 


745/1/864. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed by the Prine inister to 


acknowledge the recei»t of your letter of 2oth August, 193° 


conveying the tems of a resolution carried at a public 
meeting heid in the Leichhardt Tow Hall m@m ugust 19th, 
regarding the present political situation in Spain, and t 
inform you that the representations of the neeting on the 


matter have been noted. 


Yours feithfull;, 


"V 


\) ecretary. 


vn. MeDougall, ESaqe , 
¥2y Yeston Road, 


ROZELLE, H.S.V¥, 
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